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EDITORIAL 


Sorry about our tortoise-like progress 
towards this second issue after such a 
tremendous response to the first issue. The 


many reviews and comments were | 


overwhelmingly positive, though this is 
certainly not always a good sign. We've had 
a number of problems, not least with the 
computer. For a few months it even looked as 
if we were set for the same legal problems as 
the New Statesman. 

We hope this issue, expanded in size and 
scope - some might say to the point of 
eclecticism - will go some way towards 
making up for the gap. We will read with 
interest your suggestions for topics to cover 
in future issues: better still if you can provide 
us with concise and provocative exposés, 
articles, interviews and graphics. 

There have been a number of interesting 
programmes on issues covered in Open Eye 
1, for example on Aldo Moro, Italy's Gladio 
terrorists, the CIA and DEA. There have also 
been some outstanding exposés of dirty deeds 
by government and Establishment figures. 
The media may be reacting to public 
dissatisfaction with versions of events which 
have supported the interests of the elite. The 
glossy new magazine, Undercover, 
promising ‘Cover-ups, espionage and covert 
action’, and a print run of 70,000 copies 
proves that there is a large new market for 
this material. (Unfortunately Undercover 
has recycled some discredited items). 

However, much of the information which 
has come out is the result not of a new 
investigative trend in the media but partly 
because ofa splintering of our elite nationally 
and transnationally after the loss of the 
unifying communist bogeyman at home and 
abroad. These competing factions are using 


Readers Letters 


Please state clearly whether letters are for publication or not 


LITTLE COMMIE RATS 
TO MESS AROUND 
WHA GL! = 


the media to dicredit other factions by 
exposing misdeeds previously hidden from 
the public. A dangerous game indeed! 
Added to these trends has been a need for 
governments to mollify public suspicions of 
tarnishedorganisations with more acceptable 


histories. The series on the history of the 


CIA, for instance, harrowing though some of 
it was, was written by John Ranelagh who is 
more or less the "official historian" of the 
CIA and "determined to present its activities 
in a generally favourable light" according to 
ex-top-ranking CIA officer John Stockwell. 
What would a version of the CIA's history 
have looked like penned by Philip Agee or 
Noam Chomsky? 


Sacked Miners and the 
Economic League Blacklist 


This House condemns the pernicious and 
undemocratic Economic League for 
victimising former miners for their political 
beliefs by circulating their names to potential 
employers in a vicious attempt to discredit 


and also whether you want your name/address published. 


Ca bhfuil Eireann? 
Dear Open Eye, 


Many thanks for the review 
copy! One thing. Ca’ bhfuil 
Eireann? (where’s Ireland?) The 
biggest issue of censorship inG.B. 
relates to our own dear island! 
E.G.: after Sinn Fein’s victory in 
a recent Belfast council byelection 


On the Trinidad campus of 
U.W.I. were several new young 
lecturers in Politics and 
Economics. Half were UWI 
graduates and were involved 
in the black power scene to 
some extent. Halfwere just back 


(making it the 2nd biggest party from Sussex etc. with their 


: on the council) there was a long 


discussion on the radio, experts, 
all other political parties but no 
S.F. due to censorship. Absurd to 


say the least... 


Bookworm community book- 
shop, 16 Bishop Street, Derry, NI 
BT48 6PW 


Security services and British 
universities 


An area I would like to see 


| uncovered is the links between 
| British universities and the 
: Security Services on the one hand 


and Third World universities on 


- the other. 


Two examples of this from 
Trinidad. 
1 - 1970 Black Power Uprising. 


Ph.D’s - they’d been radicals 
in the UK but were keeping 
their noses clean back home in 
Trinidad ( loversimplify some- 
what). 

Came the crunch the police 
swooped and picked up all the 
lecturers fresh from the UK 
and left the real plotters 
untouched. The local security 
services didn’t have aclue what 
was happening on campus but 
it seemed clear that they knew 
exactly who’d been radical 
back in the U.K. How? 

2 - July 1990 Muslimeen 
uprising. The Times reported 
the fact that someone in 
London, who was named, 
monitored the finals exam 


answers of all UWI Politics 
students. It was a background 
piece. Apparently there was a 
rise in the amount of marxist- 
type analysis in these essays. 
Unfortunately I sent the cutting 
to someone in Trinidad and 
didn’t photocopy it or keep the 
date. 

Judging by the way the West 
responded to Jagan in Guyana, 
New Jewel Movement in 
Grenada and Castro (and the 
U.S. aircraft carrier that 
materialised in Trinidad and 
Tobago in 1970) it’s not 
surprising they keep a close 
eye on Trinidad too. 

Icould suggest some sources 
if you decide to follow this up. 

Yours, 

Name and address witheld 
on request 


We plan to print a greater 
number of your many letters 
in future issues 


them, and blames this evil organistaion for 
the death of a former miner whose name was 
on the Economic League's list and who 
committed suicide because he could not find 
a job. 

House of Commons Early Day Motion signed by 21 MPs. 


McLibel Support Campaign 

London Greenpeace, a small independent 
campaigning group, are calling for support 
in their fight against a libel action brought 
against them by 
fast food giant 
McDonalds. 

Since 1985 
London Green- 
peace has helped 
spearhead a cam- 
paign against the 
multinational and 
produced the much- 
copied factsheet 
"What's Wrong 
With McDonalds - 
Everything They 
Don't Want You To 
Know" which has so angered the burger 
chain. Accusations of "exploiting workers, 
conning customers, indoctrinating children, 
destroying the environment, abusing animals 
and creating a junk culture" prompted 
McDonalds to infiltrate the group and follow 
activists to their homes in order to be able to 
serve them with writs. 

Helen Steel and Dave Morris, who have 
decided to fight the case, are only the latest 
critics that McDonalds have sought to silence; 
others include the Scottish TUC, vegetarian 
and green groups, Labour research institutes, 
The Guardian and Channel 4. 

London Greenpeace are asking for helpin 
researching and translating information on! 
McDonalds and raising money. The 
defendants, both unemployed, have been 
refused legal aid. They call for protests to 
be stepped up. 

Contact: McLibe! Support Campaign c/o London Greenpeace, 5 
Caledonian Road, London WI. Ph/Fax 07! 837 7557. 


Did you know? 
- Percentage of Americans that say the US 
government has never used a nuclear weapon — 
in a war: 11. 
- Chances that a man living in Harlem will live 
past the age of 65: 2 in 5. 
- Chances that a man living in Bangladesh will: 
3 in 5. 
- Percentage of Muscovites who said in 1989 
that “average people don’t have any say about 
what the government does”: 43 
- Percentage of New Yorkers who said this: 52 
- Number of El Salvador’s 15 highest-ranking 
officers whose troops have committed “brutal 
human-rights abuses” according to the United 
States: 14 
- Number of these officers who received US 
training: 12 
- Average number of sperm per cubic millimetre 
of an American man’s semen in 1929: 
100,000,000 
- Average number of sperm per cubic millimetre 
in 1990: 60,000,000 
- Average length of an erect penis acording to 
American men (in inches): 10 
- Average length according to American women 
(in inches): 4 
(Truth, damned lies and statistics Dongan Lowndes ‘Impact/The Guardian’) 
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Sacrifice in Chile 


Phil Chamberlain and Kent Upshon suggest that the conventional view of British journalist Jonatié- 
Moyle as being murdered because he was “...getting embarrassingly close to breaking open a story..." 
is, perhaps, a little too simple. 

Moyle's death was one of many prior to the invasion of Kuwait. On 15th March 1990 Farzad Bazofr, 
employee of our security services, was left to his fate by the government; on 22nd March Gerald Bul: 
was murdered in Brussels; on 15th May Matrix Churchill engineer Gordon Glass was found murdered in 
a blood-smeared hotel room in Baghdad. The body of defence journalist Jonathan Moyle was found on 
the morning of 31st March hanging in the closet of his hotel room in Chile. 


he life of a journalist didn't seem 

one Jonathan was destined to lead. 

He saw himself as much more of a 
daredevil. He studied International Politics 
atthe University of Wales at Aberystwyth on 
an RAF scholarship in 1980. His personal 
tutor was the head of the department John 
Gamett, sometime employee of the Foreign 
and Commonwealth Office and recruiter of 
promising students for MI6.' 

Whilst there Jonathan was recruited by the 
local Special Branch as someone who could 
keep an eye on things. He seems to have had 
some success as an informant for Special 
Branch. Although details are hazy, he was 
involved in the deportation of two Mauritian 
students, several drug busts and an anti- 
terrorist operation against the IRA who were 
sending arms over the Irish Sea to 
Aberystwyth. 

Jonathan cultivated for himself a James 
Bond-type image that made him a willing 
informant. His RAF career was resumed 
after completing his first degree, but because 
of a liver complaint he did not complete his 
training and transferred to helicopter duties. 
The RAF wanted him to goto desk duties. He 
was unwilling to accept this telling his father 
"I don't want to spend my time sweeping 


floors." The RAF paid for him to do a Masters . 


at Aberystwyth. Prof. Garnett arranged for 
Air Marshal Armitage to supervise Jonathan's 
Masters thesis.? He was given access to 
classified MOD documents for his research 
on the effects of a Soviet airstrike on Britain. 

In 1985 Jonathan was again at a loose end. 
He had never worked well with Armitage 
because he wasn't someone who took orders 
easily. Then Helicopter Defence World 
offered him the editorship of the British end 
of their publication.’ This to a man who had 
no journalistic experience and only 
perfunctory flying qualifications. 

His new job enabled him to accompany 
American DEA agents on drug busts and rub 
shoulders with some of the seamier characters 
in the arms world. 

In March 1990 he attended the Chilean Air 
Fair. This is one of the largest showcases of 
military hardware in Latin America. A whole 
panoply of government agencies would have 
been there. Jonathan, with his background at 
University and his contacts through the 
magazine, would almost certainly have been 
approached by the British embassy in 
Santiago and asked to let them know if 
anything interesting turned up. Stationed at 
the embassy was a former university friend 
of Jonathan's, Catherine Royal. 
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Jonathan's body, clothed only in a nappy 
made from plastic bags and towels, was 
found by a maid on the morning of April 1st 
He was five feet eight inches tall and the rail 
he was hanging from was five feet off the 


Marconi's Stonefish Mine 


ground. Cause of death was determined to be 
asphyxiation and timed to the night before. 
An autopsy showed traces of a sedative in his 
stomach and a small bruise on his leg. The 
initial verdict of the coroner was suicide - but 
this was subsequently changed to murder. 


Cardoen Cluster Bomb 


At the British Embassy the Air and Naval 
attachés returned to London and the First 
Secretary was posted elsewhere. 

These are the bare facts of the case. To this 
has been added a plethora of conjecture and 
theorising. Jonathan was suffering from 
diarrhoea which might explain the nappy but 
doesn't explain the sedative. It has not been 
shown that the bruise of the leg was caused 
by an injection of some kind. There are no 
totally reliable witnesses in this case. The 
maid has changed her story several times 
saying the door to the closet was shut, then 
ajar; that there was blood on the sheets and 
then there wasn't. She has, however, stuck by 
her statement that says she saw Jonathan 
arguing with a man identified as Raul 
Montecinos. He is the chief public relations 
officer for the powerful Chilean arms dealer 
Carlos Cardoen. The telephone operator who 
took three calls to Jonathan’s room that night 
subsequently disappeared and had been 
reluctant to talk. 

Five days after Jonathan died Naval 
Intelligence officials visited his father Tony. 
They asked if he had mentioned anything 
about Stonefish which was a ‘smart mine’ 
being developed by Marconi.* 

His notes mention Helios, an advanced 
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missile guidance system Cardoen was | 
allegedly fitting into Bell 206 helicopters for | 


sale to Iraq. This would tum a civilian 
helicopter into a sophisticated attack 
helicopter. 


About four months later the Archbishop of | 


Canterbury visited Chile and Jonathan's death 
was raised with the embassy. It is then that 
the first smear that Jonathan had died in 
some kind of masochistic sexual act was 
officially circulated. The Foreign Office 
offered no evidence for this and eventually 
gave Tony Moyle a written apology. 
However, the smear gained ground. Officials 
told Jonathan's old RAF friends, now based 
in Hong Kong, the same story. It was packed 
up by friendly elements in the press and sull 
has a lot of currency. One journahst who 
phoned Air Marshall Armitage was told guite 
bluntly that Jonathan was a pervert and 
deserved all he got. Although secnons of the 
British press have been keen to imply 
otherwise, there is no evidence that Jonathan 
ever engaged in such acts. 


The behaviour of the British government ' 


has fuelled suspicion about Moyle's death. © 
There was certainly a lot going on in Chile at — 


the time. The Gulf war allies were secretly 
arming Saddam Hussein, and Cardoen was 
deeply involved in this.° Jonathan was seen 
arguing with one of Cardoen's principal ades. 
Cardoen is a very powerful man in Chile and 


has important friends both in the US and UK. ` 


Ari Ben-Menashe, the ex-Israeli mtelhgence 


officer, in his book ‘Profits of War’, recalls a ` 


meeting with Cardoen and Mark Thatcher. 
Such a relationship would prove highly 


embarrassing for the British government and ~ 
be reason enough for them to squash any — 


investigation. It is almost certain that 


Jonathan was a source for MI6 whilst at the . 


air fair. Jonathan is one of several journalists | 


who have died because they were mixed up, 
in some obtuse way, with the allies’ efforts to 
arm Hussein and the related flows of money 
and weapons. Despite the fact that Jonathan 
was providing information for the 
government and was a former RAF officer 
they seem to want to forget they ever knew 
him. 


|. Gamett denies connections with Mié and the allegation he 
recruited Moyle. 

2. Now Sir Michael — 

3. Prof. Gamett refers to this as a Ministry of Defence journal. 

4. Made by British company Marconi Under Water Systems 
Stonefish was one of NATO's new generation of anti-ship mines. It 
has been alleged Cardoen secretly acquired the plans and was 
manufacturing and exporting them to Iraq. Iraq's primitive under 
water warfare capability would have been transformed by Stonefish, 
making American Naval operations in the Gull war hazardous. A US 


(For notes see p. 50) 
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World 


The Cold War may be 
over bur will this lead 
to A bener deal for 
the South? North 
American ‘dissident’ 
Noam Chomsky 
Gives his RESPONSE 


recent study by the South 
Commision, 'Challenge to the 

South ', closes with a call for a 

"new world order" that will respond to "the 
South's plea for justice, equity, 
and democracy in the global 
society." The rulers of that 
society, however, adhere to 
quite a different conception of 
world order, expressed by 
Winston Churchill: "the 
government of the world must 
be entrusted to the satisfied | 
nations," the "rich men 
dwelling at peace within their 
habitations" whose power 
places them "above the rest," 
not the "hungry nations" who 
"seek more" and thus endanger 
tranquillity. The global rulers 
can hardly be expected to heed 
the pleas of the South, any | 
more than rights were granted 
to the general population, as a 
gift from above, within the 
rich societies themselves. 
Those assigned the status of spectators from 
below can afford no illusions on these matters. 
The realities are illustrated in the 
Commission study. It observes that gestures 
to Third World concerns in the 1970s were 
"undoubtedly spurred" by concern over "the 


| newly found assertiveness of the South after 


the rise in oil prices in 1973." As the threat 
abated, the rich men lost interest and turned 
to "a new form of neo-colonialism," 
monopolizing control over the world 


_ economy, undermining the more democratic 


elements of the United Nations, and in general 
proceeding to institutionalize "the South's 
secondclass status." The pattern is consistent, 
it would be remarkable if it were otherwise. 

It is Churchill's vision that has always 
inspired the rich rulers, who, needless to say, 


| did not achieve that status by "dwelling at 
| peace within their habitations." Nor do they 


take lightly any threat to that status. 


A few years before Churchill's forthright. 


Orders, 
Old and New 


articulation of the vision of the powerful, a 
War Department study transmitted by 
Secretary Henry Stimson to the State 
Department warned of the "rising tide all 
over the world wherein the common man 
aspires to higher and wider horizons" (July 
1945). It was in this context that a potential 
Soviet threat to the post-war order was 
perceived. There is no proof that Russia has 
"flirted with the thought" of supporting the 
rising tide of aspirations of the common 
man, the study observed, but it might do so. 
Taking no chances, the U.S. must therefore 
defend itself by surrounding the potential 
criminal with military force aimed at its 
heartland. The common man's aspirations 


posed a particularly severe threat because, as 
director of the Office of Strategic Services 
William Donovan had informed the 
President, the U.S. had "no political or social 
philosophy equally dynamic or alluring" to 
counter the "strong drawing card in the 
proletarian philosophy of Communism," 
particularly attractive at that historical 
moment, with empires in disarray, the 
traditional conservative order discredited by 
its fascist associations, and the resistance, 
popular-based and with radical democratic 
tendencies, enjoying much prestige.' The 
threat was countered by a worldwide 
campaign to destroy the antifascist resistance 
and restore the conservative business-ruled 
order, chapter 1 of postwar history. 

The threat, however, did notend. Adecade 
later, President Eisenhower complained that 
unlike us, the Communists could "appeal 
directly to the masses." His Secretary of 
State, John Foster Dulles, deplored their 
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“ability to get control of mass movements," 
[...] "something we have no capacity to 
duplicate." "The poor people are the ones 
they appeal to and they have always wanted 
to plunder the rich," he observed to his 
brother, CIA director Allen Dulles, in 1958. 
The "social philosophy" that the rich should 
plunder the poor lacks popular appeal, a 
public relations problem that the rich rulers 
have never been able to overcome. The same 
concerns extended to "the preferential option 
for the poor" of the Latin American bishops 
and other commitments to social justice or 
democracy in more than form. The basic 
threat is loss of control. Accordingly, similar 
concerns extend to such traditional friends as 
Mussolini, Trujillo, 
or Saddam Hussein 
when they disobey 
orders. 

Much thesame was 
true of relations with 
the USSR. It was not 
Stalin's crimes that 
troubled Western 
leaders. Truman 
noted in his diary that 
"I can deal with 
Stalin," agreeing with 
Eisenhower and 
others: what went on 
in Russia was not his 
concern, Truman 
declared. Stalin's 
death would bea" real 
catastrophe," he felt. 
But cooperation was 
contingent on the 
U.S. getting its way 85% of the time, Truman 
made clear. In the leading scholarly study of 
U.S. security planning in the early postwar 
period, Melvyn Leffler observes that "Rarely 
does a sense of real compassion and/or moral 
fervoremerge fromthe documents and diaries 
of high officials. These men were concerned 
primarily with power and self-interest, not 
with real people facing real problems in the 
world that had just gone through fifteen 
years of economic strife, Stalinist terror, and 
Nazi genocide" (A Preponderance of Power, 
Stanford University press, 1992).” 

The animating concem was not Stalin's 
enormous crimes, but the apparent successes 
in development and the appeal of the 
"proletarian philosophy" to the "common 
man" in the West and to subjugated and 
oppressed people everywhere. The failure of 
East Europe to return to its traditional role of 
providing food and raw materials to the West 
compounded these concerns.’ The problem 
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is not crimes, but insubordination, a fact 
illustrated once again in the case of Saddam 
Hussein, a favored friend and trading partner 
of the U.S. and its allies right through the 
period of his worst atrocities. As the Berlin 
wall fell in 1989, the White House intervened 
directly, in a highly secret meeting, to ensure 
that Iraq would receive another $1 billion in 
loan guarantees, overcoming Treasury and 
Commerce department objections that Iraq 
was not creditworthy. The reason, the State 
Department explained, was 
that Iraq was "very important 
to US interests in the Middle 
East"; it was “influential in 
the peace process" and was 
"a key to maintaining 
stability in the region, 
offering great trade 
opportunities for US 
companies."* As in the case 
of Stalin, Saddam Hussein's 
crimes were of no account, 
until he committed the crime 
of disobedience on August 2, 
1990. 


The Virus of 
Change 


Whatever its political 
coloration, an independent 
course is unacceptable, 
successes that might provide 
a model to others still more 
so. The miscreant is then 
termed a "rotten apple" that 
is spoiling the barrel, a "virus" 
that must be exterminated. It 
isa"threat to stability." Thus, 
when a successful CIA 
operation overturned the 
democratic capitalist 
government of Guatemala in 
1954, an internal State 
Department report explained 
that Guatemala had "become 
an increasing threat to the 
stability of Honduras and El 
Salvador. Its agrarian reform 
is a powerful propaganda weapon, its broad 
social program of aiding the workers and 
peasants in a victorious struggle against the 
upper classes and large foreign enterprises 
has a strong appeal to the populations of 
Central American neighbors where similar 
conditions prevail." In the operative sense of 
the term, "stability" means security for "the 
upper classes andlarge foreignenterprises,” 
and it must naturally be preserved. These are 
crucial features of the old world order, well- 
documented in the internal record, regularly 
illustrated in historical practice, bound to 
persist as contingencies change. 

Writing on world order in 1992, one can 
hardly overlook the fact that we are 
approaching the end of the first 500 years of 
a world order in which the major theme has 
been Europe's conquest of most of the world. 
The cast of characters has changed somewhat: 
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a European-settled colony leads the crusade, 
and Japan, one of the few regions of the 


economies, tendencies that conflict wah the 
need to protect U.S. control of raw maserzals 


South _ to escape and "a political and 
join the chub ofrich men, O There MUSt DE NO Conducive 10 private 
Vaca anasa: OP OUOSNE n The baci 
colonized retain Third Eur opean security themes of internal 
on Se 
violently conquered, then | as when the editors of 


G.I. on manoeuvres in Honduras 


barred from development by the standard 
"free trade" doctrines selectively applied to 
ensure subordination of the South - today 
called "structural adjustment," 
“neoliberalism," or "our noble ideals," from 
which the rich men, to be sure, are exempt. 

Throughout the Colombian era, the South 
has been assigned a service role: to provide 
resources, cheap labor, markets, opportunities 
for investment and export of pollution. For 
the past half-century, the U.S. has been the 
global enforcer, protecting the interests of 
the rich. Accordingly, the primary threat to 
U.S. interests is depicted in high-level 
planning documents as “radical and 
nationalistic regimes” that are responsive to 
popular pressures for "immediate 
improvement in the low living standards of 
the masses" and for diversification of the 
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the New York Times, 
applandmg the overthrow of 
the parhamentary Mossadegh 
regime in Iran. observed that 
"“Underdeveloped countries 
with rich resources now have 
an object lesson in the heavy 
cost that must be paid by one 
of their number which goes 
berserk with fanatical 
nationalism.” Most 
important, the historical 
record conforms to this 


the South. 

Within the rich men’s club, 
order must also reign. The 
lesser members are to pursue 
their “regional interests” 
within the “overall framework 
of order” managed by the 
United States. the only power 
with “global interests and 
responsibilities.” as Kissinger 
admonished Europe in 1973. 


not be tolerated Neutralism 
would be “a shortcut to 
suicide,” Dean Acheson held. 
The formation of NATO was 
in large part motwvated by the 
need "to integrate Western 
Europe and England into an 
leadership,” Leffler 
observes.’ 


decline, those strictures might 
become harder to enforce. For the moment, 
they remain fairly well in place in the loose 
framework of world government (G-7, the 
IMF and World Bank, etc.). 

Standard reasoning is developed in a secret 
February 1992 Pentagon draft of Defense 
Planning Guidance, which describes itself as 
"definitive guidance from the Secretary of 
Defense" for budgetary policy to the year 
2000. é The U.S. must hold “global power" 
and amonopoly of force. It will then "protect" 
the "new order" while allowing others to 
pursue "their legitimate interests," as the 
U.S. defines them. The U.S. "must account 
sufficiently for the interests of the advanced 
industrial nations to discourage them from 
challenging our leadership or seeking to 
overturn the established political and 
economic order," or even "aspiring to a 
larger regional or global role." There must 


understanding of the role of | 


orbit amenable to American | 


In the early postwar years, a | 
European third force could | 


With U.S... 
economic domination in | 


SS 


beno independentEuropean security system; 
rather, U.S.-dominated NATO must remain 
the "primary instrument of Western defense 
and security, as well as the channel for U.S. 
influence and participation in European 
security affairs." "We will retain the pre- 
eminent responsibility for addressing 
selectively those wrongs which threaten not 
only our interests, but also those of our allies 
or friends"; the U.S. alone will determine 
what are "wrongs" and when they are to be 
selectively "righted." As 
in the past, the Middle 
East is a particular 
concern. Here "our 
overall objective is to 
remain the predominant 
outside power in the 
region and preserve U.S. 
and Westernaccess to the 
region's oil" while 
deterring aggression 
(selectively), main- 
taining strategic control 
and "regional stability" 
(in the technical sense), 
and protecting "U.S. 
nationals and property." 
In Latin America, a 
crucial threat is Cuban 
"military provocation 
against the U.S. or an 
American ally" - the 
standard Orwellian 
reference to the escalating 
U.S. war against Cuban independence. 


Countering Cuban 
independence 


The case of Cuba well illustrates the 
persistence of traditional themes and the 
basic logic of the North-South conflict. 170 
years ago, the U.S. was unsympathetic to the 
liberation of Latin America, adopting Thomas 
Jefferson's precept that it is best for Spain to 
rule until "our population can be sufficiently 
advanced to gain it from them piece by 
piece." Opposition to Cuban independence 
was particularly strong. Secretary of State 
John Quincy Adams, the author of the Monroe 
Doctrine, described Cuba as "an object of 
transcendent importance to the commercial 
and political interests of our Union." 
Expressing the dominantelite view, he urged 
Spanish sovereignty until Cuba would fall 


' into U.S. hands by "the laws of 


political...gravitation," a “ripe fruit" for 
harvest. One prime concern was the 


: democratic tendencies in the Cuban 


independence movement, which advocated 
abolition of slavery and equal rights for all. 
In the rhetoric of contemporary planners, 
there was a threat that "the rot might spread," 
even to U.S. shores. 

By the end of the 19th century, the British 
deterrent was gone and the U.S. was powerful 


| enough to conquer Cuba, just in time to 


` prevent the success of the indigenous 


liberation struggle. Cuba was effectively 
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placed under the rule of the white propertied 
classes andU.S. firms. In the 1930s, President 
Roosevelt revoked the "good neighbor 
policy" to overturn a civilian government 
regarded as a threat to U.S. commercial 
interests. The Batista dictatorship served 
those interests loyally, thus enjoying full 
support. 
Castro's overthrow of the dictatorship in 
January 1959 soon elicited U.S. hostility. By 
late 1959, Washington had concluded that 


Castro was unacceptable. One reason, State 
Department liberals explained, was that "our 
business interests in Cuba have been seriously 
affected." A second was the threat to 
"stability": "The United States cannot hope 
to encourage and support sound economic 
policies in other Latin American countries 
and promote necessary private investments 
in Latin America if it is or appears to be 
simultaneously cooperating with the Castro 
program." Studies of Cuban opinion provided 
to the White House concluded that most 
Cubans were optimistic about the future and 
supported Castro, while only 7% expressed 
concern about Communism. Soviet presence 
was nil. "The liberals, like the conservatives, 
saw Castro as a threat to the hemisphere," 
historian Jules Benjamin comments, "but 
without the world communist conspiracy 
component." By October 1959, U.S.-based 
planes were attacking Cuba. CIA subversion 
included supply of arms to guerrilla bands 
and sabotage of sugar mills and other 
economic targets. In March 1960, the 
Eisenhower Administration formally adopted 
a plan to overthrow Castro in favor of a 
regime "more devoted to the true interests of 
the Cuban people and more acceptable to the 
U.S.," though it must be done "in such a 
manner as to avoid any appearance of U.S. 
intervention." As always, the U.S. is the 
arbiter of "true interests.” 

Sabotage, terror, and aggression were 
escalated further by the Kennedy 
Administration, along with the kind of 
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economic warfare that no small country 
within the U.S. sphere can long endure. 
Kennedy also sought a cultural quarantine to 
block the free flow of ideas and information 
about Cuba to the Latin American countries, 
whose excessive liberalism was considered 
a problem, particularly their unwillingness 
to emulate U.S. controls on travel and cultural 
interchange and their legal systems, which 
insisted upon evidence for crimes by alleged 
“subversives.” 

After the Bay 

of Pigs failure, 
Kennedy's inter- 
national terrorist 
campaign 
escalated further, 
reaching quite 
remarkable 
dimensions. This 
is largely dis- 
missed in the 
West, apart from 
some notice of the 
assassination 
attempts, one of 
them imple- 
mented on the day 
of the Kennedy 
assassination. The 
operations were 
formally called 
off by President 
Lyndon Johnson. 
They continued, 
however, and were escalated by Nixon. 
Subsequent terrorist actions are attributed to 
renegades beyond CIA control, whether 
accurately or not, we do not know; one high 
Pentagon official through the 1960s, Roswell 
Gilpatric, has expressed his doubts. The 
Carter Administration, with the support of 
U.S. courts, condoned hijacking of Cuban 
ships in violation of the anti-hijacking 
convention that Castro was respecting. The 
Reaganites rejected Cuban initiatives for 
diplomatic settlement and imposed new 
sanctions on the most outlandish pretexts, a 
record reviewed by Wayne Smith, who 
resigned as head of the US. Interests Section 
in Havana in protest. 

In the 1980s, the embargo was tightened, 
again in mid-1991, while the U.S. resumed 
Caribbean military maneuvers, a standard 
technique of intimidation. As in the 1820s, 
such policies are supported across the 
spectrum of articulate opinion. Interestingly, 
there is no effort to conceal the fact that 
Washington is exploiting the disappearance 
of the Soviet deterrent and the decline of East 
bloc economic relations with Cuba to achieve 
its longstanding aims, through economic 
warfare or other means. Similarly, throughout 
the 1980s, the liberal press scoffed at 
Gorbachev's "New Thinking" because he had 
not yet offered the U.S. a free hand to attain 
its objectives in Central America. The U.S. 
right to demolish those who stand in its way 
is beyond debate: ergo, those who attempt to 
defend themselves are criminals, and anyone 
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who assists them is engaged in a criminal 
conspiracy. The power and uniformity of 
these doctrines in a country that is unusually 
free, by world standards, is a most 
illuminating phenomenon. 

The Cuban record demonstrates with great 
clarity that the Cold War framework was 
scarcely more than a pretext to conceal the 
standard refusal to tolerate Third World 
independence, whatever its political cast. 
From 1917 through the 1980s, virtually every 
U.S. actof subversion, violence, or economic 
warfare in the Third 
World was justifiedon 
grounds of defense 
from the Russians. 
Woodrow Wilson | 
needed other pretexts 
when he invaded Haiti 
and the Dominican 
Republic, just as 
George Bush must 
seek new ones today. 
But the basic realities 
do not change. 

The Cold war itself - 
had many of the >” 
features of North- { 
South conflict. The | 
Third World first } 
appeared in Eastern f 
Europe, which began 
to provide raw 
materials for 
workshops of the 
West as far back as 
the 14th century, and 
then followed the (now familiar) path towards 
underdevelopment as trade and investment 
patterns took their natural course. Forreasons 
of scale, Russian economic subordination to 
the West was delayed, but by the 19th century 
the process was well underway. The 
Bolshevik takeover in October 1917, which 
quickly aborted incipient socialist tendencies 
and destroyed any semblance of working 
class or other popular organization, extricated 
the USSR from the Western-dominated 
periphery, setting off the inevitable reaction, 
beginning with immediate military 
intervention. These were, from the outset, 
some of the basic contours of the Cold War. 

The logic was not fundamentally different 
from the case of Grenada or Guatemala, but 
the scale of the problem was. It was enhanced 
after Russia's leading role in defeating Hitler 
enabled it to isolate Eastern and parts of 
Central Europe from Wester control. A tiny 
departure from subordination is tolerable, a 
huge one far less so, particularly when it 
threatens "stability" through the rotten apple 
effect. No less ominous was the ability of the 
Soviet Union to lend support to targets of 
U.S. subversion or destruction, and its 
military capacity, so enormous as to deter 
U.S. intervention elsewhere. Under such 
circumstances, "coexistence" was even more 
out of the question than in the case of 
Guatemala, Chile, Grenada, Nicaragua, and 
so on. Though by no means the whole story 
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of the Cold War, this was a major theme, and 
a very familiar one. 


The Soviet Collapse 


The USSR reached the peak of its power 
by the late 1950s, always far behind the 
West. The Cuban missile crisis, revealing 
extreme Soviet vulnerability, led to a huge 
increase in military spending, levelling off 
by the late 1970s. The economy was then 
stagnating and the autocracy unable to control 
internal dissidence. The command economy 


had carried out basic industrial development 
but was unable to proceed to more advanced 
stages,’ and also suffered from the global 
recession that devastated much of the South. 
By the 1980s, the system collapsed, and the 
core countries, always far richer and more 
powerful, "won the Cold War." Much of the 
Soviet empire will probably return to its 
traditional Third World status, with the ex- 
Nomenklatura taking on the role of the Third 
World elites linked to international business 


~ and financial interests. But the U.S. is deeply 


in debt atevery level (federal, state, corporate, 
household) after a decade of Reagan-Bush 
economic mismanagement. It is thus not 
well-placed to compete with its rivals for 
domination of these restored Third World 
domains, one of the sources of tension within 
the rich men's club. 

A further consequence of the Soviet 
collapse is that a new framework is needed 
for intervention. The problem arose through 
the 1980s, requiring a propaganda shift to 
international terrorists, Hispanic 
narcotraffickers, crazed Arabs, and other 
chimeras. Yet another consequence is that 
the collapse of the Soviet deterrent "makes 
military powermore useful as a United States 
foreign policy instrument...against those who 
contemplate challenging important American 
interests" (Dimitri Simes of the ‘Carnegie 
Endowment for International Peace’), an 
insight echoed by Reaganite Latin America 
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planner Elliott Abrams during the mvasion 
of Panama and by commentators throughout 
the Gulf crisis, who noted that the U.S. and 
U.K. could now use force without lmit 
against a defenseless enemy. 

Other factors, however, are likely to inhibit 
the U.S. resort to force to control the South. 
Among them are the successes of the past 
years in crushing popular nationalist and 
reform tendencies. the elimination of the 
"Communist" appeal to those who hope to 
"plunder the rich.” and the economic cata- 
strophes of the last 
decade. In the light of 
these developments, 
limited forms of 
diversity and in- 
dependence can be 
tolerated with less 
concern that they will 
lead to a challenge to 
ruling business 
| interests. Controlcan be 
exercised by economic 
measures: structural 
adjustment, the IMF 
regimen, selective 
resort to free trade 
measures, and so forth. 
Needless to say, the 
successful industrial 
| powers do not accept 
] these rules for 
themselves, and never 
| have. But for the 
purposes of domination 
and exploitation, there 
is great merit in imposing them on the Third 
World. Quite generally, democratic forms 
are tolerable as long as "stability" is ensured. 
If this dominant value is threatened - by 
popular uprisings in Iraq, the electoral victory 
of a radical priest in Haiti, an Islamic 
movement in Algeria, or any uncontrolled 
popular force - then the iron fist must strike. 

Another inhibiting factor is that the 
domestic base for foreign adventures has 


eroded. A leaked fragment of an early Bush ' 


Administration national security review 


observes that "much weaker enemies” must | 
be defeated "decisively and rapidly”. any | 


other outcome might "undercut political 
support.” The Reagan administration was 
compelled to resort to clandestine terror and 
proxy forces because political support for 
violent intervention was so thin. And it has 
been necessary to whip up impressive 
propaganda campaigns to portray "much 
weaker enemies" as threats to our very 
existence, so as to mobilize a frightened 
population to at least temporary support for 
decisive and rapid action. 

Still another problem is that the other two 
centers of economic power - German-led 
Europe and Japan - have their own interests, 


_ though the Defense Planning study cited 


earlier is correct in noting that basic interests 
are shared, notably, the concern that the 
Third World fulfil its service function. 
Furthermore, the internationalization of 


a 


capital that has accelerated since Nixon 
dismantled the Bretton Woods system gives 
a somewhat new cast to competition among 
national states. Merely to cite one indication, 
while the U.S. share in world manufactured 
exports declined 3.5% from 1966 to 1984, 
the share of U.S.-based Transnational 
Corporations (TNCs) slightly increased.* And 
international trade patterns yield a very 
different picture if imports from overseas 
subsidiaries are counted as domestic 
production. These are factors of growing 
importance in the new world order. 

Furthermore, the U.S. no longer has the 
economic base for intervention. Recognition 
of this fact has led to proposals in the business 
press that the U.S. become a "mercenary" 
state, using its "monopoly power" in the 
"security market" to maintain its "control 
over the world economic system," selling 
"protection" to other wealthy powers who 
will pay a "war premium" (Chicago Tribune 
financial editor William Neikirk). Foreign 
financing of Washington's war in the Gulf in 
1991 provided the U.S. with "$33 billion 
more than the warcost it, temporarily easing 
the budget deficit and balance of payment," 
New York Times economic analyst Leonard 
Silk concluded. Nearly half of a substantial 
decline in the U.S. current account deficit for 
1991 is attributed to foreign payments for the 
Gulf war, much of the rest by exports to 
Middle East oil producers, including billions 
of dollars in weapons.’ The profits of Gulf oil 
production, in particular, must continue to be 
available to support the economies of the 
U.S. and its British associate, who are to 
carry out the enforcer role. These 
developments are foreshadowed in U.S.-U.K. 
internal documents after the Iraqi military 
coup of 1958, which emphasize that Kuwaiti 
oil and investment must be used to prop up 
the ailing British economy, a concern that 
extended to the U.S. by the 1970s and remains 
a significant factor in Middle East policy. 


Economic Assault on the 
South 


The use of force to control the Third World 
is a last resort. Economic weapons are more 
efficient. Some of the newer mechanisms 
can be seen in the GATT negotiations. One 
major U.S. concern is the "new themes": 
guarantees for "intellectual property rights," 
such as patents and software, that will enable 
TNCs to monopolize new technology; and 
removal of constraints on services and 
investment, which will undermine national 
development programs in the Third World 
and effectively place investment decisions 


- m the hands of TNCs and the financial 


institutions of the North. These are "issues of 
greater magnitude" than the more publicized 
conflict over agricultural subsidies, according 
to William Brock, head of the Multilateral 
Trade Negotiations Coalition of major U.S. 
corporations. In the latter sphere, the U.S. 
objects to a GATT provision that allows 
countries to restrict food exports in times of 
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need, demanding that U.S. agribusiness must 
control raw materials no matter what the 
human cost.” In general, each of the wealthy 
industrial powers advocates a mixture of 
liberalization and protection designed for 
the interests of dominant domestic forces, 
and particularly for the TNCs that are to 
dominate the world economy. l 

The effects would be to reduce Third World 
governments to a police function, with the 
task of controlling their own working classes 
and superfluous population while TNCs gain 
free access to their resources and control new 
technology and global investment - and, of 
course, are granted the central planning and 
management functions denied to 
governments, which are unacceptable agents 
because they might fall under the influence 
of popular pressures reflecting domestic 
needs, the "radical nationalism" of the 
internal planning record. The outcome is 
called "free trade," but some have more 
accurately described it as akind of "corporate 
mercantilism," with managed commercial 
interactions among corporate 
groupings and continuing 
state intervention in the North 
to subsidize and protect 
domestically-based 
corporations and financial 


@ .. the South can 
move towards 
mutually supportive 


reasons, within the rich societies themselves 
large sectors of the population are becoming 
superfluous by the reigning values and must 
be marginalized or suppressed, increasingly 
so in the past 20-year period of economic 
stagnation and pressures on corporate profit. 
Societies of the North - notably the United 
States - are taking on certain Third World 
aspects, as wealth and power is increasingly 
concentrated among investors and 
professionals who benefit from 
internationalization of capital flow and 
communication. 

Like the domestic poor in the developed 
societies, the South has. little bargaining 
power in its dealings with the club of rich 
men. The prospects for "justice, equity and 
democracy" (in a meaningful sense) are not 
auspicious. But they are not hopeless. The 
South Commission study mentions several 
directions that should be pursued, though I 
think the analysis is too optimistic in 
expecting these to influence the policies and 
attitudes of the rulers. One direction is internal 
change teading to 
meaningful 
democracy, social 
justice and improve- 
ment of conditions of 
life, and popular 


institutions.” . . control over capital 

The Latin Americanization relations wi th and investmentso that 
of the East follows the familiar liber, such resources as are 
course. Thus Poland, adopting bera lory available will be used 
the doctrines professed by the constructive 


rich, liberalized its economy. 
In reaction, the EC raised 
import barriers to protect its 
own industry and agriculture. EC chemical 
and steel industries warned that 
"restructuring" must not harm Western 
industry. The World Bank estimates that the 
protectionist measures of the industrial 
countries - keeping pace with free market 
bombast - reduce the national income of the 
"developing societies” by about twice the 
amount provided by official "development 
assistance," much of it a form of export 
promotion. 

The situation is reminiscent of the 1920s, 
when Japan followed the rules officially 
proclaimed, but so successfully that Britain 
abandoned its liberal doctrines and effectively 
closed off the empire to Japanese exports (as 
did the U.S. and the Netherlands, in their 
lesser domains). Similarly the Reagan-Bush 
Caribbean Basin Initiative encourages open 
export-oriented economies while maintaining 
U.S. protectionist barriers. The patterns are 
as pervasive as they are understandable, on 
Churchillian grounds. 

There are many familiar reasons why 
wealth and power tend to reproduce. Itshould, 
then, come as little surprise that the Third 
World continues to fall behind the North. 
UN statistics indicate that as a percent of 
developed countries, Africa's GDP per capita 
(minus South Africa) declined by about 50% 
from 1960 to 1987. The decline was almost 
as great in Latin America.’? For similar 
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tendencies within 9 for 
Western societies 


development rather 
than investment 
abroad or enriching 
TNCs and small wealthy sectors linked to 
them. If, for example, Latin America could 
control its own wealthy classes, preventing 
capital flight, much of the debt would be 
wiped out. A related need is South-South 
cooperation to address common economic, 
social, and cultural needs. 


Signs of Change in the North 
But the crucial factor can only be internal 
changes in the core countries. This prospect 
is not to be dismissed. Throughout the North, 
notably in the U.S., there have been significant 
changes in the past 30 years, at least at the 
cultural if not the institutional level. Had the 
quincentennial of the old world order been in 
1962, it would have been celebrated as the 
liberation of the hemisphere. In 1992 large 
sectors demanded recognition of the fact that 
the "liberation" set off the two worst 
demographic catastrophes in human history, 
in the Western hemisphere and Africa. The 
domestic constraints on state violence, noted 
earlier, are another case in point. Perhaps the 
most striking example is the Third World 
solidarity movements thatdeveloped through 
the 1980s in the United States, to a large 
extent based in churches and with broad 
social roots. This process of democratization 
and concer for social justice threatens power, 
and is therefore minimized or dismissed in 
(continued on p. 51) 
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Moyra Grant looks at Britain's creaking 
system of institutioNalised censorship. 


ow ‘free’ are the press and 
broadcasting media in Britain? The 
externa] constraints are quite well 
known - though their range and scope may 
not be. For example, the broadcasting laws 
allow the Home Secretary complete control 
over all broadcasting content, which - without 
reference to Parliament - has enabled the 
Home Office since 1988 to ban direct 
reporting of Irish activists, including 
members of legal political parties such as 
Sinn Fein. Other legislative constraints 
include the Official Secrets Act, Prevention 
of Terrorism Act, Police and Criminal 
Evidence Act, Contempt of Court Act, and 
laws relating to obscenity, libel, racerelations, 
sedition, incitement to disaffection and 
treason - amongst others. 

To these can be added the many instances 
of direct Government censorship - notably 
during the Falklands and Gulf conflicts - and 
the informal but sometimes intense pressures 
of advertisers and distributors. 

The most insidious form of political 
control on the media, however, is not external 
constraint but self-censorship. I am not 
referring here to any readiness by the media 
to check their own sometimes discreditable 
behaviour, intrusions into privacy, 
misstatements of fact or unwillingness to 
present diverse views and to foster democratic 
debate. That (in the case of newspapers) is 
supposedly the job of the Press Complaints 
Commission, which replaced the Press 
Council in 1990 as a voluntary self-regulating 
body. The likes of Fergie and David Mellor 
might be forgiven for regarding it as a 
watchdog without teeth. 

The most institutionalised method of self- 
censorship is the D Notice system (short for 
Defence Notices). They are a unique 
peacetime arrangement of voluntary 
suppression of certain categories of 
information on the ‘advice’ - not orders - of 
the Government. The system was established 
in 1912 and continues to this day. 

The justification for the system, as stated 
in the official guidelines, is as follows: 
“Hostile intelligence services draw on 
information from a variety of sources both 
overt and covert, and by piecing it together 
can build up a composite picture ofa subject. 
The dissemination of sensitive information 
can make their task easier and put national 
security at risk. It can also be of value to 
terrorist groups who lack the resources to 
obtain it through their own efforts. For these 
reasons there are dangers inherent even in 
the publication of information covered by D 
Notices which has already appeared 
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elsewhere. It is strongly requested that there 
should be no elaboration, nor confirmation 
or denial, of the accuracy of items published 
elsewhere, without reference to the [D Notice] 
Secretary.” 
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from ‘Really Bad News’; (Glasgow Uni. Media Group) 


There are currently eight general D 
Notices (which, incidentally, used to be secret 
information themselves, but were made 
public in 1982): 

No.1:Defence plans, 
operational capability, 
state of readiness and 
training 

No.2:Defence equipment 
No.3:Nuclear weapons and 


equipment 

No.4:Radio and radar 
transmissions 
No.5:Cyphers and comm- 
unications 


No.6: British security and 
intelligence services 
No.7:War precautions and 
civil defence 
No.8:Photography etc. of 
defence establishments and 
installations 

There is no direct relationship between 
the D Notice system and the Official Secrets 
Act; the latter has legal force, the former 
does not. As the official guidelines say, “The 
DNotice system is entirely voluntary and has 
no legal authority; the final responsibility 
forthe decision whether or not to publish lies 
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Xeensorship lives on 


solely with the editor or padiisher 
concerned’. However, the guadeimes also 
state pointedly that the D Notice swsaem 1s a 
useful reminder of the legal sanctions wtich 
may be broughtto bear if an editor or prodicer 
oversteps the mark. Moreover, pressure to 


comply can be overwhelming. When m the | 


early 1980s Granada TV made adocumentary 
about the Official Secrets Act, the D Nonce 
Committee asked them to exclude the address 


of the Government’s Communications | 


Headquarters (GCHQ) at Cheltenham. 
Granada objected, because the address was 
in ‘Whitaker’s Almanac’ and other registers 
and was therefore public knowledge. 
However, the IBA - the body which then 
allocated broadcasting franchises and 
monitored commercial programmes - 
intervened and ordered Granada to cut the 
reference out of the programme. (The 
Govermment's subsequent ban on trade union 
membership at GCHQ and the resulting 
publicity, strikes and court cases, ironically, 
ensured that the existence and location of 
GCHQ rapidly became household 
knowledge.) 

The Notices are issued and amended on 
the authority of the Defence Press and 
Broadcasting commuttee (DPBC), which is 
made up of officials from relevant 
government departments (e.g. Defence, 
Foreign and Home Offices) together with 
representatives of the press and broadcasting 
organisations. It is chaired by a senior MoD 
civil servant. The D Notices are sent out to 
national and provincial newspaper editors, 
radio and TV companies, and to some 
publishers of books and periodicals. When 
editors know that certain information falls 
under a particular D Notice they simply 


exclude it; when they are uncertam, they | 


may seek advice. The Secretary of the D | 
Notice Committee, Rear Admiral Higgins, | 


receives on average one phone call a week 


from editors seeking guidance on potentially ~ 


sensitive material; he gives ‘positive advice | 


not to publish’ about a dozen times a year. 
More often, editors err on the side of caution 
and omit dubious information without 
consulting anyone. 

On a whim, I telephoned Whitehall in 
search of information about the D Notice 
system. I was put through almost at once to 
Bill Higgins himself. When I told him that I 
was a Politics teacher he replied jocularly, 
“Well, I’m sure I can safely assume that none 
of your students are anarchist subversives’’. 
I thought of the two who had been arrested 
just the previous week for staging a sit-down 
demo in the middle of Oxford Street, and 
maintained a discreet silence. He was, 
incidentally, very open and informative. A 
day later the post brought a list of the D 
Notices currently in force, together with an 


C.I.A. drug-running, terrorism 
and the Clinton connection 


A look ar Costa Rica's Attempt To extradite John Hull from rhe U.S. for rerrorist 
and drug-related offenses and how Bill Clinton may have helped prevent 
investigations of drug-RUNNiNG into his own home state of ARKANSAS. 


s the 
powerfull 
Westem 
countries grapple 
with the extra- 
dition of two 
suspected 
bombers from 
Libya another 
extradition re- 
quest has gone 
almost entirely 
without notice in 
the press. Costa 
Ricais attempting 
to bring back a 
naturalised 
citizen of their 
country to face 
justice following 
a governmental } 
report into his 
activities. The 
man in question, {| 


John Hull, is John Hull, drug trafficker and key fi 


accused by Costa 

Rica of murder, drug trafficking and “hostile 
acts” against Nicaragua in violation of their 
country’s neutrality. 

John Hull was a major contra supporter 
during the U.S.’s war against Nicaragua and 
is believed to have engineered the bombing 
of the La Penca press conference given by 
Eden Pastora, the only contra leader who had 
refused to work under the C.I.A. Five were 
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explanatory handout. 

There is an annual review of the D 
Notices, which took place in October and 
made some minor adjustments in the light 
of John Major’s professed commitment to 
more open government: for example, they 
incorporated the public acknowledgement 
of MIS and MI6, the names of their chiefs 
and location of their headquarters. 

A discussion group of media 
representatives (chaired by Guardianeditor 
Peter Preston) was held just prior to that 
review, to ponder the whole existence of 
the D Notice system. There were isolated 
calls for the system to be abolished and 
replaced by separate lists of ‘sensitive’ 
items and areas to be issued by each 
government department. However, it was 


gure in the war against Nicaragua 


] killed in the explosion 
| and twenty injured 
| (though marginally 
| higher and lower 
figures have also 
| been put for- 
| ward). Hull was 


| kingpin Carlos 
| Lehder on an 
ABC news 
program of 
“pumping about 
30 tons of 
-| cocaine into the 
United States a 
year’ from his 
ranch in Costa 
Rica. It included 
an airstrip: just 
one link in the 
contra resupply 
=) network. 
Cocaine- 
funded covert 
operations have a pedigree: the C.I.A. 
support for opium-growing Chinese 
nationalists in the Golden Triangle set 
the scene for the 60s heroin plague in 
the U.S. As far back as the 50s the C.I.A. had 
found it expedient to ally with the Corsican 
syndicates smuggling drugs through 
Marseilles who were able to break the power 
of the communist dockworkers there. Further 


generally felt that this would be, at least, 
a recipe for chaos and, at worst, would 
result in more rather than less secrecy. 
The D Notice system therefore lives on, 
but is of declining importance - likely to 
‘wither on the vine’, as Higgins put it - in 
comparison to the whole panoply of 
Britain’s ‘secret state’. For civil 
libertarians, the main targets of attack 
must still be the Official Secrets Act on 
the one hand and, on the other, those 
editors and producers who supinely 
collude in the withholding of information 
from the public even when ‘national 
security’ is clearly not threatened. As 
Ernest Bevin once said in a Cabinet debate 
on media censorship, "Why bother to 
muzzle sheep?" 


examples would include the Mujaheedin 
guerrillas, for instance, and Manuel Noriega, 
who himself helped organise the routing of 
drugs to the U.S. and guns to the contras. 


“On the basis of this evidence, it is clear that 
individuals who provided support for the contras 
were involved in drug trafficking, the supply 
network of the contras was used by drug 
trafficking organisations and elements of the 
contras themselves knowingly received financial 
and material assistance from drug traffickers.” 


-Senate Foreign Relations Subcommitee on 
Terrorism, Narcotics and International Operations 


“I smuggled my share of illegal substance, but 
I also smuggled my share of weapons [to the 
contras] in exchange, with the full knowlege and 
assistance of the DEA and the CIA.” 

Gary Betzner, contra resupply pilot. 


“I believed in the contras' war at first... But 
along about 1982, the gun running and the drug 
running blurred together, and the contra war 
eventually became a business. ended up running 
drugs on behalfofthe U.S. government. Period.” 

Robert Plumlee, contra resupply pilot. 


Since jumping bail in Costa Rica, Hull has 
found sanctuary in the U.S., the country 
where he was born and also a country 
professing ‘zero tolerance’ for drug 
smugglers. And even, we are told, a whole 
‘war on drugs’ along with its ‘abhorrence of 
terrorism’. Hull has told journalists that he 
will return to Costa Rica to ‘clear his name’ 
and has even been in touch with Amnesty 
International to protest about harassment. A 
number of U.S. Congressmen quickly got in 
touch with the Costa Rican President to ask 
that he handle Hull's case "in a manner that 
will not complicate U.S.-Costa Rican 
relations." 

Can we expect Hull to return to Costa Rica 
to prove his innocence soon? Not according 
to Susie Morgan, a British journalist badly 
injured in the La Penca blast: “the CIA. ° 
cannot afford Hull taking the witness stand, 
they’d have to kill him”. She herself gave up 
chasing Hull after four arduous years of 
investigation. Others have tried too and faced 
blockages and death threats; one insider- 
turned-informant was killed on Hull’s ranch. 


OPEN EYE 2 - 1993 


ABA Mesa Rare Pre eta 


6 Corporate 


The Christic Institute: 
under attack 


The one organisation which looked as if it 
might be able to put some pressure on Hull 
was the Christic Institute - a liberal public 
interest law firm which made Hull a 
defendant, along with twenty-eight others, 
in a lawsuit brought by two of the American 
journalists injured in the La Penca explosion. 
The lawsuit charges that a criminal 
racketeering enterprise smuggled narcotics 
and arms through 
contra bases in 
Central America, 


America is supplying much of 
determined to the North American 
drug market. 

eee In the event the 
J udges into Christic Institute was 
ideologues, given the runaround 
who follow the >y the judicial 

: , system, which 
corporations denied them a jury 
agenda... trial, and with the 


unprecedented - 
politically-motivated - removal of their tax- 
exempt status looming as well as awards of 
huge costs and fines totalling $1.7 million 
against them, they may soon lie in financial 
ruins. Leonard Schroeter, chair of the 
Association of Trial Lawyers of America, 
has called the various judicial sanctions 
against the Christic Institute “the single most 
unspeakable attack on dissent I’ve everseen... 
It was judicial tyranny.” Schroeter, like 


others, is terrified at the implications: 


“Corporate 

6 ihe single America is deter- 
mined to convert 

most judges into ideo- 
unspeakable _logues, who follow 
the corpor-ations’ 

attack a de Ana part of 
dissent I’ve that agenda is 
ever seen...[t minimising people’s 
was judicial capability to have 


access to justice. 
tyr. anny Corporate America 
wants to reduce the number of lawsuits 
challenging their practices and abuses by 
the federal government... If you’re 
challenging something major, you’re 
subjecting yourself to severe risk. The risk of 
personal bankruptcy. The risk of being forced 
out of your profession. That’s the kind of 
terror this case has created.” 

Some sympathisers say that the Institute 
itself may be partially to blame for casting its 
net too wide and bringing in so much 
insufficiently well-prepared evidence along 
with superfluous and sometimes unsourced 
‘conspiracy theory’ that their case became 
too cumbersome. 

The Christic Institute has a praiseworthy 
record of legal actions in the public interest: 
ithelped with the successful Karen Silkwood 
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case against Kerr McGee Nuclear 
Corporation and with a number of important 
civil rights cases in southern black 
communities. Now, however, it may finally 
have bitten off more than it can chew: the 
White House, the C.I.A. and even the Justice 
Department (who halted the F.B.I. 
investigation of contra-linked heroin 
trafficking). It looks as if it may fail to live 


American reporter Tony Avirgan, injured by the La Penca bomb 


up to the high hopes of its supporters - who 
include Jesse Jackson and Bruce Springsteen 
- through a mixture of inexperience as well 
as a generous dose of governmental 
maliciousness. Hull apparently remains in 
hiding in the U.S. - still a free man. The 
Christic Institute has managed, until now at 
least, to survive after drastic cuts in staff and 
activities and the selling-off of buildings, 
and even then only after a large donation 
towards the $1.7 million in fines. 

There has still been no direct refusal by the 
U.S. government to allow the extradition but 
neither has there been any sign that Clinton 
favours extradition; his past behaviour may 
give little cause for optimism. 


Clinton's cocaine 
cover-up? 


A small dirt airstrip at Mena, Arkansas, 
was a major North American focus for the 
Contra drug and gun-running network, 
apparently handling a night-flight every five 
minutes, without lights, at the height of the 
activities. Democrat Congressman for 
Arkansas, Bill Alexander, has stated that 
activities at Mena have been responsible for 
large volumes of drugs coming into his state. 
In spite of mounting evidence, however, 
Clinton, as Governor of the state, appears to 
have made no attempt to help with 
investigations by local prosecutors into the 
illegal activities there; he may even have sat 
on important evidence which could have 
helped to bring into the open these activities, 
as we shall see. In his defense Clinton has 
claimed that he did in fact authorise $25,000 
for an investigation, but no trace of such a 
payment has yet been found. 

Clinton's behaviour has led to suspicion in 
some quarters that he may even have been 
linked to the C.I.A. in the past, perhaps 
receiving their help in obtaining his Rhodes 
scholarship as has happened with others. 
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One fellow scholar at the time, LtCol. Robert 
Earl, curiously enough went on to become an 
assistant to Oliver North. Clinton is well- 
known too for sending his state's National 
Guard to Honduras for training in what 
amounted in effect to Contra-supporting 
activities. He has honoured prominent 
contras, like Adolfo Calero and his brother 
as well as a notorious American supporter 
Major-General John Singlaub, with 
"Arkansas Traveller" awards. Clinton had 
also employed, in the Arkansas Development 
and Finance Administration, a contra- 
supporter named Larry Nichols, who almost 
torpedoed his candidacy later by exposing 
his affair with Gennifer Flowers during a 
court case following Nichols’ dismissal from 
his job. Clinton's brother - who has been 
convicted of cocame possession - is also 
involved, as a ‘hanger-on' of Barry Seal who 
was a major organiser of the contra resupply 


Alfred McCoy's 1972 expose’ became a camse celebre when 
the CLA. tried to prevent publication. In the ead the Agency 
managed to buy up 15,000 of the 20,000 ram straight off 
the shelves and copies have since disappeared from most 
libraries. A revised/expanded edition is now avaiable. 


network and one-time pilot for the Medellin 
cocaine cartel. An investigation in the 
newsletter "Washington Report" concluded 
that "There is ample evidence that Bush, 
Clinton, Pryor (Senator David Pryor, 
Democrat-Arkansas), Bumpers (Senator 
Dale Bumpers D-AR), Hammerschmidt, 
various U.S. attorneys, Arkansas state 
officials and Arkansas financial institutions 
knew plenty about the illegal activities at 
Mena but permitted these to proceed.” 


The Deniable Link 


One episode which ought to have brought 
the Mena activites to the attention of the 
public involves Arkansas resident andC.1.A. 
‘asset’ Terry Reed who found himself framed 
by Arkansas state officials, including 
Clinton's state security chief, Buddy Young, 
when he tried to end his role in assisting 
covert operations from Mena. He is currently 
suing these police officials. 

Reed had once worked for the C.I.A.'s 'Air 
America’ and later, as a family man, still 
happily became involved in helping the contra 
resupply network: he refitted planes and 
trained contra pilots at the Mena airstrip. 


DN, 


Later he became involved with Oliver North 
who asked Reed to allow a small plane he 
owned to be taken in a faked "theft" so that it 
could be used by the contra resupply network. 
This scam of North's - named “Operation 
Donation" - enabled him to circumvent 
Congressional clampdowns on aid to the 
contras whilst plane and boat-owners would 
claim the insurance money and lose nothing 
themselves. Reed was unhappy about lending 
the plane, perhaps permanently, as it was 
needed for his work and he declined to help. 
A few weeks later it was stolen anyway. 
Reed says it was a couple of years later, in 
1985, that a friend 
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hurt you - we just want out. (But) once you've 
seen it, you're in", as Reed puts it. It is 
suggested that he also stumbled upon a tonne 

of cocaine in a 


from his days with ’ : hanger he used. 
AirAmerica-C.LA. | Over a six-year period - from His bosses, then 
pilot WilliamCooper the time of my initial contact sep PRES 
- - told him that the . : . anti-Castro Cuban 
siane-hed actually with these guys, until everything 1... Ro dieis: 
been taken for Oliver went to hell - as we got deeper were not pleased 
North and "Project and deeper, we realised that by his refusal to 
Donation". ; npp ; continue his work 
ma mid.1986 Reed (ey are sort of building thingS — | Mexico. Before 
accepted the C.I.A.'s around you. If they want to pull he knew what had 


offer of a business 
opportunity in 
Mexico in exchange 
for further help in 
providing cover for a 
Mexican leg of the 
resupply operation. 
However, several 
months later Reed 
began to get cold feet after his old friend 
William Cooper was shot down and killed 
over Nicaragua. The sole survivor, cargo- 
kicker Eugene Hasenfus, was propelled into 
the media spotlight sparking off the Iran- 
Contra investigation. "J told them that this 
was a grandiose, fun scheme but I am not 
going to do this anymore... we don't want to 


The U.S. is certainly concerned about 
terrorism - they are involved in it. They have 
listed ‘terrorist nations’ against whom any 
dirty trick is fair game, including 
Cuba and Libya. 

But while the U.S. loudly demands 
sanctions unless two Libyans stand 
trial for an airline bombing, itignores 
similar Cuban accusations against 
two terrorists guilty of a similar 
bombing but now living in luxury in 
the U.S 

These two men - Luis Posada and 
Orlando Bosch Avila - have openly 
boasted of blowing up a Cubana 
airliner out of Barbados in 1976 - at 
a time when George Bush was head 
of the C.I.A. They helped set up a 
C.J.A.-backed terror gang "Coru", the 
Committee of United Revolutionary 
Organisations, who claimed responsibility 
for the killing of the airliner's 73 passengers 


the plug, they can, which they 

did. You are the deniable link. 

When | pissed the guys off heen 

down in Mexico, they set out to 

burn me... they set up this 
crime 


hit him Reed 
found that his 
"stolen" plane had 
secretly 
returned to its 
hanger and a 
9 passing private 

investigator just 

happened to be 
walking by this hanger as the wind blew the 
door open to show the plane. He soon found 
himselfin court, along with his wife, charged 
with insurance fraud. His F.B.I. file now 
inexplicably described him as "armed and 
dangerous”. The initially skeptical Public 
Defenders appointed to the case soon changed 
their minds when they and the Reeds suffered 


and crew. 
Posada and Bosch were imprisoned in 
Caracas after two of their henchmen 


Roy kepta prop Bible on his desk, useful 
when he needed to get along with the 
born-agains in the Agency. He opened it 
and pretended to read. “Harken unto me, 
read thou my lips, for verily I say that 
wheresoever the C.I.A. putteth in its meathooks 
upon the world, there also are to be found those 
substances which God may have created but 
the U.S. code hath decided to control. Get me? 
Now old Bush used to be head of the C.I.A., so 
you figure it out.” 


Vineland, Thomas Pynchon (1990). 


confessed. Afterashort imprisonment (during 
which they drew salaries from the Venezuelan 
Secret police, the DSIP) a military tribunal 
let them out and one Oliver North arranged 
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what under normal 
circumstances would 
have been an inexplicable 
series of violent incidents 
including break-ins, fire- 
bombing and an 
apparently deliberate hit- 
and-run attack when one 
of the Defenders’ cars was 
rammed. In the event 
Reed was aquitted of 
insurance fraud perhaps because he had 


expressed his 6 | am absolutely 
wish to sub- 


nae ad convinced that we 
poenaNortand have ... had various 
Ree branches of our 

Reports on the rane j 

case by Buddy government - C.I.A. 
Young, Clin- etc. - who have 
ton's security operated, who have 
chief, had been worked with drug 


dictatedin 1988 traffickers for various 
and backdated geopolitical reasons, 


by a year; the etc. That is 
Judge conclud- absolutely 
ed that Young intolerable. 
and the private 9 
investigator Senator Alphonse 
both had a D'Amato, pen of 
"reckless dis- New York 


regard for the 

truth". Vital evidence supporting Reed's 
claims remained in Clinton's mansion way 
after it should have been handed over to the 
court. Reed is currently prosecuting the 
Arkansas officials who he believes tried - 
unsuccessfully - to frame him. 


Pictures courtesy of Christic Institute: 8733 Yenice Boulevard, Los 
Angeles, CA 90034 Tel. O10 | 310 287 1556 ; 

SELECTED SOURCES: Covert Action 31, The Realist 122, Unclassified 
Vol. N Wo. |, Christic Institute - Convergence, Summer! Fall/Winter 
1991. 
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How the U.S. protects airline terrorists 


their flights out of Venezuela. 

In fact, Bosch and Posada are no strangers 
to "disappearing" people in the region. 
Posada, for example, joined pre-revolution 
Cuban President Batista's security police in 
the 1950s and was later involved in an attempt 
to kill Fidel Castro in 1971 using a machine 
gun hidden in a TV camera. Bosch, more 
successfully, was involved in killing Chilean 


| diplomat Orlando Letelier in 1976, using a 


radio-controlled bomb. 

The problem with Bosch and Posada ever 
facing justice is that they might use the 
‘Eichmann defence' - that is, that they were 
obeying the orders of the Director of the 
C.1.A., George Walker Bush. If you could 
bottle hypocrisy and sell it, Bush could settle 
the U.S. budget deficits tomorrow. 


Mark Francis, Cuba Solidarity Campaign Newsletter, Latin 


America House, Kingsgate Place, London, NW6 4TA, Tel. 081 
965 9356 
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OE - Is it true that you would like to see 
a Europe-wide socialist party? 

KL - Yes, because capitalism is now truly 
international. In the same way that 200 years 
ago you actually had local trade unions and 
local collections of radicals and so on who 
ended up forming national unions and 
national political groupings, because that 
was the only way to tackle British capitalism, 
now that capitalism is international you’ ve 
got to have much wider links with the Labour 
movement. Now a step towards generally 
international working class cooperation is in 
the first instance getting European-wide trade 
union and socialist parties to make certain 
we control what is the economic unit of 
Europe. Capital is now operating on a 
European basis, labour must do so as well. 

OE - And in the 3rd world? 

KL- Yes, I see it as a step towards that but 
from where we’re starting the first stage 
comes through Europe; then making sure 
that the government of Europe, when we 
eventually have it, is working properly with 
the Third World and not exploiting them. 

OE - How do we avoid exploiting the 
Third World? 

KL - We should start by just writing off 
Third World debt. That’s the single most 
important thing, then you should actually 
allow the Third World to have free trade with 
the West. At the moment we force Third 
World countries to buy our finished goods on 
our terms and we don’t allow them to sell the 
goods they can produce on their terms, which 
is basically agriculture. We have huge tariffs. 
So we have this nonsense that out of our 
taxes we pay vast sums to farmers to produce 
food which we don’t use which means we 
pay through taxes to support farmers, we 
also pay for more expensive food and stop 
the Third World from selling us that food. So 
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Trots. 


we’re actually paying to increase 
starvation and destitution in the 
Third World. We shouldn’t have 
this barmy system. I mean you 
could act; if you had an economic 
unit the size of Europe throwing 
its weight around behind these 
issues you’d get somewhere. 
Britain on its own can achieve 
nothing. In a united Europe you 
could actually start arguing for international 
controls on the environment and working 
conditions. That means you get workers in 
the Third World and workers in the 

first world co-operating so that what 


Brent's Labour M.P. Ken Livingstone 
talks to Open Eye about Third World debr, 
_ biotechnology... urban perverts and juvenile 


of genetic manipulation? 

KL - No, I’m in favour of it because then 
you could breed out from the human race the 
tendency to produce people like Hitler and 
Tebbit and Thatcher. (Laughs) 

I think with plants what you're going to 
get is, instead of having nitrates added to the 
soils and pesticides, we’ll genetically 
engineer plant seeds so that they fix their 
own nitrogen as they’re growing and they’re 
more resistant to disease. That’s the lesser 
evil, saturating the world with chemicals or 
genetically engineering a portion of the 
livestock and plant life that you use. And 

then when you come to looking at 


we end up with is Third World .../deas ourselves I think once you’ve 
workers being lifted up to the are what's developed the technique 
standard of the West rather than the important sufficiently - and for that we’re 
Western workers being dragged f talking well mto the next century 
down to Third World standards not - you face the prospect of being 
which is the more realistic prospect holding able to elimmate diabetes and 
that we face at the moment: an office any other genetically-inherited 
offensive by Capital. diseases or problems. 

OE - Would you urge any controls on Given that one child in twenty 
multinational companies? is born with a genetic defect, people are 


K - It’s notsomething I’ ve done a study or 
any detailed work on. I assume in all of these 
areas what we’ ve gotto get is internationally 
recognised labour protection and health and 
safety and environmental protection so that 
all these -companies operate within 
constraints, rather than pick on individual 
ones. If you tackle say European 
multinationals and prevent them exploiting 
the Third World most probably the American 


or Japanese would exploit them. 

OE - I recently read that one p 
American country had sold off the 
rights to its entire genetic material to sói 
American company - do you think this is a 
good or bad thing? Shouid they be worried? 


K - They could be, because early in the 
next century bioengineering, genetic 
manipulation, will most probably be the 
second largest source of global profits after 
information technology. And it's going to be 
a tremendous concentration of power 
amongst the small number of MNCs that 
control genetic engineering and it will be a 
major struggle to see some sort of democratic 
accountability about what they’re doing. 


OE - So there’s no way to stop this thing 
rolling forward - controls limiting this kind 
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going to pay to make sure the kids they 
produce haven’t got that. 

OE - You’re in favour of the development 
of genetic health technology? 

KL - Mn, there is no difference between 
doing that and people like Pasteur doing 
work that eventually led to antibiotics. It’s 
too late to say we should leave ourselves in 
our natural state, we aren’t in our natural 
state. We’ve changed this world out of all 
recognition already through selective 
breeding of plants and animals and changing 
the environment. It’s not even recent, the 
Aborigines transformed Australia 10,000 
years ago. 

OE - That’s a bit like arguing for a 
technological fix to cure us of all the ills 
we’ve created in this society rather than 
actually tackling the fundamental problems 
of an industrial society - getting rid of 
pollution, reducing the impact of industry. 

KL - If you get rid of all the pollution 
people would still inherit diabetes. We should 
now be able to lift ourselves above being 
simply the creation of random chance and 
natural selection. In one sense we’ ve already 
done that, most people who had any genetic 
weaknesses would’ve died out in pre- 


civilisation but we’ve stopped evolution 
working; we no longer actually allow people 
who have got diabetes and one leg shorter 
than another to just simply fail in the hunting 
of food and all of that, and die out. You’ve 
now got to develop the mechanisms which 
eliminate those negative genes otherwise 
humankind will become a bigger 
and bigger reservoir of genetic 
defects. 

OE - Doesn't this lock us into a 
high-tech industrial society? 

KL - What we’ re talking about is 
some people carrying one gene | 
which is defective which opens up ; 
the way to disease A, Bor C - it’s | 
just correcting that so that they and l 
their children no longer pass it on. I 
don’t see it as a great moral issue at 
all, it’s just a more complicated 
version of taking an aspirin for a 
headache. 

OE - A lot of people think 
biotechnology is the new version of 
agriculture's “Green Revolution”, 
but look what happened, it just 
exacerbated problems of 
overeliance on agrochemicals, 


increased pollution, and the 
concentration of wealth and power. 


KL - And this gives us a chance 
to actually reduce these pollutions. 
There’ ll be problems with it that we 
can’t foresee but there is with every ~ 


stage in progress. People had exactly the “Well, at least that severe our last contact with technology" your councils, you have your M.P.s, balance 


same qualms about antibiotics when they 
started, they had exactly the same qualms 
about breeding selectively 100s of years ago. 

OE - Aren't we seeing increases in 
preventable diseases as a consequence of 
our drug-ridden industrial lifestyle; these 
wouldn't exist in a more ‘natural’ state? 

KL - No, that’s a consequence of having 
five billion people on the face of the planet 
instead of 100 million. If you have 100 
million people on the planet in happy harmony 
with nature doing hunter-gathering - they 
don’tmove around, they mix with the adjacent 
tribe so diseases don’t get around. You can 
only go back to the idyllic world you clearly 
hanker after if you’re prepared to eliminate 
99% of life among humans. 

OE - So you don’t think the planet can 
sustain a population of 5 billion in a less- 
industrialised system? 

KL - Nope, I don’t, and I think the more 
advanced we get the more chance we have of 
clearing up our earlier mistakes. 

OE - Would you like to see some kind of 
reduction in population? 

KL - Mm, most people when they have a 
choice want one or two children or none. A 
few people want to have twelve but the 
majority of people once they have the choice 
dramatically reduce the number of kids 
they’ ve got. So, as soon as you can actually 
lift up Third World people to some decent 
living conditions and education and medical 
help, the population will start to stabilise and 
perhaps even decline. 


KEN LIVINGSTONE 


OE - What did you think of the German 
Green Party’s split between '‘realos' and 
'fundis' - with the fundis against those who 
wanted to make a career in politics? 

KL - I would not have been a 
fundamentalist and I think the use of the term 
‘career’ is derogatory and inaccurate. The 
fundamentalists assume there’s some route 
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on their own. I think the realistic wing of the 
Green party recognise that the way 
forward is a Green-Red coalition 
in which you actually synthesise 
socialism and ecological 
consciousness. If the Greens seek 
to create their own political party, 
which one day wins the majority 
of votes that’s fine, but the world 
would’ve been polluted to death 
before we got to that happy state. It 


took the Labour Party forty-five would've been I found in any large powerful 
years to get a majority in polluted to death organisation is you'll be 
Parliament. It depresses me greatly before we got to bloody lucky if you’ve got 
that the Greens are standing against that happy state enough to be able to hold 


me in Brent East and not against 

the rightwing Tory in Brent North. You 
target the most reactionary, anti- 
environmental forces in all parties, so you 
don’t challenge those people who have got a 
good record on environmental issues and 
then you aim to build a wider coalition, and 


l- what I detect amongst my friends in the 


Greens is that they’re taught party 
chauvinism: this terrible disease that means 
you believe your party is the only answer not 
a broad coalition of interests. 

OE - Do you think the Green Party 
needed its efficiency drive pushed through 
by Green 2000? 

KL - I think they’d be better as a 
campaigning group because they’ve got the 
chance and stood for Parliament, won seats 
here and there but they had their chance and 
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| through. They’re talking about committing 


If the Greens seek 
to create their own 
political party, . 
which one day 
wins the majority 
of votes that’s 
fine, but the world 


they threw it away. Itmight be ten, twenty or 
thirty years before they get a chance to break 
through again like they did at the Euro- 
elections, when they just weren’t ready for it. 
If they had the efficient party machine there 
in 1989 and a Tory M.P. had dropped dead 
somewhere in the West Country and they 
could’ ve broken through and got their 
first green M.P. then you’ ve got to say 
that they got the chance to break through 
and build up and get somewhere and 
that hasn’t been done. They are building 
a party machine so that they can gettwo 
percent of the vote in every constituency 
in Britain, perhaps eventually four or 
five, I mean, that’s a terrible waste of 
their time whereas actually putting the 
squeeze on all existing politicians means 
youcan achieve something. Don’t forget 
the early socialists; a lot of them didn’t 
think in terms of a Labour party that 
would bring them socialism. I think it 
was the Webbs that argued in terms of 
actually winning the Tory party to 
socialism. A logic of planning and 
intervention, you should be able to reach 
everyone. I think it’s a bit optimistic 
thinking in terms of winning the Tory 
vote to socialism, but that idea that the 
ideas are what’s important not holding 
office is the key one. 

Like the Labour party, you have 


of power, get more M.P.s, one day break 


themselves to a generation 
or two of work before they 
see any realistic advance. It’s 
going to be too late. 

OE - Did you like the 
German greens’ idea of 
having rotating leadership 
positions? 

KL - Well, you have a 
theoretical attraction. All that 


down the jobs and do them 
well; rotating them so that an idiot gets their 
turn doesn’t necessarily carry any force. 
When I was leader of the G.L.C. if someone 
had come up with the idea - let’s have a 
rotating leadership every two years - I would 
not have been in favour of it because I didn’t 
trust any of the other sods there to be as 
progressive as I was going to be. Fine if 
you’ ve gotso many people of such calibre all 
can do the job, rotating posts, then I’m all in 
favour of it, but I can’t really see such an 
idealist state of affairs being around. 
OE - Ata meeting in Edinburgh a year or 
two back you said that in 1968 you were a 
sort of anarchist... 


KL - I was in a group called “Solidarity”. 
I’m not certain, they might even still exist. 
[Yes: 123 Lathom Road, London, E6] 
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OE - You saw the movements more or 
less fail and followed Rudi Dutschke’s 
advice: "the long march through the 
institutions". What do you 
Say to the people at that 6 


KEN LIVINGSTONE 


OE - The Labour party looks as if it is 
losing the less traditional votes to the liberals, 
the Greens and people like that? 


KL - Yes, it’s quite 


í : 4 interesting; there was an 

meeting and elsewhere that l think the Labour party’s Fhe : 

inevitably callthis a sell out? a coalition be tween opinion poll in The Times 
KL - I say yah, boo, sucks, the day I was kicked off 


come back and see me in 
twenty years when you’re a 
merchant banker and I’m still 
plugging away for socialism. 


respectable working class 

conservatives with a small years ago and they asked 

‘c’ and urban perverts like 
me and Labour wins 


Labour’s N.E.C. three 


people who do you think 
should be the leader of the 


This is the joy: I joined the When both these groups 9 Labour party and they 

went down a list and there 
was something like 
Kinnock, say thirty percent or forty percent, 
perhaps even fifty, Hattersley about twenty 
percent, then Smith, Gould and me with 


Labour party when I was 
twenty-two, I’m now forty- 
seven, half my life spent in the Labour party, 
and in that time I’ve seen at least three waves 
of young radicals appear on the scene, 
condemn me as a reactionary arsehole, . 
and then shoot out madly off to the right 
once they’ ve got their degrees and started 
working in the city and things like that you 
know. 

You get great confidence in your ability 
not to be guilt-tripped by juvenile Trots 
when you’ve sort of just seen wave after 
wave of this happen and you’re still there 
plugging away. I am areformist and that’s 
all you can achieve in these circumstances. 
If these were pre-revolutionary times I’d 
most probably be a revolutionary. You 
push through as much as you can get at the 
present time. I’m not going to lie awake at ' 
night because some sloppy Trot has 
condemned me when I know for a fact that in 
ten years I’ II still be fighting. Some Trots are 
pretty good, a lot of people in the S.W.P. 
bang away and do what they can. 

OE - How much is the Labour party 
caught between its traditional base and the 


newer more ‘post-materialist' concerns of - 
the soft left such as the environment? 


KL - I think the Labour party’s G 
a coalition between respectable 


are together 


about ten and eight and seven percent. What 
was interesting was when you look at the 
seven percent or whatever it was that wanted 
me to be the leader of the Labour party, the 
majority of them weren’t Labour party voters. 
The majority of them were tories and liberals. 
I think there is a desire for radical change 
which could easily vote for me in 


Brent East or vote for 6 I think there is a 


Segments of support... 

KL - Or urban perverts. I think that's the 
term that Mrs. Thatcher would perceive us to 
be. We’re the sort of people Mrs. Thatcher's 
parents warned her not to talk to when she 
was a little girl; we enjoy ourselves and our 
bodies. Mrs. Thatcher was brought up in that 
great English tradition that happmess was a 
sin and we should suffer in this life so that 
you could sit at God’s right hand in the next 
one and sing hymns - well I’d much rather be 
happy in this one thank you. 


OE - Do you see anything positive in 
what she did? 


K - I liked her attack on the barristers; I 
liked her attacks on the C.A.P. I have to say 
that out of our twelve years in government I 

think those are the only two things that I 
agreed with her on. Everything else - I 
think she was a psychopath and needed 
institutional care, not access to 
government. 

OE - Because you stand for all these 
new and personal politics, would you 
like to see a new renamed party, if one 
day you woke up and the Labour party 
wasn’t there anymore? 

KL - If you're going to ask me a 
hypothetical quesuon why don’t you say 
wouldn’t I like to create a new world - 
why stop at just creating anew party? We 
are stuck with the world as it is, we start 

1 from here. The idea of creating a new 
political party which no doubt would be 
called the ‘fruits and flakes’. it's just not 
going to happen because you ve actually got 
to transform the Labour party and part of our 
task is educational. The thing about 
Thatcher’s style which was so impressive 
was that she never stopped educating. she 
pushed her views down 
everyone’s throats every 
minute of the day and that’s 


working class conservatives with They forget Paddy Ashdown in desire for radical part of what politics is: 
a small ‘c’ and urban perverts they're only Yeovil or the Greens change which could pounding out your message. 
like me and Labour wins when there because somewhere else. These easily vote for me in So often Labour gets in 
both these groups are together. they've an E nt Brent East or vote for government and disappears 
Now, much of the last fifteen actually made ae . D E a Paddy Ashdown in _ behind the chauffeur-driven 
years they’ve been at a case for 9 ete wo x Yeovil or the cars and drinks cupboards. 
loggerheads, but you can’t win change. around A lor Of them Greens 


without both. A party that’s just 

radical left, that doesn’t understand workers 
fears, educate and carry them with them ain’t 
going to win. And equally a simple 
conservative working party like John Smith's 
has a problem even holding a commanding 
lead in the polls. In 1964/66 Wilson was the 
last leader to really galvanise both strands 
well. The respectable working class believed 
he was going to make changes. 

We haven’t had a leader since then who’s 
bridged both these camps. John F. Kennedy 
and Robert Kennedy coulddo that in America. 
When Robert Kennedy was assassinated the 
working class whites who'd been voting for 
him moved straight over and voted for Nixon, 
they didn’t go for the other democrats, and so 
its not an easy thing to define and to articulate. 
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made the mistake of thinking 
Thatcher would bring change and 
what’s interesting is that when the G.L.C. 
was at the height of its success the group 
which was most dramatically swinging to 
Labour were the yuppies - the social class A, 
B, Cl. Young, white middle class people, 
well-off, who were attracted to the G.L.C. I 
think as much to the style as anything because 
we seemed to be of the future rather than old- 
fashioned and backward-looking and sadly 
Kinnock took on board the glitz and the 
glamour, the advertising and the polling 
methods of the G.L.C. but without the core 
policies which were radical and forward- 
looking. 

OE - So Kinnock was the man for the 
traditional groupings rather than the newer 
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somewhere else 


Someone like Wilson 
9 could’ ve had a great fight, it 

would’ ve been far easier then 
than it is now, he’d clearly understood what 
was wrong with the British economy - the 
domination of the City of London and all 
that, the high military spending - and he did 
nothing about it. And he became like so 
many others - committed to perambulating 
around like some international circus 
pretending to be a statesperson, drinking his 
vintage brandies and not actually tackling 
the dominant economic problems. Wilson 
went there to be seduced by the machine. 
They forget they’re only there because 
they’ve actually made a case for change. 


Twenty years ago America was convinced 
A foreign power had murdered its 
President. The end of the Cold War has 
prompted a reappraisal of recent history 
as Robin Ramsay explains. 


here are certain events in American 
history which serve as the focal 
points of ideological struggle 
between left and right: the 1930s depression, 
the entry of the USA into World War II, the 
guilt or innocence of Alger Hiss - and the 
Kennedy assassination. Take the massive 
Anglo-American media attention devoted to 
Edward J. Epstein's book Legendin 1973. In 


that Epstein sought to re-establish the Warren 

Oswald alone did the dirty deed; but adding 

to it the suggestion that he had been got at by 

the KGB. Oswald was still a ‘lone nut’ but 

spending a great deal of Readers’ Digest 

research money, Epstein found no evidence 

that Oswald was KGB, and his rehash of the 

ission's version of the 

shooting in Dallas 

was as inept as its 

Why did he do it? 

an Epstein was by then the 

spokesman for James 

Jesus Angleton, the 

the CIA Counter Intelligence 

who had been sacked in 

1974. 

Angleton 

pP lar believed 

that 

was KGB because a 

© KGB defector to the 

A n CIA called Nosenko 

had said that he 

(Oswald) wasn’t KGB, and Angleton 

Angleton had also been very close to the 

Israeli government since the late 1940s and 

in 1978 the Israeli government - and the 

enthusiastic supporters of the Second Cold 

War then being cranked up in the United 
States. 

Israel needed continued U.S. support, and 

that support had been waning ever since the 

OPEC oil price rise of 1973. Such support 

the United States' most reliable, anti-Soviet 

ally in the Middle East. (There are the 

' occasional hints that Israeli intelligence had 

simply to help undermine U.S. confidence in 

Italy, Israel's main regional rival in the 

Friends-of-the-USA contest.) But the Israeli 


Commission's verdict that Lee Harvey 

somehow the KGB's'lone nut’. In fact, despite 

J Warren Comm- 
progenitor. 

paranoid former head of 

Oswald 

believed that Nosenko was a false defector. 

Israeli lobby in the United States - were 

The logic of the position looked like this: 

could best be ensured by presenting Israel as 

` a hand in the Italian ‘strategy of tension’ 

role was only plausible if there actually was 


Assassination buff Mark Lane in 3 model of Dealey Plaza 


a perceived Soviet ‘threat’. Epstein's 
repackaging of Oswald as KGB was a handy, 
bite-sized piece of psychological warfare in 
that campaign. 

If we add the final pieces; that the CIA 
seems to have had some kind of relationship 
with the Reader's Digest - who funded 
Epstein's ‘research’ - since the early years of 
the First Cold War; that Epstein'’s book 
appeared in time to pre-empt the report of the 
House Select Committee on Assassinations, 
then you have the pieces in a puzzle to which 
only Epstein knows the solution. 

Fourteen years and three disastrous terms 
of infantile rightwing Republican 
government later, Oliver Stone reworks the 
shooting in Dallas from a (vaguely) left 
perspective. And - to no-one's surprise - 
where Epstein's version got oceans of 
sycophantic attention in the Anglo-American 
media, Stone gets hammered before the film 
has even been shot. 

At the centre of the Stone movie are Jim 
Garrison, the New Orleans DA, and Clay 
Shaw, the gay businessman Garrison charged 
with conspiracy to kill the President. How 
things change. . . Two years ago issue 20 of 
Lobster included a long analysis of the UK 
names in Clay Shaw's address book. Itevinced 
one letter, from a Daily Mirror journalist, 
who described the piece as ‘quintessential 
Lobster'’- i.e. of interest to few, fascinating 
nonetheless, and unlikely to find a publisher 
anywhere else. When Stone's movie was 
released here he rang to ask if he could use 
the Shaw material in a piece he thought he 
had sold to the Sunday Times. (The story 
didn't appear, in the end.) But Shaw had gone 
from being ultra-obscure to mainstream in 
about 3 months - thanks to JFK. When did a 
cultural event change the climate so fast and 
so permanently in this country? ‘Cathy Come 
Home' in the mid sixties? 

I liked Stone's film, despite its 
sentimentality, the soapy domestic scenes 
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chez 'Garrison' and the preposterous closing 
speech. It is aremarkable piece ofmainstream 
narrative cinema (with one dazzling cameo 
from Ed Asner as Guy Bannister). My only 
minor quibble would be that missing from 
Stone's narrative are the people who published 
criticisms of the Warren Commission Report 
before Jim Garrison began in 1967. Credit 
where credit is due: that the Warren 
Commission didn't get away with their snow 
job about Oswald, is down to the work of the 
assassination buffs. In 1964 virtually the 
entire U.S. establishment - media, politicians, 
U.S. state authorities, CIA etc. - agreed on 
the ‘lone nut' solution. Against them were 
ranged a handful of Americans - a goodly 
proportion of them women, Mae Brussel and 
Sylvia Meagher, for example - who knew 
they were being sold a pup and refused to buy 
it. Facing massive hostility, ridicule and, in 
some cases, harassment from the state 
authorities, the JFK assassination buffs 
persisted and eventually overturned the 
official version of reality. This is aremarkable 
achievement that Stone might just have 
nodded towards. 

Finally, the impact of the film illustrates 
the problems for the security apparatus of the 
nation state now represented by the global 
media. Twenty or thirty years ago it was 
possible for the National Security apparatus 
to put out a line to its agents of influence 
inside the mass media - as the CIA did 
against Jim Garrison, Mark Lane and other 
critics of the Warren Commission - and what 
was called 'the mighty Wurlitzer’ of CIA 
propaganda would crank into action. These 
days it is more difficult to rubbish a book or 
film out of existence. The pre-release assaults 
on Stone in the U.S. media served simply as 
global PR for the film. The U.S. government 
has not yet learned the lesson the British state 
learned during its attempts to suppress Spy 
Catcher. 

Robin Ramsay is editor of Lobster magazine. 
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Future of U.S. Power 


Former C.I.A. officer Philip 
Agee traces the roots of U.S. 
foreign policy and covert operations. 
The U.S. Now STRESSES A NEW MORE 
enlightened rationale for its global 
INTERVENTIONS - 'democRATisATION' - 
bur is this just a case of using Newly 
refined methods towards the same 
goals as before? 


ver May Day weekend I was one of 

several thousand people attending 

an international solidarity 
conference in Brussels organised by the 
Belgian Labour Party. Among the participants 
were representatives of progressive and 
revolutionary parties and 
movements from around the world. 
The atmosphere was a refreshing 
reminder that the ideal of socialism, 
and resistance to exploitation and 
oppression, are very much alive. 

Myrole was tooutline U.S. efforts 
during the Cold War — mainly 
through the CIA—to suppress 
Third World national liberation 
movements. Additionally, I was 
asked to speculate on what these 
movements could expect from the 
U.S. under the Bush-proclaimed 
New World Order. Inevitably, 
questions arose about the much 
televised burning of Los Angeles. 
Would it affect Bush in the November 
elections? Could it be only the beginning? 
Was it another sign of overall U.S. decline? 

Los Angeles, I suggested, was the result of 
the U.S. system working exactly as it is 
supposed to - the failure being not the 
existence of poverty, rage, and despair, but 
the momentary inability of the dominant 
class and culture to dissuade or distract the 
"underclass" from taking mass action. The 
Rodney King beating verdict simply lifted 
the lid. 

The events in L.A. and other cities 
underlined the domestic system that produces, 
and is in turn affected by, U.S. foreign policy, 
including CIA activities. They were also a 
vivid reminder that the 1990s is a period of 
transition, with enormous opportunities for 
change in national priorities — a potential 
not seen since the late 1940s. The possibilities 
for positive change in those post-World War 
II years, not overwhelming to be sure, 
disappeared when Truman and his team 
decided in 1950 to start a permanent war 
economy in the United States. The reason? 
The U.S. economy, in its traditional trickle- 
down structure, needed militarism at home 
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and abroad to generate jobs and exports to 
avoid a return to the 1930s conditions of 
depression — toward which the economy 
was then feared to be moving. 

Moreover, we cannot recall too often, the 
ideologists of that time believed that the 
Soviet Union was out to conquer the world. 
At stake, as Paul Nitze, former Dillon Read 
investment banker, wrote in the secret re- 
militarization plan known as NSC-68, was 
"the fulfillment or destruction not only of this 
Republic but of civilization itself." 
Intensification of the Cold War would plant 
“the seeds of destruction within the Soviet 
system" resulting in a fundamental change in 
the system or its collapse. The plan admitted 
to being “in effect a policy of calculated and 
gradual coercion.”! 


Public and congressional opposition to 
rearmament (the grand plan was kept secret 
for 25 years) only broke when China entered 
the war in Korea in late 1950. By 1952, the 
military budget had more than tripled to $44 
billion while the services doubled to 3.6 
million men and women.” The permanent 
war economy was a reality. Meanwhile 
repression of domestic political dissent 
reached near hysteria. 

In the process the CIA's covert operations, 
already in progress in Europe, expanded 
worldwide. By 1953, according to the 1970s 
Senate investigation, there were major covert 
programs under way in 48 countries, 
consisting of propaganda, paramilitary, and 
political action operations. The bureaucracy 
also grew. In 1949, the Agency's covert 
action arm had about 300 employees and 
seven overseas field stations; three years 
later it had 2,800 employees and 47 field 
stations. In the same period, the budget for 
these activities grew from $4.7 million to 
$82 million. ° 

Covert operations became a way of life, or 
better said, a way of death, for the millions of 
people abroad who lost their lives in the 
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reform-minded, 


"Democratisation" and the 


process. By the Reagan-Bush period in the 
1980s, covertoperations were costing billions 
of dollars. CIA 


governments Director William 


Casey would be 


and others quoted as saying that 


attacked by the covert action was the 
U.S., were left, 


"keystone" of U.S. 
policy in the Third 
World. * 

Throughout the 
CIA's 45 years, one 


nationalist, 


popu list or president after another 
simply has used it to intervene 
uncooperative ‘¢cretly, and 


sometimes not so 

secretly, in the 
domestic affairs of other countries, presuming 
their affairs were ours. Almost 
always. money was spent for 
activities to prop up political forces 
considered fnend]v to U.S. interests, 
or to weaken and destroy those 
considered unfriendly or 
threatening. 


Friends and Enemies 


The friends were easy to define: 
those who beheved and acted like 
us, took orders. cooperated. Until 
the collapse of communism in 
Eastern Europe, enemies were also 
readily recognised: the Soviet Union 
and its allies, with China having 
ambiguous status since the 1970s. But how 
to explain covert action taken against others, 
not associated with the Soviets? Iran in 1953, 
Guatemala in 1954, Indonesia in 1958, Cuba 
in 1959, Ecuador in 1963. Brazil in 1964, 
Chile in 1970, Nicaragua in 1979, and 
Grenada in 1983 — to name a few. 

These governments, and others attacked by 
the U.S., were left, nationalist. reform- 
minded, populist or simply uncooperative — 
and U.S. hostility did indeed drive some of 
them to seek arms and other support from the 
Soviet Union. But why initially were they 
seen as threatening? 

What U.S. interests needed protection from 
these governments or from like-minded 
movements seeking power? The answers to 
these questions from the past show the need 
for continuity in the future. Although the 
Cold War has ended, the covert and overt 
interventions which characterised it will 
surely continue undiminished in the post- 
Soviet era. 

The Threat of Self- 
Determination 


Around 100 years ago, U.S. leaders, like 
their European counterparts before them, 


San 


recognised a fundamental strategy for 
enhancing the domestic economy and at the 
same time increasing international power. 
Already U.S. production was too great for 
the domestic market to absorb, and excess 
capital was looking for investment overseas. 
It was essential to ensure access to foreign 
markets, as well as to cheap resources and 
labour. These goals required an 
interventionist foreign policy wherein "their" 
resources were theirs only by accident of 
geography. Today the U.S. economy is more 
dependent than ever on access to foreign 
resources through the operations of 
transnational corporations, especially in the 
Third World. But this access is constantly at 
risk because those countries so often have 
grossly unjust, and therefore unstable, 
domestic systems. Some are autocratic, but 
many are akin to the U.S., with formal 
democracy and an entrenched elitist ruling 
minority. The difference, of course, is that 
their "underclass" is the mass of the 
population whereas ours, although increasing, 
is still proportionally much smaller. 
Despite brutal repression, people throughout 
the Third World disputed not only the right 
of the U.S. to erode their national sovereignty, 
but they also challenged the legitimacy of 
their own ruling minorities — often remnants 
from colonialism. Their nationalist political 
and economic agendas meant reduced 
dependence on, and, therefore reduced control 
by, the North. Government programs to 


- favour peasants, the working class, and the 


poor violated free market principles, and 
were a bad example. Agrarian and urban 
reform programs violated individual property 
rights, including those of foreigners. And, 
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' the CIA mounted 
covert operations to 
weaken and destroy 
the programs — and 
with no small 
success. Local elites, 
whose privileged 
position was also 
threatened by 
movements for social change, were 
the CIA's natural allies. 


The High Stakes 


The economics of Cold War 
domination meant large transfers 
of wealth from South to North. 
Consider only the last decade. 
From 1982 — when the debt crisis 
reached critical mass — to 1990, 
the net flow of wealth from South 
to North was $418 billion.* This 
net transfer resulted from average 
monthly payments of interest and 
principal of nearly $12.5 billion or 
a nine-year total of $1.3 trillion. 
Such payments, as Susan George 
points out in her recent book, The Debt 
Boomerang, were only possible through 
accumulation of new debt by the poor 
countries, which by the end of 1990 owed 61 
percent more than in 1982.° Mass misery and 
environmental destruction in the South are 
part and parcel of the continuing net transfer. 

While the East-West dimension of the Cold 
War was a stand-off from the beginning, it 
was here, within the North/South dynamic, 
that both the economic battle and the shooting 
wars raged. As long as the underlying 
rationale — control of resources, labour and 
markets — remains, these conflicts are bound 
to continue irrespective of the disappearance 
of the East-West conflict. And as long as 
injustice, exploitation, andrepression prevail, 
whether in the form of “structural 
adjustments” or death squads, people will 
resist. The U.S. will react to the resulting 
"instability" as ithas for decades: with covert 
operations mounted against movements for 
independence, reform, and social justice, 
whether they have achieved power, as in 
Cuba, or whether they are struggling for 
power. Until U.S. definitions of threats, 
friends, and enemies change — and they are 
unlikely to without profound alterations in 
the U.S. domestic system — its need for 
covert operations will continue. 

For a hint of covert operations in the 1990s 
and beyond, it is instructive to reconsider 
some recent examples from the 1980s with 
emphasis on means and ends. 

Central America was a major focus of U.S. 
attention during this period. Through CIA 
covert and semi-covert operations, and overt 
activities as well, the U.S. tried 
simultaneously to overthrow the government 
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prevail, whether 
in the form of 
"structural 
adjustments" or 
death squads, 
people will resist 


—|DEMOCRATISATION" 
worst of all, they 6 As long as of Nicaragua and to destroy the 
were seen to breach injustice, movement for revolutionary 
U.S.-led anti- uati reform in El Salvador, the 
communist exploitation, and Farabundo Marti National 
solidarity. Usually, repression Liberation Front (FMLN). In 


Nicaragua the means were 
terrorism and destruction 
through a 10,000-strong 
surrogate paramilitary force, 
along with economic blockade, 
propaganda and diplomatic 
pressures. About one percent 
of the population, some 35,000 
people, died. In El Salvador, 
the CIA and U.S. military expanded local 
military and security forces, and by extension 
the infamous death squads, to enable the 
government to fight the FMLN to a standoff. 
In the effort, the U.S.-backed forces killed 
over 70,000 people. Although they targeted 
trade unionists, student activists, human rights 
advocates and peasant organisers, the 
majority of the casualties — randomly 
selected campesinos — were killed or 
disappeared simply to instill terror. Under 
the guise of exporting democracy, the CIA 
and other U.S. agencies in El Salvador 
promoted "demonstration elections” as public 
relations exercises to cover their clients’ 
atrocities.” The military-controlled civilian 
government could then be renamed a 
"fledgling democracy.” 


The National Endowment 
for Democracy 


In the 1980s, in both Nicaragua and El 
Salvador, the U.S. introduced a new vehicle 
for exporting U.S.-style democracy - the 
National Endowment for Democracy (NED). 
Its origins go back to the early catastrophic 
scandal that erupted after Agency covert 
operations were revealed in 1967. I remember 
the gloom in the CIA when Ramparts 
magazine revealed the Agency's control and 
funding of the U.S. National Student 
Association's (NSA) foreign activities 
program. Suddenly, because of overlapping 
funding through U.S. foundations and front 
groups, the links between the Agency and 
scores of foreign trade unions, student and 
youth organisations, political institutes, and 
publications spread in the U.S. and foreign 
press. Usually the money flow was from the 
Agency to areal or bogus foundation, then to 
a U.S. private organisation like NSA or a 
trade union, and from there to the foreign 
recipient. 

Two months after the revelations began, 
some members of the House of 
Representatives, led by Dante Fascell (D- 
Fla.), proposed legislation to create an "open", 
government-financed foundation to carry on 
financing the activities recently revealed as 
Cl1A-connected. The idea was to make money 
available "over-the-table" to foreign political 
parties, trade unions, student groups and 
other private organisations —not to eliminate 
secret CIA money but to provide an 
alternative, given the perennial problem of 
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recipients in "covering" the CIA money. 
The Fascell proposal went nowhere because 
of the breakdown of the Democratic- 
Republican "bipartisan" consensus during 
the Vietnam war. But by 1979, the idea 
resurfaced with the establishment of the 
American Political Foundation. Backed by 
"internationalist” Republicans and "Cold 
War" Democrats, this institute set out to 
study the feasibility of government financing 
of the foreign activities of private U.S. 
organisations. Participants came from 
rightwing think-tanks such as the American 
Enterprise Institute and the Centre for 
Strategic and International Studies.* The 
study became known as 


the "Democracy Poa 
Vote for) 


Program." Co NO WG 
The West 
German Model 


This was based on the 

CIA's experience in using A 

private foundations to / 
channel money to its 
favoured political parties 
in Germany to ensure they 
won elections aginst the 
socialist opposition. In 
the 50's this 'democracy 
building’ money helped 
keep the CDU in power 
and by the 1960s it was a 
conduit for CIA money to 
third country organ- 


isations. Sed- i 


By the 1980s, the 
German foundations had programs worth 
about $150 million in some 60 countries. 
And they operated in almost total secrecy. 
Equally appealing was the way the German 
foundations had been able to sustain like- 
minded political organisations in countries 
under dictatorships such as Greece during 
the "Colonels" regime, Spain under Franco, 
and Portugal under Salazar and Caetano. 
The arrangement allowed correct 
government-to-government relations with 
simultaneous "private" support to political 
forces opposed to their governments. These 
forces, beholden to their donors, would then 
be in position to fill the political gap on the 
eventual fall of the dictatorship, excluding 
communists and others to the left of social 
democrats. 

Ronald Reagan, an early and enthusiastic 
supporter of the Democracy Program, 
described it in his speech to the British 
Parliament in June 1982 as building "an 
infrastructure of democracy" around the 
world. Originally he set up a "Project 
Democracy" inthe U.S. Information Agency 
(USIA) by secret Executive Order, which 
included participation by CIA Director Casey. 
When his connection leaked to the press, the 
CIA's role was supposedly cancelled. ° 

Since the whole idea was to "privatise”, and 
USIA was part of government, its role was 
only atemporary solution. The future pattern 
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of intervention was more clearly filled out 
when Congress established the private, non- 
profit foundation, the National Endowment 
for Democracy, and appropriated $18.8 
million in November 1983. The law 
appropriating the money gave an idea of just 
how ‘private’ the NED really was. It stipulated 
that NED could have no projects of its own 
— it is purely a funding channel — and that 
the U.S. government would have full access 
to NED's files, papers, and financial records. 
NED officers would have to testify before 
Congress whenever called. In practice, the 
Department of State and other government 
agencies like the CIA are part and parcel of 
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the formulation and approval process of NED 
projects. 

Monies appropriated by Congress would 
pass through NED to any of four private 
foundations, known as "core groups," set up 
for the purpose by: 1) the AFL-CIO (the Free 


Trade Union Institute); 2) the U.S. Chamber 


of Commerce (the Centre for International 
Private Enterprise); 3) the Republican Party 
(the National Republican Institute for 
International Affairs); and 4) the Democratic 
Party (the National Democratic Institute for 
International Affairs). NED, for its part, 
encouraged others in the private sector to set 
up foundations for getting money into foreign 
activities, e.g., media, academics, lawyers 
and clergy. 

In the available documentation on NED, I 
never came across any consideration that 
these private U.S. organisations might raise 
funds through public appeals or ask their 
membership to pay for their foreign programs 
— i.e., real "privatisation." What happened 
with NED, in fact, was simply acontinuation 
of public funding for intervention in foreign 
countries using new conduits, with the 
"private" organisations serving as instruments 
of U.S. foreign policy. The means and ends, 
formerly secret and justified by 
anticommunism, were transformed into an 
open agenda devoted to promoting U.S.- 
style democracy. Projected beneficiaries 
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covered the spectrum: governments, political 
parties, information media, professional 
associations, universities, cooperatives, trade 
unions, employers’ associations, churches, 
women, youth, and students — in short, all 
traditional CIA covert action targets. 

As for the Soviet Bloc, NED money would 
be used to promote anticommunist dissidence 
through propaganda and support to emigre 
groups and internal opposition movements. 
Projected activities included conferences, 
exchange-of-persons, seminars, training 
programs, publications, and, above all, 
financial support. NED as a mega-conduit 
also expanded possibilities for "open" funding 

of activities controlled behind 
the scenes by the Agency, as 

————.,_ well as the means for spotting 
(Vote r or | potential recruits as sources of 
} UNO; intelligence and agents of 


influence. 


Panama: Just 
‘Cause the U.S. 
Wanted Control 


Panama was an early example 


[Thats what Th of political intervention 


through NED. For the 1984 
elecuons. General Manuel 
Antonio Noriega selected an 
economist. Nicolas Ardito 
Barletta. as presidential 
candidate of tke military- 


controlled Democratic 

Grahe Revolutionary Party (PRD). 
= Barletta was a vice president 
of the World Bank and former 


student of Secretary of State George Shultz 
at the University of Chicago. The other 
candidate was no friend of the U.S. Arnulfo 
Arias’ long political career had centered on 
nationalism and populism. The U.S. feared 
that, if elected, his anti-military platform 
would bring instability to Panama. 

The U.S. interest was to ensure that a new 
Panamanian president would continue to 
cooperate with U.S. efforts to overthrow the 
Sandinista government in Nicaragua and to 
defeat the insurgency in El Salvador. Noriega, 
a long-time CIA "asset," was at the time 
providing services of great importance to the 
U.S., allowing Panama to be used for Contra 
training and resupply bases, as well as for 
training Salvadoran military officers.'° 
Barletta’s election would assure untroubled 
continuation of these activities. 

During the election campaign, NED money 
passed through the AFL-CIO's Free Trade 
Union Institute to finance Panamanian unions 
which actively supported Barletta. A vote- 
count fraud organised by Noriega gave 
Barletta his election victory, but the Reagan- 
Bush administration made no protest even 
though the U.S. Embassy count showed Arias 
the winner by 4,000-8,000 votes." 

Reagan received Barletta in the White House 
and Shultz attended his inauguration. A more 
thorough study of the 1984 Panamanian 
elections would probably uncover more NED 


en 
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money and suggest the passage of CIA funds 
as well. By 1987, Noriega's usefulness to the 
U.S. was coming to an end. Procedures were 
under way for his indictment by the Justice 
Department for drug trafficking, and U.S. 
agencies, including the CIA, began plotting 
to remove him from power. 


How NED Works 


In the spring of 1987, NED financed a trip 
by the president of the Panamanian Chamber 
of Commerce, Aurelio Barria, to the 
Philippines. The purpose was for Barria to 
learn the operation of a Filipino national 
civic and political action organisation, 
NAMEFREL (National Movement for Free 
Elections). !? Originally set up by the CIA in 
1951 asa vehicle for the presidential election 
of the Agency's man, Ramon Magsaysay, 
NAMEREL had played a key role in 
monitoring the 1986 Philippine elections.” 
Through parallel tabulation, NAMFREL was 
able to expose the fraudulent "re-election" of 
Ferdinand Marcos and then help mobilise 
the "people power" that forced him out. As it 
happened, the Agency for International 
Development (AID) gave NAMFREL nearly 
$1 million for its work in the 1986 election. 
The funds were channelled through NED 
and the Asia Foundation (set up by the CIA 
in the 1950s as a funding front). * 

Aurelio Barria's planned role was to set up 
a NAMEFREL-style organisation in Panama 
in preparation for 1989 elections — still 
almost two years away — in the likelihood 
that Noriega would again manipulate the 
count. However, just as Barria returned from 
Manila, Noriega's number two in the 
Panamanian Defense Force, Col. Roberto 
Diaz Herrera, precipitated a national crisis 
by going public with sensational accusations 
against Noriega, including political murder 
and the rigging of the 1984 election. 
Spontaneous anti-Noriega demonstrations 
followed, with thousands rioting against 
Noriega's police. 

Barria moved quickly into the lead of the 
anti-Noriega movement. On the first day of 
demonstrations, he launched his Panamanian 
NAMEFREL as the Civic Crusade for Justice 
and Liberty. Some two hundred professional, 
business, religious and civic organisations 
participated. ' 

For a week the demonstrations continued, 
with Barria's Civic Crusade leading the call 
for civil disobedience, a national strike, and 
Noriega's resignation. Noriega survived that 
crisis, but the Civic Crusade, which evolved 
into aminority White, upper-class movement, 
continued its campaign of agitation through, 
and beyond, the 1989 election. Noriega 
eventually nullified that election when the 
Crusade's (and the U.S.'s) preferred 
presidential candidate, Guillermo Endara, 
appeared to be winning. 

With the CIA behind the scenes 
manipulating the Civic Crusade, the events 


| in Panama which culminated in the invasion 


followed a pattern well-established in many 
other countries besides the Philippines. One 
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close observer of Panama, the journalist John 
Dinges, wrote of "at least five covert action 
plans to get rid of Noriega." In addition, the 
CIA reportedly had a budget of $10 million 
for support to Endara in the 1989 elections.” 
In theend, only U.S. military invasion would 
end Noriega's rule, and the Civic Crusade, by 
creating a lynching atmosphere outside the 
Papal Nuncio's residence, would force the 
General to surrender. The lessons of the 
Noriega saga are clear enough. The Bush 
justification of the invasion — to combat 
drug trafficking and bring Noriega to justice 
— could not be the real reason because the 
CIA and other agencies had known of his 
drug dealing since the early 1970s."° The real 
reasons were that Noriega was no longer 
needed for supportof U.S. goals in Nicaragua 
and El Salvador, had become an em- 
barrassment by defying U.S. hegemony, and 
was himself the source of instability in 
Panama. Using Noriega as a pretext for 
invasion, the Bush administration could 
destroy the Panamanian Defense Forces and 
reverse the social reforms favouring the poor 
majority, mostly Black and mulatto, that had 
been underway since the Torrijos period 
began in 1968. With the traditional White 
political elite back in power, the door was 
open to retaining U.S. military bases and 
control of the Panama Canal past the 1999 
turnover date set by the Carter-Tornijos 
treaties. 

On the night of the invasion, Guillermo 
Endara, representative of the White upper 
class, was sworn in as President on a U.S. 
military base, and democracy was "restored." 
Within a short time, drug dealing and money 
laundering in 
Panama 
would 


Nicaragua 


Military force was also required to "restore 
democracy" in Nicaragua. In this case, 
however, the invasion was carried out by a 
surrogate army of 10,000 Contras built by 
the CIA around the remnants of the 43-year 
Somoza dictatorships National Guard, itself 
a U.S. creation. Beginning in 1981, through 
terrorism, atrocity and destruction, this force 
gradually bled the economy, undermined 
Sandinista social programs, and demoralized 
a large sector of the population which had 
benefited during the revolution's early years. 
By 1990, faced with nothing but worsening 
poverty and continuing terror, the Nicaraguan 
electorate — as if with a loaded pistol to the 
head — gave victory to the Nicaraguan 
Opposition Union (UNO). This anti- 
Sandinista coalition was created and financed 
by various U.S. agencies, including the CIA 
and NED.” 

Anyone with a modest acquaintance with 
U.S. national security doctrine since World 
War II would have assumed that the 1979 
Sandinista revolution could never be 
acceptable to the elites who control the United 
States. After all, the Sandinistas were of a 
similar cut to the Cuban revolution which, in 
1959, triumphed against another U.S.-backed 
dictator. Worse, the Cubans, and later the 
Sandinistas, established policies designed to 
benefit the majority of the people, especially 
peasants and workers, through agrarian 
reform, literacy campaigns, and expansion 
of education, health care, and mass 
organisations among women, youth and 
students, small farmers, and others. 


Nicaragua: U.S. Biueprint for Dependence 


exceed that Why the intense, obsessive drive 
of the Nor- | of the Reagan-Bush administrations 
iega period, | to nd Nicaragua of the FSLN over 
and poor | the past 12 years? The ultimate 
Panamanians | answermay lie in the threat of a good 
would pre- | example. If the Sandinista 
sumably be | Revolution were to be revived by a 
back in their | FSLN electoral victory in 1996, we 
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poverty and | ahealthier, better educated perople, 
u n d e r | and a better paid workforce. If 
control.!® | neighbouring countries followed 
But resist- | suit, where would the New World 
ance to U.S.- | Order's transnational corporations 
imposedrule | findtheircheap, docile labor supply? 
continued,as | What would be the impetus for free 
George Bush | trade agreements to spread assembly 
couldplainly | plants across Latin America? 

see — thro- The stakes go far beyond the hearts 
ugh eyes | andminds ofthe Nicaraguan people. 
smarting | This small country has served as a 
from tear gas | laboratory for the disciplining and 
—as he was | training of Third World nations 
whisked 

from the 


which resist their proper place in the 
New World marketplace. Under the 
guise of "restoring democracy", the 
U.S. has worked to perfect its 
techniques for imposing a stable 
environment for corporate 
investment; for averting strikes 
without the necessity of messy 
dictatorship; for avoiding leftist 
governments which would increase 
labor's cost and divert corporate 
profits to social programs; for 
derailing demands to protect the 
environment at the cost of 
unhampered production. 

The continuing U.S. pressure on 
Nicaragua argues for that country's 
importance as an example: as a U.S. 
blueprint for other Third World 
nations. Are Angola and El Salvador 
next? Will Eastern Europe be far 
behind? 

(Extract from an articleby Peter Mott. Covert 
Action, Fall 1992.) 


speakers’ platform in Panama where he 
stopped in May 1992 on his way to the Rio 
Earth Summit. 
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Property rights, especially of the minority 
upper classes, would have to yield if reform 
programs were to be effective, as would the 
rights of foreign capital. As occurred in Cuba 
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and in Nicaragua, mass mobilization of the 
beneficiary population — the vast majority 
— was an ugly and threatening sight, another 
bad example breaking traditional apathy and 
fatalism by giving lower-class people hope, 
confidence, and dignity. Intervening in the 
human marketplace and upsetting the "natural 
order" of rewards and punishments for the 
defenceless smacked of "communism." 

In order to undermine links between 
the Sandinistas and the people, the CIA 
deflected the Contras away from the 


Nicaraguan Soldier! 
Nicaraguan Militia! 
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taxpayers and their representatives in 
Congress. Following various revelations, a 
congressional investigation concluded in 
1987 that the campaign had been illegal. 
Nevertheless, this Ministry of Truth playeda 
successful role in building the U.S. media 
consensus that the Sandinistas were 
unacceptable and must be driven from power. 

By 1987 it was 
clear that, 
although they 


Nicaraguan military toward "soft" targets | A very effective way to sabotage 
having minimum defences: cooperatives, | the marxist tyranny is to refuse 
clinics, schools, and infrastructure like | ¢9 serve in the schemes of 
roads and bridges, committing numerous | imperialist oppression... 


atrocities along the way.” Specialised 
teams of mercenaries destroyed port 
installations and mined harbours. As a 
result, average individual consumption 
dropped 61 percent between 1980 and 1988. 
One estimate puts the U.S. investment in 
the Contra war at $1 billion. Though the 
Contras successfully sabotaged the 
economy and terrorised large sectors of the 
rural population, they failed to defeat the 
Sandinista 
military oreven / Nicaraguan Patriot: To 
totakeandhold| sabotage the marxist 
the smallest) tyranny is to vindicate 
town for any 
length of time. 

Meanwhile 
the U.S. econ- 
omic blockade, both the bilateral trade 
embargo and the blocking of loans from 
multilateral lending institutions, cost the 
economy $3 billion.” 

Eventually the World Court ruled that the 
United States was carrying on a war against 


Sandino's memory. 
Long Live Free 
Nicaragua! 


Nicaragua in violation of international law - 


and ordered $17 billion in reparations, an 
order which the U.S. predictably ignored. 


The Media War at Home 


From the beginning of the war against 
Nicaragua, the Reagan-Bush administration 
faced the problem of overcoming public 
opposition at home. The solution was to 
repeat Edward W. Barrett's 1950 domestic 
propaganda campaign to "sell the Soviet 
threat" and thus reduce opposition to the 
programs of NSC-68.7' In 1982, a CIA 
propaganda specialist, Walter Raymond, 
moved from the Agency to the National 
Security Council to head the campaign while 
the Contras, under CIA direction, began their 
own PR campaign in the U.S. Controlled 
behind the scenes by Raymond and officials 
running the Contra war, a public front was 
set up in the State Department as the Office 
of Public Diplomacy for Latin America and 
the Caribbean. This office then handled the 
contacts with think tanks, researchers and, 
most importantly, the U.S. media.” 

The purpose was to place, in the public's 
imagination, black hats on the Sandinistas 
and white hats on the Contras. In effect, it 
became a huge government campaign using 
taxpayer money to propagandise the same 
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could continue to terrorise and destroy 
infrastructure, the Contras could never wina 
military victory. That year the Central 
American presidents, in the Esquipulas 
Accords, agreed to end Contra activities on 
their territories, thus beginning the process 
that eventually led to a ceasefire. The 
agreements. also shifted attention to the 
political struggle within Nicaragua that would 
culminate in the 1990 elections. During the 
interim of two-and-a-half years, the CIA, 
NED, and other U.S. agencies would 
intervene with massive psychological, 
economic, and political engineering 
programs, probably unprecedented in relation 
to Nicaragua's population of 3.5 million. By 
then, they could lay the blame for Nicaragua's 
economic collapse on the Sandinistas as well 
as exploit the FSLN's own mistakes. 


Rigging the 1990 Election 


The U.S. plan called for mobilising three 
main bodies: a political coalition to oppose 
the Sandinistas, a trade union coalition, and 
amass Civic organisation. Within these three 
main sectors, sub-groups would focus on 
youth and students, women, religious 
organisations, and others. Media operations 
would be central to the campaign, which 
would include seminars, training of activists, 
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and grass roots organising. 7 

The first sector, the political coalition, was 
forged by the U.S. Embassy in Managua 
from some two dozen disparate and 
conflicting factions by letting it be known 
that money would be available only to those 
that "got on board." The result was UNO, 
whose electoral budget was prepared in the 
U.S. Embassy, and whose presidential 
candidate, Violeta Chamorro, owned the anti- 
Sandinista daily La Prensa, which had 
received CIA money from early on. 

The second sector, the labour 
coalition, came into being as the 
Permanent Workers Congress (CPT). 
This organisation, crucial to using the 
economic crisis as a principal campaign 
issue, grouped five union centres for 
propaganda and voter registration. 
Some of these unions had also received 
prior U.S. funding. 

The third sector, the civic 
organisation, became Via Civica 
following the NAMFREL and Cruzada 
Civica examples in the Philippines 
and Panama. Although self-described 
as “non-partisan,” it functioned in 
concert with UNO and CPT. 

The National Endowment for 

Democracy spent at least $12.5 million 
to finance this structure, passing out 
the money to the Democratic and 
Republican parties’ institutes 
mentioned above, as well as to the 
AFL-CIO, which in tum passed the 
money to recipients in Nicaragua. 
Other NED money went to an array of 
intermediary organisations in the U.S. and 
other countries that spent it for programs in 
training, propaganda and support for the 
coalitions. In all, NED funds were the 
equivalent of a$2 billion foreign intervention 
in a U.S. election [In comparison Ross Perot 
spent a mere $60 million in his election 
campaign]. The CIA is estimated to have 
spent an additional $11 million, possibly 
even more, in the election. 

Not to be forgotten, the still-armed and 
U.S.-financed Contras played a key role in 
the election. During the summer of 1989, 
taking advantage of a Sandinista unilateral 
ceasefire then in effect, they began large- 
scale infiltration of forces from bases in 
Honduras. They ended months of relative 
calm, elevating their military actions from 
an average of 100 per month during the first 
six months of 1989 to 300 per month by 
October, four months before the election. In 
the seven months from August 1989 to the 
February 1990 election, the Contras killed 
dozens and kidnapped some 700 civilians, 
including 50 Sandinista campaign officials. 
During the same period, they openly 
campaigned for UNO, distributing leaflets 
and threatening peasants if they failed to vote 
UNO. 

By election time Nicaraguan voters, whose 
per capita standard of living was declining to 
the Haitian level, were given a grim choice in 
this "free and fair" election: Vote for the 


Sandinistas and the ten-year war will go on 
with ever worsening poverty and violence; 
or, vote for UNO and the war and economic 
blockade will end and the U.S. will help 
finance reconstruction. UNO won 55 percent 
of the vote, the Contras were partially 
disarmed, and modest amounts of U.S. aid 
began to flow — nothing, however, in 
comparison with the destruction visited yy 
the U.S. on Nicaragua 
during the Contra war. Two 
years into the Chamorro 
government, UNO had 
split over the depth and | 
pace of rolling back the | 
revolution and had failed ` 
to make good its pledges 
of land and other support 
for former Contras and ! 
Sandinista military alike. 
The Sandinistas still 
controlled the army and _ 
police and were still the 
largest and best organised 
of the political parties. 
The U.S. government was 


far from happy with Chamorro's Aftermath of Contra attacks 


failure to de-Sandinise Nicaragua, 

and the drug trade, never a problem during 
the ll-year Sandinista rule, was becoming a 
national plague, both in consumption and 
trans-shipment to the U.S. And conflict 
over such matters as land titles meant 
continuing instability. For many, if not 
most, the war and devastation 
continued.” 

The manner in which the U.S. "restored 
democracy” in Panama and Nicaragua 
taught rich lessons. Cuban leadership, 
fully aware that any opening for U.S.- 
exported elections would mean tens of 
millions of dollars of NED, CIA, and 
other foreign money for "electoral 
counter-revolution," rejected such an 
option. The FMLN in El Salvador, 
converting to a political party following the 
1992 peace accords, will have the Nicaraguan 
experience to elucidate U.S. intervention 
against them in elections scheduled for 1994. 
And, back in Nicaragua, the CIA-NED-AID 
machinery is still operating to prevent the 
Sandinistas' return to power in the 1996 
election. 


New Threats: New 
Funding 


The current U.S. defense plan, at 
$1.5 trillion for the next five years, 
suggests that the money will be there 
for covert interventions. The Bush 
plan, largely accepted by both houses 
of Congress, calls for a mere three 
percent reduction in defense 
spending under projections made . 
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billion — will begin at only 2.5 percent.” 
Meanwhile plans under 
discussion in Congress for 


reorganising the whole . . rival" or an "aggressive 

intelligence community underly Ing rationale expansionist international 

would maintain the capability — control of coalition." 

os ee ee U. ee law resources, labour Rk aralan pisa o 

at least, of covert o ons. ew York Times publis. 

The Detense EA and markets m excerpts from another 
, theCIA, andother remains, these classified Pentagon 


agencies have had 


collection and 
analysis, announced targets 
include: arms control agree- 
ments; economic matters; the 
spread of 
nuclear, 
chemical, and 
biological 


weapons; terrorism; the drug 
trade; Islamic fundament- 
alism; and regional, ethnic, 


and national disputes. Generally they argued: 
with the breakup of the Soviet Union, the 
world is far less stable, less predictable, and 
even more dangerous than before. 

More suggestive of future intelligence 
operations was the 1992 series of leaks of 
highly classified Pentagon documents on 

military planning. The first, in 
| February, was a 70-page study 
projecting U.S. military requirements 
over the next ten years. The report 
| outlined seven possible scenarios 
which U.S. forces would have to be 
| prepared to face, and, presumably, 
| would require those $1.5 trillion for 
| the first five years. 7 


e simultaneous wars with both Iraq 


before the dissolution of the Soviet A 60-page sabotage and North Korea 


Union. According to Robert Gates, 

ex-Director of Central Intelligence, 
reductions in the intelligence community 
budget — hidden in the overall defense budget 
but generally believed to be in excess of $31 


manual for use in 


e a war to defend a Baltic state from 


Nicargaua and El Salvador 2 resurgent and expansionist Russia 


e war to defend the lives of U.S. citizens 
threatened by instability in the Philippines 
e war to defend the Panamanian government 
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As long as the 


intelligence conflicts are bound to 
F to articulate new Continue irrespective 
justifications for of the disappearance 


their budgets now document, known formally 
that the Soviet of the East- West as "Defense Planning 
menaceis gone. In conflict Guidance — 1994-99" was, 


and the canal against "narco-terrorists" 
e the emergence of an anti- 
U.S. global "adversarial 


document revealing the 
latest military policy to 
which the war scenarios 
were linked. This 46-page 


according to the Times, the 
product of deliberations among President 
Bush, the National Security Council and the 
Pentagon. Its importance in prolonging U.S. 
militarism and the 
war economy into 
the 21st century 
could equal NSC- 
68's role in 
beginning the Cold 
War arms race in 
1950.” 

The goal of world 
hegemony 
expressed in the 
1992 document 
should be as alarming to current U.S. 
friends such as Japan and NATO allies as 
to adversaries. "Our strategy must now 
refocus on precluding the emergence of 
any future global competitor.... Our first 
objective is to prevent the emergence of a 
new rival, either on the territory of the 
former Soviet Union or elsewhere...." 

Notably lacking was any mention of 
collective settlement of disputes through 
the United Nations, although future 
multilateral actions through coalitions, as 
in the Gulf War, were not ruled out. And in 
order to prevent acquisition of nuclear 
weapons by potential adversaries, the U.S. 
asserted the need to be ready for unilateral 
military action. 

As for Washington's friends, both Japan 
and Western Europe would be locked into 
security arrangements dominated by the 
United States. Without mentioning countries, 
the U.S. "must account sufficiently for the 
interests of the advanced industrial nations 
to discourage them from challenging our 
leadership or seeking to overturn the 
established political and economic ordev.... 
[W]e must maintain the mechanisms for 
deterring potential competitors from even 
aspiring to a larger regional or global role." 

The document went on to suggest how to 
prevent Europe, with Germany in the lead, 
from becoming an independent regional 
arbiter in its own territory. "Therefore it is of 
fundamental importance to preserve NATO 
as the primary channel for U.S. 
influence....[W]e seek to prevent the 
emergence of European-only security 
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arrangements which would undermine 
NATO, particularly the alliance's integrated 
commandstructure, ...asubstantial American 
presence in Europe is vital...” 

Publication of the globo-bully unipolar plan 
for the New World Order caused the 
diplomatic blowback one would expect, an 
unwanted new debate in Congress, and wide 
criticism in the media. To no one's surprise, 
two months later a secret rewrite of the plan 
leaked again to the media — this time no 
doubt intended to quell the uproar from the 
earlier plan. Gone was the potential threat 
from allies and the projected global U.S. 
unilateralism.” 

The first goal of U.S. defense planning in 
the rewrite was deterrence of attack, followed 
by strengthening 
alliances, and pre- 
venting "any hostile 
power from dom- 
inating a region 
critical to our 
interests, and also 
thereby to strengthen 
the barriers against 
the reemergence of a 
global threat to the 
interests of the U.S. 
and our allies." 
Cooperation was now 
the theme, although 
the rewrite also 
reserved the U.S. right 
to unilateral military 
intervention. In 
addition, the original 
seven war scenarios 
remained the basis for 
budget requests. 

None of the three 
documents was published in full, and the 
New York Times refused to share copies. 
Nevertheless, three observations can be made 
on the commentaries and excerpts that came 
out in the leaks. First, the rewrite did not 
preclude or renounce any of the ideas 
contained in the previous version. Second, 
the budget of $1.5 trillion and the base force 
of 1.6 million remain. Third, the purpose of 
the rewrite was doubtless to assuage critics 
and allies, while the true goal remains U.S. 
world hegemony. 

The good news, sort of, is that the goals are 
unattainable. The U.S. economy cannot 
support global unilateralism or even war 
against acountry like Iraq. How then, with its 
notorious debt and deficit, can it possibly 
impose its will on Japan and Europe, 
especially if the French-German Euro-corps 
takes hold in the military sphere independent 
of U.S. influence in NATO? This French 
initiative flies in the face of U.S. policy to 
keep European defense under U.S. 
domination in NATO and could be the 
beginning of the end of that policy. Little 
wonder that U.S.-French relations are so 
SOUT. 
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Covert Ops Head East 


Keeping in mind that covert 
operations, as well as overt 
diplomacy, are supposed to 


6 Worldwide 


the NED — and all the Western "private" 
organisations they use. As with European 
fascists and the scant de- 
nazification thatoccurred, the 
new Russia can be built on 


prevent war or the need to use 


opportunities and 
needs for covert 


communists-turned-liberals 


military force — including the 
seven scenarios — consider how 
this would be done. To keep 
Russia from _ resurging, 


expanding, and again rivalling 
the U.S. — like the sci-fi "blob" 
— that country must remain 
hopelessly indebted and 
dependent on imports of basic 
necessities. Aid must be 
calibrated to keep Russia stable without 


allowing the economy to "take off" on its 
own steam. For these purposes the usual 
instruments will suffice: the International 
Monetary Fund, the World Bank, and the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade. 
Russia's military industries must be 
dismantled or converted to alternative 
production, and the country locked into 
security arrangements, perhaps eventually 
in NATO. Western experts, especially from 
the U.S., must penetrate its economic and 
political decision-making and its most 
advanced research in science and technology. 
No one political party should become 
dominant, and, where possible, Western 
parties should establish close working 
relations with Russian parties. Ultra- 
nationalists must be discredited and shackled 
along with unreconstructed remnants of the 
old regime. The media should be filled with 
Western and Western-style programming, 
including consumerism, info-tainment for 
news, and healthy doses of anticommunist 
and pro-free market propaganda. The same 
would hold for the other countries of the 
former Soviet Union. 

The whole area is like Germany and Italy 
after World War II, wide open for a double 
whammy from the CIA and its new sidekick, 
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operations will remain 

as long as stability, 
control, and 

hegemony form the 

cornerstone of a U.S. 

policy that permits no 
rotten apples or bad 

examples 


or social democrats, or even, 
why not, conservatives and 
Christian Democrats. As after 
World War II?’ the usual 
Suspects can be targeted, 
neutralised or co-opted: 
political parties, military and 
security services, trade 
unions, women's 
Organisations, youth and 
students. business, professional and cultural 


societies, and, 

7 probably most 
important, the 
media. 


Pure fantasy? Just 
imagine. If Carl 
Bernstein's long 
report in Time” on 
the 1980s operations 
of the CIA, NED, 
Vatican, and their 
vastnetwork to undo 
communism in 
Eastern Europe had 
any truth, and I 
beleve it did, then 
can anyone imagine 
that. with their feet 
already through the 
door. they wouldn't 
follow up their 
success? The 
beneficiaries of this 
and other 1980s 
operations are now the key to transforming 
former Soviet bloc countries into traditional 
Third World-style markets and sources of 
raw materials and cheap labour. The CIA- 
NED team can be crucial in exercising 
political influence and in forming the 
permanent structures to assure that American 
transnationals get their hot hands. in the race 
against Germany, on the resource-richest 
land mass on the globe. 


Keeping the Government 
On War Footing 


How to avoid another war with Iraq? United 
Nations sanctions and reparations payments 
can keep Iraq weak for a long ume, while 
Saddam's continuation in power avoids the 
possibly even worse alternatives. Meanwhile 
covert operations can be useful for planning 
a cooperative, post-Saddam Iraq. Until then, 
we can expect cultivation of contacts within 
the Ba'ath movement, support for exile 
groups, clandestine radio and television 
broadcasts, jointefforts with "moderate" Arab 
governments and allies, and occasional 
destabilisation like flooding the country with 
counterfeit currency. The Bush 
administration, according to the New York 


ee _ 


| defending the Panama Canal 


Sage 


Times, is seeking $40 million for these covert 
operations in 1993, a nearly three-fold 
increase over 1992. 

How to avoid another war with North Korea? 
Keep South Korea strong as a deterrent and 
a U.S. troop presence to trigger military 
intervention should hostilities break out. 
Make certain that reunification talks lead 
toward the German solution, 1.e., absorption 
of North Korea by the South. Use propaganda 
and cross-border contacts to foment 
dissidence in North Korea while conditioning 
any benefits on relaxation of internal controls, 


| especially of the media. Repeat the CIA- 
| NED strategy in Eastern Europe whenever 


an opening occurs. As for the Philippines, 
absent agrarian and other significantreforms, 


U.S. military intervention could be a last | 


resort should the New People's 
Army achieve enough 
momentum to create significant 
destabilisation or even victory. 

For the time being, continue 
the ClA-Pentagon "low- 
intensity" methods already under 
way. If unsuccessful, and 
stalemate continues, consider a 
negotiated settlement as in El 
Salvador and rely on CIA-NED 
electoral intervention to exclude 
the National Democratic Front 
from power. 

The projected scenario of 


from "narco-terrorists" is ironic, 
given the drug connections of 
the people that Operation Just 
Cause put into power. And why 
"narco-terrorists” would threaten 
U.S. access to the canal is 
difficult to imagine. If reports 
are true that drug trafficking and 
money laundering in Panama now exceed 
the Noriega era, the dealers ought to be quite 
happy with things as they are. With Noriega 
out of the way, the CIA-NED duet can take 
care of the local political scene, preventing 
resurgence of nationalism and Torrijismo 
while assuring retention of U.S. bases and 
control of the canal. 

The same could be said of the electoral 
processes of any Third World country. CIA- 
NED preparations are no doubt already under 
way for defeating obvious coming electoral 
threats: the FMLN in E! Salvador in 1994, 
the Workers’ Party of Brazil in 1994, and the 
Sandinistas in Nicaragua in 1996 — to 
mention only three examples in Latin 
America. The goal is to exclude from power 
the likes of Jean-Bertrand Aristide, whose 
1990 election in Haiti was a severe and 
unusual embarrassment for the system. 

Many other scenarios for overt and covert 
intervention come to mind. The Shining Path 
in Peru is particularly worrisome for CIA- 
Pentagon planners in "regional and national" 
conflict management. So far, it seems, the 
standard "low intensity" methods have not 
been notably successful, nor has Peruvian 
government and military cooperation been 
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ideal. In a region where nearly half the 
population now lives under the official 
poverty line, a victory by this guerrilla force 
would reverberate like nothing since the 
Sandinista revolution in 1979. Collective 
action, including military intervention 
through the Organisation of American States, 
might be possible in the case of Peru. Also 
possible is the whole range of covert and 
semi-covert interventions practiced against 
Cuba for many years and in Nicaragua, 
Afghanistan, Angola, Mozambique, 
Cambodia, and elsewhere around the globe. 


The Continuity of Oppression 

One could go on, but the point is made. 
Worldwide opportunities and needs forcovert 
operations will remain as long as stability, 


control, and hegemony form the cornerstone 
of a U.S. policy that permits no rotten apples 
or bad examples. And the Pentagon budget is 
not the only indicator of continuity. In late 
1991, Congress passed the National Security 
Education Act providing $150 million in 
"start-up" money for development and 
expansion of university programs in area and 
language studies, and for scholarships, 
including foreign studies, for the next 
generation of national security state 
bureaucrats. Notable is the fact that this 
program is not to be administered by the 
Department of Education but by the Pentagon, 
the CIA, and other security agencies.** 
Alternatives to continuing militarism abroad 
and social decay at home exist, as any reader 
of the alternative press knows quite well. 
The House Black Caucus/Progressive Caucus 
budget, providing for 50 percent reduction in 
military spending over four years, got a full 
day's debate last March on the House floor 
and won 77 votes, far more than Bush's 
budget — stirring no mainstream reporting, 
non-news as it had to be. Steps toward 
formation of new political parties, the green 
movement, and community organising are 
also encouraging.” 
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Yet militarism and world domination 
continue to be the main national priority, 
with covert operations playing an integral 
role. Everyone knows that as long as this 
continues, there will be no solutions to 
domestic troubles, and the U.S. will continue 
to decline while growing more separate and 
unequal. Can anyone doubt that the events of 
Los Angeles will recur? Those struggling in 
the 1990s for change would do well to 
remember the repression visited on 
progressive movements following both 
World Wars and during the Vietnam War. 
The government has no more Red Menace to 
whip up hysteria, but the "war on drugs" 
seems to be quite adequate for justifying law 
enforcement practices that have political 
applications as well. The hunt for aliens and 
their deportation, and the use of 
sophisticated methods of 
repression following the Los 
Angeles uprising, reveal what 
has been quietly continuing 
below the surface for years.’ 
We should be on notice that in 
the current political climate, with 
clamour for change everywhere, 
the guardians of traditional 
power will not give up withouta 
fight. They will find their 
"threats" and "enemies" in Black 
youths, undocumented 
immigrants, environmentalists, 
feminists, gays and lesbians, and 
go on to more "mainstream" 
opponents in attempts, including 
domestic covert operations, to 
divide and discredit the larger 
movement for reform. 

At the Brussels conference, I 
felt incoherent when asked by 
someone in the auditorium to 
comment on problems of the U.S. left in 
convincing people that progressive 
alternatives are in the majority's best interest. 
After I rambled for a while about media, 
education, divisions, and repression, a man 
stood up and said: "J'm from Brazil. They say 
we're Third World and you're First World, 
but I don't think we're that different. We have 
a lot of the same problems. But in 1989 the 
Workers’ Party of Brazil, only ten years old, 
almost won the presidency and may win next 
time. Maybe the more you get like us, the 
more people in your country will start to 
listen." 


Reprinted by courtesy of "Covert Action Quarterly". Philip 
Agee is a former CIA officer, he was expelled from Britain by 
the last Labour government after pressure from the U.S. 


He can be contacted through Speak Out! 2215-R Market 
St. No. 520, San Francisco, CA 94114 Tel. (415) 864-4561. 

Speak Out! is a bureau providing radical political speakers 
and artists to community, university and labour audiences; 
it is affiliated with Z magazine and South End Press. After 
a tremendous response to the speakers in their first year they 
have doubled their roster to meet the demand. 

Send SAE and stamps for footnotes. 
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resident F W de Klerk is a man with 
an international media image as a 
moderate democrat. However, while 
the world has reacted with the lifting of boycotts 
and sanctions, violence aimed at disorganization 
of the African National Congress (ANC), the 
South African Communist Party (SACP), and 
their trade union ally, the Congress of South 
African Trade Unions (COSATU) has reached 
such proportions that it has been described as a 
pre-emptive coup. : 

Since February 1990 South 
Africa has experienced an 


Continues 


The era of 


army, which can be seen as the son of the CCB, 
is of a diverse and seemingly out of control 
array of ‘bad apples’ within the security services, 
ex-state security personnel, extreme right 
wingers, Inkatha, criminal gangs and 
mercenaries. These diverse elements allow the 
State to distance itself from actions carried out 
by groups which the State refuses to disarm. 
The new flexible structure by its nature allows 
the State to deny responsibility for actions 
carried out by these groups. 
Thus the occasional operation 
directly controlled by the NCM 


apparent freedom of expression glasnost unveiled becomes lost amongst the arbitrary 


unknown since the 1950s. In the in 1990 was only 
permitted 
because the 
gover nment was 
assured by its 


initial euphoria the situation was 
accepted by many as a genuine 
change of heart on the part of the 
National Party government. It has 
since become clear that this was a 
skilful public relations job. There 
is plenty of evidence that the 


violence committed by agents 
implicitly linked to the State let 
lose on the civilian population. 
During 1991, hit squads were 
responsible for 60 deaths and 45 
people injured; vigilantes for 2011 
killed and 2604 injured; and right 
wingers for 21 deaths and 178 


authorities are still employing SeCurocrats that it injured (figures supplied by the 


methods developed during the 
emergency years to suppress 
opposition. 

On assuming office, President 


de Kler:: abolished the National townships behind 
a facade of can be 


Security Management System 


(NSMS), a security force shadow manipulat- 
government which had greater ed and 
underpinned the State of openness. enemies 
Emergency. The Harms undermined 


Commission set up to investigate the covert 
military action arm of the NSMS, the Civil 
Cooperation Bureau (CCB) revealed a 
programme of arson, intimidation, murder and 
sabotage, often using criminals, amounting toa 
covert war against anti-apartheid organizations 
in terms of Low Intensity Conflict theory. This 
was developed by the US army as a method of 
fighting wars abroad where political sensitivity 
ruled out the use of large numbers of American 
ground troops. In Southern Africa this method 
of warfare has been used so often against the 
surrounding states as to make it instinctive for 
the South African army to tum it upon its own 
population once threatened at home. 

The NSMS in fact had merely been replaced 
by the National Coordinating Mechanism 
(NCM), a new, almost informal, system with a 
simplified chain of command avoiding the need 
for a large bureaucracy. The NCM is the 
mechanism linking the top levels of government 
to what Nico Basson, anex-Military Intelligence 
officer, calls a Third Force. The nature of this 
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could crack down p ee 
on the ANC in the Comm- 


‘weakening the ANC 


Human 


ission). 
Politics 


behind a facade of 
‘democracy’ which 
replaced the more overt 
apparatus of the State of 
Emergency. The state is 


without being directly 
connected with the 
agents who are fighting 
the war on its behalf. 

The atmosphere of 
officially sanctioned 
lawlessness created by 
the 1985-90 Emergency 
has become an integral 
part of the military's 
strategy in the new South Africa. 

Naturally the agents the state uses in its dirty 
war are also beneficiaries of the situation in 
their own right. Inkatha and the KwaZulu 
government particularly so. 

Inkatha 

Inkatha has an ideology based on ethnicity, 
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reverence of and subservience to leaders, and 
collaboration with the apartheid regime, 
although it has shrewdly held out against 
‘inde pendent’ status for KwaZulu. It has required 
oaths ofloyalty from public servants, employed ` 
a rhetoric of threatened violence, and practised 
human rights abuses orchestrated by highly 
placed officials. Its political objective is regional 
hegemony and recognition in the national 
negotiation process. 

It is now clear that Inkatha has had a 
relationship with Military Intelligence since 
the mid-1970s. 

During the Pietermaritzburg civil war of 
March-April 1990 Inkatha was aided by acts of 
commission and omission: large, well-armed 
bodies of men thousands strong could hardly 
have operated without security force 
compliance. 

In the South Coast region of Natal around 
Port Shepstone the security forces in collusion 
with Inkatha have acted as ifthe ANC were still 
banned, and routinely raided meetings or placed 
restrictions upon 
them. When the 
ANC was launched 
in Northern Natal in . 
February 1991 only 
the chairperson and 
secretary were 
named: this is the 
slowest growing 

regioninthe country, 
` venues are hard to 
obtain, and activity 
is almost clandestine. 
Inmid 1992the ANC 
in the Bulwer area of 
the Natal Midlands 
was obstructed by 
persistent denial of 
township venues. 

Inkatha is being 
openly described as 
a potential South 
African Renamo (the 
Rhodesian organised 
terror group used to 
destablise Mozam- 
bique). Apart from its military trained 
operatives, it has a security police organization 
(commanded by Jac Buchner, who, when he 
headed the security police in Pietermaritzburg 
during the emergency, was reputed to be one of 
the government's experts on the ANC) and the 
support of the KwaZulu Police, virtually a | 
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military wing of Inkatha. The latter's potential 
forbanditry rests on its ethnocentrism, devotion 
to a strong leader, lack of internal democracy, 
absence of clear ideology and an increasingly 
marginal national role. 

The 'Third Force’ 

Nico Basson and other commentators placed 
Military Intelligence at the centre of township 
violence, either through its own operatives or 
via conservative black groups funded, trained 
and directed by shadowy official agencies such 
as Creed. Human rights monitors have noted a 
pattern of increased violence whenever a 
significant point is reached in the negotiations 
process. Inside information such as that from 
Basson and Mbongeni Khumalo, former leader 
of the Inkatha Youth Brigade, as well as 
evidence on the ground, show that the State of 
Emergency continues in a new form. 

The methods of the Third Force’ vary from 
random slaughter on trains, to 
targeted assassination. Chief 


Its leaders can 


The George 
Goch hostel near 
Johannesburg 
was named as 
Inkatha's 
operational base 
on the Reef, a 
depot for arms 
channelled by the 
SADF from 
Mozambique. 
Those present at 
assaults on vigils 
and trains noted 
that attackers 
spoke with Natal 
accents. When 
thirteen people 
died at a vigil at 
Alexandra 
(Johannesburg) 
onthe 27th March 1991, amaSinyoras (members 
ofa criminal gang) from Durban were blamed. 
It is well known that they have close links with 
the military and immunity from the police: one 
member was seen wearing a SADF uniform. 

‘Disinformation. 

A state agency called COMOPS (Combined 
Operations) was set up to channel funding to 
phantom groups and run disinformation 
projects. Some of its suspected activities are 
the boosting of Inkatha's image in the same way 
as the Democratic Turnhalle Alliance (DTA) 
had been assisted in Namibia; creation of 
bantustan parties (such as OupaGqozo's African 
Democratic Movement in Ciskei); 
encouragement of tribalism; and the launch of 
a ‘moderate’, multiparty front named the 
Christian Democratic Alliance (CDA). 

The SA Special Forces. 

This is made up of four SADF reconnaissance 
units, 32 (Buffalo) battalion, 44 
parachute battalion, Military 


Mhlabunzima Maphumulo f ; Intelligence, the Police 'Askari' unit 
leader of the ANC-aligned behave like national (of turned Umkhonto we Sizwe 


Congress of Traditional 
Leaders of South Africa 


politicians at 


fighters), and the ex-CCB. They 
have absorbed Koevoet, the most 


(CONTRALESA),andaman NegOtiations, but at vicious of the destabilizing units in 


who had showed admirable 
even-handedness to people of 
different political persuasions 
in the Table Mountain area, 
was assassinated in the middle 
of Pietermaritzburg on the 25th 
February 1991. A tape 


grassroots level 

destabilisation is 

having a serious 
effect on the 


Namibia; use mercenaries, 
including some forcibly conscripted 
after abduction from Mozambique; 
and have strong ex-Rhodesian and 
Renamo connections. A defector 
from 5 Recce, Felix Ndimene, 
described how his unit was involved 


recording of the confession of movement's ability in one of the Johannesburg train 


the chief's killer, implicating 
the security forces, was 
confiscated by police from The 
Natal Witness, Pieter- 
maritzburg's daily newspaper. In March 1992 
an inquest court found that Maphumulo was 
killed by 'persons unknown’, a throwback to 
standard verdicts passed down by magistrates 
in the days of hardline apartheid. By this time 


(8th February) Skhumbuzo Mbatha Ngwenya.. 
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an Imbali ANC official and a pacifist, had been 
gunned down outside a Pietermaritzburg 
restaurant. On the 27th October he was followed 


| by Reggie Hadebe, ANC Natal Midlands deputy 
. chairperson assassinated as he was driving from 
' Ixopo to Richmond after peace talks. There is a 


consistent pattern: elimination of influential 
anti-apartheid figures (including some from 
Inkatha) heavily involved in the peace process. 
The police and security forces, ruthless in 
tracking down cadres of the liberation 
movement in the 1980s, have proved 
suspiciously inept at basic detective work in 
these cases. 


to organise as a 
political party. 


massacres. 

Other Agents 

There is also overlap with the 
ubiquitous and trigger happy private 
security industry which is teeming with ex- 
Rhodesians of special forces origins. Recent 
evidence shows that KwaZulu paramilitary 
forces numbering about 200 men were trained 
by Military Intelligence in the Caprivi Strip, 
and also in Israel during 1986, before being 
based at Mkuze in Northern Zululand. 
Vigilantes in the Eastern Cape calling 
themselves Ama-A frika were similarly trained. 

With their deep involvement in the ivory 
trade and gun running, such groups are specially 
active in the Eastern Transvaal and Northern 
Natal in collaboration with Renamo. Africa 
Confidential has pointed out that these units, 
characterised by lack of accountability, 
immunity from prosecution, and increasingly 
embittered by the trend of national political 
events, could get out of control. Renamo, after 
all, isaclassic example of aRhodesian fashioned 
pseudo-terrorist operation which ran amok. 
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The Mozambican government found great 
difficulty negotiating with it, simply because it 
is a bandit organization with no discernible 
political objectives. 

Overview 

At present extra-legal methods of political 
control are gaining the ascendancy. Other forms 
nevertheless remain extremely powerful. 
Apartheid legislation, educational inequalities, 
security legislation, publications control, 
official secrecy, limitations on journalists, and 
defamation law are significant restraints. The 
‘independent’ bantustans have their own security 
and emergency legislation which is wielded 
with gusto, as seen in spectacular fashion in 
Ciskei and Bophuthatswana. 

_The censorship of silence, traditional in South 
Africa, is implicit in the ambience of the ‘new' 
South A fricaas recognised by the writer Breyten’ 
Breytenbach: "...authority [is] now attempting 
to stifle the needed debate on public ethics by 
pretending that apartheid was not, and is not, 
the crime against humanity as experienced by 
the majority of South Africans". In Hugo 
Young's celebrated phrase, President de Klerk 
and his supporters "... have seen the light, not of 
righteousness but of survival". The right media 
images are thus crucial to them. So too, 
apparently, is protection from prosecution for 
human rights crimes, judging from the speed 
andruthlessness with which aFurther Indemnity 
Bill was forced through the legislative system 
in October 1992 against furious opposition 
from all parties to the left of the Nationalists. It 
is all too probable that indemnity is required for 
current and past members of de Klerk’'s 
government. 

When security legislation was amended in 
1991, the Democratic Party put forward 
ludicrous claims that South Africa had embraced 
the rule of law and individual freedom, joining 
the ranks of free nations. This sort of 
misrepresentation has earned South Africa a 
totally unjustified liberal image, reinforced by 
the result of the referendum which has virtually 
deified De Klerk. The latter and his supporters 
inthe business community andacross the centre- 
right political spectrum have adopted a new 
orthodoxy in the 'new' South Africa. This argues 
that apartheid is dead, South Africans must 
forget the past and pull together towards a 
glorjous new future in which private enterprise 
will swiftly iron out the inequities in society. 
Those who challenge this amoral and ahistoric 
approach are increasingly marginalised. 

The NCM mechanism creates outrages to 
provoke splits in the ANC which cannot be 
traced back to the state. The Chris Hani 
assassination was the perfect example of this, it 
greatly weakened the ANC’s authority in the 
townships and was blamed on the far Right. 
The outside world receives this image of ‘dark 
forces’ creating chaos and an image of the 
increasingly acceptable, white, South African 
state. These are the unedifying tactics used by 
the National Party as it strives for renewed 
power within a conservative coalition. Behind 
a facade of ‘normality’ a covert war is being 
waged against the ANC. Its leaders can behave 
like national politicians at negotiations, but at, 
grassroots level destabilisation is having a’ 
serious effect on the movement's ability to 
organise as a political party, attract members 
after thirty years as a banned organization, and 
win an election. 


Christopher Merrett works at the University of Natal and has 
published on a wide range of human rights issues; he was an activist 
with the local Detainees Support Committee during the State of 
Emergency. He is presently writing a book on the history of censorship 
in South Africa. 
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Frequency Assault: 


The case of the Verneys 


Phil Chamberlain describes rhe 
MYSTERIOUS OCCURRENCES AT AN isolated 
comage in Kent. Could its owner have 
been a victim of top secret military 
TESTING? 


argle Cottage is situated about a 
mile and a half south-east of the 
village of Biddenden in Kent. It is 
an old woodcutters' cottage dating back to the 
period of the Battle of Waterloo. It is described 
in the estate agents' hyperbole as "a Hansel and 
Gretel cottage" and is set in a mini nature 
reserve. An elderly couple, the Verneys, had 
bought the cottage in 1969 as a weekend holiday 
home and planned to make it their full time 
home when they retired in 1983. 

The Verneys had started young, working in 
the theatre. They both did National Service and 
served inthe Second World War. Mr. Verneyin 
the signals section of Fighter Command; Mrs. 
Verney in ENSA, entertaining the troops. After 
the war Mr. Verney worked in films and 
television, and is a founder member of the 
Writers’ Guild of Great Britain. 

Both Mr. & Mrs. Verney were for 25 years 
directors of the most prestigious firm in the 
high-class furnishing textile business, a 
company founded by Mrs. Verney’s French 
father in 1898, which holds the Royal Warrant. 

The Spring and early Summerof 1983 passed 
agreeably. Refurbishing the house - new curtains 
and covers and a new bathroom was planned. 
They also spent time testing for the Good Food 
Guide - Mr. Verney had been an inspector for 
25 years. Retirement seemed almost too 
enjoyable to be true. 

It was not to last for long. On the Ist of 
October a visitor noticed a strange humming 
noise coming up through the ground in the 
garden at the back of the house near the entrance 
to Sand Pit wood. The visitor took his dog for 
a walk in the woods; it appeared ill at ease. The 
woods were usually alive with the sound of 
birdsong and of small feet scattering across the 
leaves. Now it was silent. The birds had left and 
were not to return the following Spring. 

The Verneys went on holiday to France for 3 
weeks. On their return to Dargle Cottage on the 
25th they found that the hamming had increased 
and was accompanied by a strong electronic 
noise, like a generator, with vibrations coming 
up through the ground from Sand Pit wood. The 
noise was worst at night. 

There was.another strange feature - the woods 
to the north east were often lit up at night by 
yellow and pink lights which appeared to shine 
up through the trees from the ground. Described 
by Mr. Verney as "similar to lights illuminating 
a theatre cyclorama”. Another odd thing they 
discovered - someone had blocked their drains 
with lumps of asphalt. 

The noise and the vibrations, and the 
unnerving effect of the strange lights were 
making life intolerable in the cottage. The 
Verneys were kept without sleep night after 
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night and were becoming irritable with each 
other. They also suffered short term loss of 
memory. Forgetting things - finding the car- 
keys could be a major drama. 

At first they thought that the problem might 
be of an agricultural nature. They walked at 
night trying to track down the source, but it was 
like a will-of-the-wisp, disappearing into the 
ground as they approached it. Mr. Verney 
checked out the Water authorities, thinking it 
might be a 
pumping 
operation; 
he drew a 
blank there. 

One night 
; in the third 
week of November, while they were out on 
foot, they met a police patrol car. The two 
officers in the vehicle also heard the noise and 
thought it came from Shorts Wood, whichisthe 
next wood to the 
south-east of Sand 
Pit Wood. The 
officers agreed to 
put the matter on 
report at the police 
station. 

Next day Mr. 
Verney visited 
Tenterden Police , 
station and found ~ 
the duty sergeant 
most unhelpful, 
talking to Mr. 
Verney whilst 
staring out of the 
window. He stated that nothing had been put on 
report and the Police had no responsibility in 
the matter. He referred Mr. Verney to the 
Environmental Health Department of the 
Ashford Borough Council, adding as a footnote 
‘And they’re bloody useless’. 

On Monday, the 28th November Mr. Verney 
telephoned the Environmental Health Officer 
forthe area, a Mr. Read, but he was not available. 
Mr. Verney left his number, but after three 
weeks and despite further calls and a letter 
there was no response by Mr. Read. After a 
short break to visit their daughter in Derbyshire 
they returned to find a further escalation of the 
problem and still no response from the EHO, 
Mr. Read. 

On the week-end of December 17/18th there 
was a sudden shortfall in electricity. Electricity 
officials seemed edgy after they were told the 
location of the house. At 8 AM on Tuesday the 
woods were full of electrical engineers, with 
about six vehicles. The Area Engineer Mr. 
Green explained they were putting ‘more power 
in the lines’. Before he left he asked if he might 
come back after Christmas and put some 
instruments in the cottage ‘to take 
measurements’, but he made no further contact. 
The electricity supply returned to normal, but 
the lights would dip after one minute. 

The Verneys' ‘horror’ continued. They 


G The police say that 
the affair is "beyond 
their jurisdiction" 
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contacted a firm of acoustic engineers. An 
engineer came to the house one wild rainy 
evening and picked up some strong readings 
coming from less than a mile away to the east. 
He said the matter would be reported to the 
EHO. 

Late in the afternoon the next day, 21st 
December, Mr. Read phoned. He was very 
evasive and declared there was nothing he 
could do until ‘after Christmas’. 

Next day, at his wife's pleading Mr. Verney 
rang Mr. Read who was even more evasive and 
finally hung up on Mr. Verney stating he would 
be in touch ‘early in the new year’. 

After this brush-off Mr. Verney went to 
London to try and contact some experts, but 
they were closed forthe holiday. Hedid however 
find a kind of electrical ‘old curiosity shop’ in 
the Tottenham Court Road. Explaining the 
problem to two assistants they said in unison 
"sounds like you're having trouble with the 
Ministry of 
Defence", 
adding "You 
won't get 
anywhere with 
them". They 
introduced 
him to a 
customer in 
the shop as 
“being just the 
man you want, 
bit of a mad 
Scientist, but 
he'll track 
down your 
trouble for you’. Mr. Verney arranged with this 
man to come down to Kent after Christmas. 

Before entering the shopit had never occurred 
to Mr. Verney that the MOD might be involved 
- perhaps this explained the EHO’s reluctance 
and the sloppiness of the Police Sergeant. 

During his searches around the area Mr. 
Verney had come across a building called 
‘October Farm’ three quarters of a mile to the 
east of Dargle cottage. Built recently, planning 
permission had been granted in 1981 for an 
‘agricultural dwelling’. Mr. Verney found the 
building to be unusual in several ways. Firstly 
it stood out of character for the area. It was of 
a purely utilitarian design with no effort to 
defer to traditional design like other houses in 
the area. It was two stories, with ground floor 
windows only at the front and back. Thick 
curtains hung inthe windows which Mr. Verney 
suggests are of a type not found in domestic 
house but at high security premises. It was 
surrounded by two very high hedges making it 
impossible to view the house without entering 
its drive. There was a bunker in the front of the 
house, covered in grass. Apart from a few 
beehives there was no sigh of agricultural 
activity. On Christmas Eve Mr. Verney was 
looking at the rear of the premises through 
binoculars and was confronted by the lady of 
the house who dropped the information that 


| replaced by ‘Orchard Farm’. 


"we breed Dobermans here, you know". 
After Mr. Verney explained what he 
was looking for she laid the blame at the 
door of the timber-yard. Subsequently 
Mr. Verney noticed a large wicker cage 
at the rear of the house containing four 
dogs, but no puppies. 

For the Verney’s the name of the 
house, ‘October Farm’, was too much of 
a coincidence considering the 1st of 
October was the day their troubles 
started. He took to referring to ‘Operation 
October’ in all his correspondence with 
Ashford Council. This seemed to have a 
curious effect - the swinging sign 
‘October Farm’ was removed and 


Christmas was terrifying for the 
couple, sleep impossible. 

In the early hours of Boxing Day they 
observed three low flying satellites 
flying north-west to south-east. Each 
had lights on three corners. Their 
appearance was always accompanied 
an increase in the humming. These were 
to become a regular feature. 

Totally exhausted by the ‘Yuletide’ attack 
they went torestin a hotel in Sussex. It was now 
clear to them that no one was going tohelpthem 
so they decided to look for another house to 
move to. They found another property on the 
29th December. They had been driven from 
what is a perfect retirement home. The Police, 
Council, Seeboard etc. had effectively left them 
to their fate. 

When they returned they were greeted by the 
noise and vibrations going hammer and tongs. 
In the early hours of January Sth “something 
new manifested itself’. No noise but an 
excruciating pain in the temples and top of the 
head which Mr. Verney described as “being 
bored with a Black & Decker’.This seemed to 
be a kind of beam from which there was no 
escape except to duck under the duvet. It left 
them feeling disorientated, Mrs. Verney 
suffering the most. An Orwellian welcome to 
1984. 

The next day the EHO made his first 
appearance. Mr. Verney thinks that he was 
checking how they were standing up to what 
can only be described as a new instrument of 
torture. Mr. Read refused to enter the house and 
they stood talking in the garden (in January). 
Instead of speaking directly to Mr. Verney he 
would stand by his side and speak out of the 
corner of his mouth “like a conversation in a 
prison exercise yard’. He refused to take any 
action about the pollution, walked about twelve 
yards down the lawn, stared into the woods for 
a few minutes, and declared: “J can hear 


| nothing”, and left. He was to make two 


subsequent visits. Each time it was the same 


| procedure, talking out of the side of his mouth, 


a stroll down the lawn, tracing his footprints so 
that there were three imprints of his gum-boots 
on top of each other for twelve yards down the 


> lawn. 


January was an unbroken stream of vibrations 
and noise, the painful ‘beam’, lights going on 
and off inthe woods and three satellites passing 
overhead. 

On the 18th of January Mr. Verney brought 
the electronic scientist down from London. 


FREQUENCY ASSAULT 


Whilst having lunch in a pub in Biddenden the 
car was broken into and cheque book and 
current bank statement stolen. They had only 
just unloaded the scientist’s equipment,when 
the EHO arrived, somewhat agitated. Invited 
into the house he addressed the scientist by 
name, exclaiming “what’s going on here?” He 


6 For eight years we have been 


without the protection of the 
law, and made 'outlaws' in 
our own country 9 


regarded the recording equipment with alarm, 
and made off very quickly - but not before 
summoning Mr. Verney into the garden for 
another of his strange alfresco conversations. 

Over the next seven hours whilst the scientist 
made his recordings “everything went off the 
air’. Nothing to record, the scientist called it a 
day and Mr. Verney drove him back to London. 
Minutes after they left, alone in the house, Mrs. 
Verney was subjected to an unnerving display 
of lights. As a consequence her hair went white. 

The night of January 20th was appalling and 
Mr. Verney pleaded with the duty officer at 
Ashford to come and help him, he said the 
matter would be referred to the EHO. Mr. Read 
however was never seen again. 

The next afternoon there were loud bangs in 
the woods until the late evening. At about 3 PM 
the lady at October Farm phoned and asked if 
he could hear the bangs. She seemed very 
concerned but the line was cut off and when Mr. 
Verney rang directory inquiries they had no 
number for October Farm. Mr. Verney again 
rang Ashford but Mr. Read was not there and 
Mr. Saunders, apparently his superior, could 
not be persuaded to come out and investigate. 

A few days later they were due to go to 
Scotland and the night before they were 
“attacked unmercifully with the beam”. The 
police were called, a patrol car came to the 
house and the two officers were most concerned 
with the state of Mrs. Verney - who was close 
to collapse. Everything had subsided while the 
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patrol car was in the area and started up 
again when it left. 

When they drove up to Scotland along 
the East Coast route Mr. Verney 
experienced a strange burning feeling 
when they neared RAF and USAF bases. 
Mrs. Verney found that she could “pick 
up transformers from some distance with 
buzzing in her ears”. While at Aviemore 
Mrs. Verney awoke in the night with 
stomach cramps and vomiting, the first of 
many such attacks. These are described 
in an MOD manual as symptoms of 
irradiation. 

Most of February and March were 
spent away from the cottage, including 
two weeks in the Caribbean. Mr. Verney 
was desperately ill with back pains and 
could scarcely stand up, let alone walk. 

Returning to Kent they found that 
concrete had been inserted in the drainage 
pipes. They put the house up for sale and 
quickly found a buyer for this attractive 
cottage. Nothing was said of the real 
reasons for their desperation to sell. Any 
comeback would be the EHO’s problem. 

Their last weekend at the house was May 
18th-20th. Their daughter and a colleague who 
worked with her on the Daily Express came to 
stay and help pack up. At about 1.30 AM on 
Sunday Mr. Verney was woken up with a 
burning feeling in his eyes. From then until 7 
AM they experienced a terrifying ordeal. 
Vibrations tore through the ground and into the 
house shaking it violently. There was the sound 
of men shouting and dogs barking. Eugenie, 
their daughter, was “terrified out of her wits” 
and suffered short term loss of memory and was 
off work fora week. Her colleague was taken ill 
on the motorway driving back to Derbyshire, 
fortunately close to a service station. 

They moved to Sussex later that week and 
throughout the summer Mrs. Verney’s health 
rapidly declined. She was, Mr. Verney says, 
“dying in front of my eyes”. At the end of 
August she was diagnosed as having a rare 
form of lymphatic leukaemia. She went into 
operation with only a 10% chance of recovery, 
but pulled through and then had to endure 
months of chemotherapy. It left her an invalid 
and her health finally collapsed when she had a 
stroke in June 1991. She never got to wear the 
new walking boots she bought when she retired 
in May 1983. Mr. Verney lost most of his teeth 
in one go which his dentist attributed to 
irradiation. He also developed a condition which 
resulted in the over-production of red blood 
cells and suffered severe damage to the lumbar 
region and spinal area which became more 
painful with the passing of time. He now has 
great difficulty walking. Back in the summer of 
1983, before they moved to Kent, they both had 
medical checks as part of a pension scheme and 
had come through them very well. Yet less than 
a year later they were both virtual invalids. 

On leaving Biddendenthey left no forwarding 
address, and due toa misspelling of his name on 
his driving licence they felt safe that they could 
not be traced to their new house. They made 
sure that they posted mail concerning ‘Operation 
October’ from well outside their postal area. 
On 1st October 1984 he sent a letter to the 
Deputy Prime Minister, Viscount Whitelaw, 

(continued on p. 51) 
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uring the Second World War radar 

operators who felt a bit chilly would 

nip out and warm themselves up 
with the radar frequency (rf) microwave energy 
transmitted by the radar. The cooking ability of 
microwaves, thermal effects, are well known, 
but the operators also reported they could ‘hear’ 
the radar - yet according to the laws of physics 
you can’t hear microwaves. 


The ‘Frey Effect’ 

In 1962 Allen Frey at Cornell University, 
New York State, published a paper entitled 
“Human auditory system response to modulated 
electromagnetic energy”. By using an rf 
microwave transmitter he found that: 

“With appropriate modulation, the 
perception of various sounds can be induced in 
clinically deaf, as well as normal, human 
subjects...” 

By changing the transmitter parameters such 
as pulse repetition rate and pulse width he could 
create a range of sounds such as buzzing, 
clicking, hissing, knocking etc. He also found 
that various physical sensations such as the 
“perception of severe buffeting of the head’ 
and a “pins-and-needles sensation” could be 
induced. Frey found that if there was little 
environmental noise, such as at night, people 
could hear sounds at average power levels so 
low that microwave detection equipment could 
barely detect them, i.e. at thousands of times 
less power than current recommended safety 
limits. 

More recently Professor James Lin at the 
University of Ilinois has published a number 
of papers on the subject, his book 
Electromagnetic Interactions with Biological 
Systems [Plenum Press, NY 1989] deals with 
auditory effects. Alsoin 1989 the MOD issued 
a “Guide to the Practical Aspects of the use of 
Radio Frequency Energy”. This notes: 

“It is possible to hear the modulation 
frequency of pulsed microwave transmissions. 
The mechanism for this phenomena is a small 
localised temperature rise in the head causing 
a pressure wave that reaches the cochlea 
which... gives rise to a sound sensation. In some 
individuals this effect may be perceptible below 
100mW-2 mean power levels” 

Thus it is possibleto“‘hear” microwave energy 
at thousands of times below the government 
accepted safety limit (which in itself is 
equivalent to standing a few feet in front of a 
leaky microwave oven) if the beam is pulsed or 
amplitude modulated like most comm- 
unications and radar equipment are. 

According to American scientist Bob Beck 
these sounds can be recorded on ferrite tape. 
This possibly explains how Mr. Verney was 
able to record non-sound ‘sounds’. 

Barry Fox at the New Scientist suggests that 
background microwave pollution is to blame 
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Microwaves in Warfare 
Health or Safety? 


From the mid-198Q0s an increasing number of people, from various 
classes and geographical locations complained about Hearing CONTINUOUS 
buzzing or humming noises. The New Scientist magazine DEGAN To 
publicise this phenomena and last year the Government responded by 
SETTING UP AN INVESTIGATION into ThE mysterious case of 'the Hummers’. 
Nor surprisingly the media ridiculed these people. 
Is there more To This than meets THE eye - something thar links THE 
military To this Noise and which is of relevance to the Verney Case? 


for the buzz/hum he and thousands of people 
hear. Radio frequency microwave energy today 
pervades our environment at levels that can 
create this hum - yet we, the public, know very 
little about the health effects it can cause. Why? 


National Health or National Safety? 

American military security has been built on 
a complex global system of C3I (Command, 
Control, Communications and Intelligence) 
involving the widespread use of rf microwaves 
including, missile tracking radar, surveillance 
radar (including radar to guard against intruders 
at bases), secure communications links, andthe 
huge early warning radars. These are found at 
American bases around the world (including 
the UK). The continuation of American military 
supremacy is based upon the extensive use of 
radio frequencies, and in particular, microwave 
emitting equipment. 

A US Defence Intelligence Agency (DIA) 
document obtained under a Freedom of 
Information request shows that for 18 years the 
US military have known how dangerous even 
low powered rf microwaves are. This and other 
official. documents prove that the American 
military have conducted research into health 
effects and known for years that even low 
levels of rf radiation can be harmful. 

Nobel Prize nominee Dr. Robert Becker has 
scathingly attacked the way in which the military 
control research intothis area. The US exposure 
standard of 10 milliwatts (10mW/cm2) was 
based on wartime research aimed at ensuring 
the risks toradar operators were balanced against 


- wartime necessity. In the post-war period fear 


of the Soviet Union led to the creation of a 
global security system based on polluting radars 
and microwave communication networks; 
which in turn necessitated the continuation of 
the extremely lax safety standards for 
nonionising radiation. Becker believes that the 
military was well aware that its safety standard 
was expedient and conducted research which 
quickly determined that even very low levels 
were extremely harmful. With this knowledge 
they were forced to actively prevent critical 
research into the area. Becker notes: 

“evidence for nonthermal effects was 
viewed as a threat to national security... This 
led to the position of denying any nonthermal 
effects from ANY electromagnetic usage, 
whether military or civilian.” 

Nonthermal effects are changes to cells which 
cannot be explained by the argument that 
microwaves excite water molecules to create 
heat. The American safety standard is solely 
based on avoiding burning or boiling people. 
The Soviet Union set standards which are 1,000 
times more strict in recognition that nonionising 
radiation damages cells in ways other than 
merely heating them, and at power levels which 
have no heating effect. Understandably the 
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Fr 
SENSITIVE AREA 


American state has been keen to keep these 
Russian standards quiet, whilst noting in a DIA 
report [1976] for example: 

“Recently, US and other Western scientists 
have been quite concerned with the vast 
difference between the two standards...” 

Because the scientific establishment depends 
for its funding on the state, the military were 
able to exert their influence to ensure that only 
“approved” projects received funding. Rebel 
scientists who questioned the safety of 
microwave radiation were dealt with in the 
usual manner - either ridiculed or forced to 
adopt standards of proof that were so high the 
expense made it impossible to continue. 

An example of this was work on microwave 
damage to the Blood-Brain Barrier. In 1977 
twoarmy researchers published a paper showing 
that power levels thousands of times below 
safety limits damaged the brain. According to 
Dr. Steneck of the University of Michigan this 
research and the debate it stimulated was stopped 
by the Department of Defence. Dr. Koslov at 
Johns Hopkins University attempted to restart 
work into this in 1986, but was unable to get 
funding. 

A striking example of the need to cover up 
came in 1981 when Army pathologist Dr. Fried- 
man published some preliminary findings of a 
study into the large number of radar operators 
referred to him with a rare blood disease. The 
Army refused to publish his full report. 

The military were well aware of health effects 
and sought to cover up deaths resulting from 
microwave exposure. The situation inthe UK is 
no different. 


The Malvern 8 

The British state operates a communications 
system that is completely independent from the 
BT network. It ensures that the government 
can control the country in the event of the 
collapse of its authority by war (civil or other) 
or mass strike action. It is based on the use of 
microwave communication links dotted around 
the country, with a higher concentration in 
built-up areas. Naturally the government would 
not want the existence of its lifeline questioned 
on health grounds. 

The centre of research into developing a new 
super-secure microwave communication 
network is the Defence Research Agency's 
Malvern branch (formerly the Royal Signals & 
Radar Establishment). Since the mid-70s eight 
scientists working there have died from brain 
tumours. After the death of one of the men, Dr. 
John Clark, his wife publicised the other deaths 
and, according to the media, the program was 
halted in March 1989. After experts from 
Universities had made bland statements about 
safety limits being "based on present 
knowledge” public debate of the deaths went 
away. 

(continued on p. 51) 


What follows is an edited version of some 
moments in the political career of an 
important player in the shadowy world of 
‘para-politics’ until his death in 1990. 

In itself itis only a fragment, containing the 
views of Peter Cadogan, a longtime “English 
Dissident”, himself active in various ‘people 
power’ projects over the years.’ As a 
fragment, it has its limits and (tantalisingly) 
the height of GK Y’s formal political influence 
- his failed attempt to take over the Tory 
‘Monday Club’ in the early 1970s - is absent 
as the diary entries only start in 1974. 

What the document does give, though, is a 
hint of the ferment and excitement amongst 
the ruling class around 1974, when in some 
circles a coup was discussed, and a 
demonstration of the close affinity between 
the state's security apparatus and the 
commercial ruling class. 

There is one point on which it is possible to 
take issue slightly with Peter Cadogan that is 
worthy of remark - the assertion that there are 
people trying to “hunt the wizard” of GK Yand 
place him at the centre of a far Right 
conspiracy. In fact he was only too happy to 
write his own obituary for ‘Lobster’. The 
extent to which GKY was (or was not) a 
‘totalitarian’ is something which readers can 
delve into elsewhere.’ 

However, Peter Cadogan is right when he 
observes that GKY was "...incorrigibly 
interesting”. 

- Larry O'Hara 


GKY and me 


personally got to know GKY in 1968 when, 

after reading his ‘Finance and World 

Power’, I wrote to him. We had many 
working lunches over the next 16 years. 

The argument of that book and the central 
tenet of his political thought, was that the 
Establishment (wrongly) preferred escalating 
debt to investment in the economy and 
improvements in productivity. 

In 1970 I became the general secretary of 
the South Place Ethical Society at the Conway 


- Hall, Red Lion square (a centre of English 
_ dissentsince 1793). GKY was very interested 


and gave a series of lectures there throughout 


: the 1970s. 


George K. Young: 


Unlicensed Rebel of 
The Right 


Peter Cadogan was a close friend of George K. Young, the infamous 
ex-deputy head of M.1.6. Here he shares some excerpts from a diary of the 
period of their friendship, which includes the period of the rumoured 
porential coup in Britain in 1974. 


eorge K. Young (1911-90) was a 
man born out of his time and he 
raged against it. He would have 
been happier as azealous Scottish Covenanter 
in the 17th century or like his 6 
fellow Scot, Livingstone, 
building the empire in the bush, 


had a brilliant intellect. He also 
had a blind spot. 

When he retired from Government service 
in 1961 he was a Deputy Head of MI6. 
Within a year he had 
his first book out - 
‘Masters of In- 
decision’ - a withering 
attack on the system 
he had served for so 
long, but written as 
much in sorrow as in 
anger. He saw 
absolutely no alter- 
native to Conser- 
vatism and it therefore 
followed that the 
Conservative cause 
had to be redeemed 
from within. He saw 
himself as an arch- 
redeemer, a crusader 
more than a reformer. 

He is dead. These 
lines are not written to 
hunt the wizard (there 
seems to be no 
shortage of volunteers 
in that direction) but 
to try to tell the truth 
about him, or at least that part of it that Isaw 
for myself, knowing him personally and 
enjoying his trust, over the years 1968 to 
1984. 

Being exceptionally well-informed (he kept 
his hotline to Intelligence long after his 
retirement) he had an angle on everything 
and everybody. He was, therefore, 
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General Walker, 
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The Monday Club: at work during the 1992 Tory election victory COM/Tived 


incorrigibly interesting, regardless of whether 
he was right or wrong, progressive or 
reactionary. 

His interests centered on foreign policy, 
defence and internal security. 
His book “Who is my Liege?” 
(1972) was a textbook of 


singlehanded. He was a Sterling and Thatcherism par excellence but 
journalist, a soldier, asenior civil George K Young with values closer to chivalry 
servant, a master-spy, a writer,a were making their than Bentham: 
historian, a political conspirator, di “The collection and dispensing 
a restless critic of weakness in extrao homely para: of revenue, the running of courts 
high places, aruthless man and a military plans to of law, the equipment, direction 
caring man at the same time. He meet the and planning of the armed forces 
_ believed in ideas, values and contingency of a - these three functions of central 
loyalty and lived by them. He total political government are the only ones 
never suffered fools gladly. He breakdown forwhich a permanent corps of 


specialist officials is essential. 
So the Conservative intention of hiving-off 


functions of state which they consider are the 


responsibility of the private sector must be 
extended to being a 
broad avenue of no- 
return...” 

Unlike Mrs Thatcher 
though he insisted on 
the moral under- 
pinning. Just as Mrs. 
Thatcher denied 
‘society’ so he 
affirmed it. But that 
was the G.K.Young 
enigma - that he 
belived in truth, 
integrity, loyalty, 
action and he knew 
they came from 
people, but when it 
came to the crunch he 
chose authority: 

“The loyalties of the 
people are there: they 
only await a new 
focus. No subsitute of 
function, interest or 
comm- 

unication can meet 
their need: the restoration of emotional unity 
requires a new sense of communal action 
and since ourwhole body of ideas is involved, 
it is from above that new initiatives must 
come.” l 

And who is to do it? 

“Since Labour’s identity tags are tied to 
universalist ideas which have brought 
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betrayal, and in our time treason bears a 
Left-Wing label, only a Conservative 
Government can play this role.” 

So that is it. He felt he had no option but to 
make sense of the Conservative Party. One 
gets the impression that he was feared, 
disliked, derided and misunderstood by the 
common run of Tories; but he 
had hot lines to the top. To him, 
that was what counted. 


Cadres had been 


GKY - A DIARY 


a chap called Roy? who is a self-made 
millionaire and who reckons to get rid of 
both John Tyndall and Martin Webster within 
two years. George doubts if he will make it. 
It will take a good organiser to beat Webster 
to the draw! 

He is very frank with me and I am equally 
straight with him. It is a 
strange relationship. He 
mentioned, in some context 


He had no sense of a new yecruited,... an alternative °F Other, that he had 


morality and politics coming communication system 
-~ existed,...contacts 
ranged from the Palace 


the authoritarian. And the down! 


up from below. There were 
always two George Youngs - 
the man of moral passion and 


second had the edge over the 
first. Itjust never occurred to him that people- 
power might be a possible option. 


The Journal 


From 1974 I kept a journal, what follows is 
taken almost verbatim from that journal. 

25th July 1974. 

George K Young had lunch with me today 
in the Library at Conway Hall. He tells me 
the Conservative Party has collapsed in 
Scotland and Tories in general hardly know 
what they stand for because they don’t know 
what Heath stands for. 

He is working on something I think he 
called plan B. Like me he expects the collapse 
ofcentral government, but we are working in 
utterly different ways from opposite ends of 
the political spectrum. He, in company with 
about a dozen others, has drawn up a plan 
(and had it bound!) and discussed it with the 
Head of the Secret Service and a top man in 
the Special Branch. It involves, oris intended 
to involve Lord Lieutenants, Chief Constables 
and their kind. Heis looking for some kind of 
base in the Royal Society of St. George and 
the Ratepayers Association to which, he says, 
some thirteen million people have paid their 
25p. Gerald Howarth, ex-Society of 
Individualists, is much involved. He thinks 
the outcome of the present crisis will be 
violent but we didn’t discuss it in detail. In 
my view the violence has only to be marginal 
or we lose the day and end up with another 
authoritarian regime. He takes the regional 
case but makes less of it than I do. He uses a 
military formula for working things out: 
Objects, Factors, Courses, Plan. 

He saw Enoch Powell last week for about 
an hour and a half but doesn’t think much of 
him. He ratted on his own party people and 
constituents in the middle of an election 
build-up. He is making the mistake of getting 
directly involved in Ulster politics (in looking 
for a constituency there), fatal in George’s 
view - and generally seems to have lost out. 

asked him about the Far Right. The Monday 
Club, he says, is virtually in a state of self- 
destruction. What he said about Jonathan 
Guinness turned out to be aboutright. But the 
Monday Club in the Midlands has developed 
a life of its own and could be of consequence. 

Of the National Front it seems that there is 
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previously been much 
involved in planning the 
overthrow or the bolstering 
of Governments (presum- 
ably in the Middle East) so 
thathis presentactivity was 
not all that different! 

29th July 1974. 

Today’s Times carries quite along reporton 
the emergency organisation that GKY 
described to me last week, but his name is 
kept out of it. Now the climate will really 
begin to change... When the politicians see 
others getting ready to do their job because 
they have failed, there will be some very 
interesting sequels from all directions! 

5th December 1974. 

We had the working lunch for ten people 
today (at the Hall). My guests were GKY, 
Michael Barnes, Alex Cox and Marion 
Boyars. James had three guests including 
Tony Wilson of British Oxygen. Tomoko 
Sato acted as co-host with me. 

The discussion was good but didn’t seem to 
get very far; but all feltit was worthwhile. At 
the very end George staggered them (except 
me as privy to the news) by revealing that it 
was he who had drawn up the plan that 
General Walker is now acting on. He told us 
that cadres had been recruited, how an 
alternative communication system existed, 
how contacts ranged from the Palace down! 
Shock all round the table! 

In 1975 it seemed that some kind of change 
was imperative. This was 


the year in which The form is that of an 
instant communications 

network capable of acting 
at the highest level if the 
established machinery of 


Thatcherism was invented 
and Mrs. Thatcher ousted 
Ted Heath. She had been 
holding her Sunday 
evening discussions with 


machinery of government and comm- 
unications breaks down. Key contacts to be 
with Lord Lieutenants, G.O.C.s [heads of 
armed services], Police, key M.P.s and key 
people in a list of associations. At the top is 
Lord X (I was told his name but it did not 
mean anything to me and I forgot it), but he 
too is a sick man. The key man in the 
Commons is Sir Frederick Bennet and with 
him are some twenty other M.P.s. The 
communications network will function 
through the ‘ham’ radio system and another 
special system of communications has been 
established with some help from the Home 
Office. UNISON will go public later this 
year. 

There used to be, he said, an emergency 
system in this country based on the counties 
(presumably areference to the Regional Seats 
of Government set up in the 20s after the 
experience of the General Strike and 
reactivated in the 50s in the face of the 
possibility of nuclear war) but Heath 
dismantled it as areflection on his capacity to 
govern and Wilson, with five ‘Communists’ 
in his Cabinet, was in no position to revive 
it - George is a little free with the use of the 
word ‘Communist’. 

He sees a General Election producing a 
minority Thatcher Government and no 
progress. When it breaks down or threatens 
to do so, there will be a need for a new 
initiative. He had set up a group of about a 
hundred Tory M-P.s who are alerted to the 
possibility and will take suitable action. What 
action is yet to be determined. 

26th March 1981. 

A two hour lunch with GKY at the 
Caledonian Club in Halkin Street. He tells 
me that the emergency organisation UNISON 
was formed in 1967 and Tory Action 
subsequently. He has been the Secretary and 
the moving force in Tory Action since his 
70th birthday. He sees Peter Walker as a tory 
with a future and writes Carrington and Prior 
off. 

10th August 1982 

Another lunch with GKY 
at the Caledonian Club. He 
told me a bit more about 
himself. In 1941 he was an 
Army Captain in Kenya and 


her friends in her house in gover nment and when the British Forces 
Chelsea. General Walker, Communications breaks 9 clearedthe Italiansoutofthe 
Sterling and George K down Horn of Africa he was asked 
Young were making their to take on the Intelligence 
extraordinary para-military plans to meet the job at Addis Abbaba. 


contingency of a total political breakdown. 

15th July 1976 

Today Ihad lunch with GKY at St.Stephens 
Club near St.James Park. He told me that 
when he first had the idea that is UNISON he 
saw General Templar about it. Templar was 
interested but too old and sick to act and he 
suggested General Walker. George then saw 
General Walker and he, having read George’s 
draft, agreed to take on the job. 

The form the thing now takes is that of an 
instant communications network capable of 
acting at the highest level if the established 
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He carried on in Intelligence after the war, 
with MI6, and did a tour of SE Asia in 1959. 
He told me that the Head of the CIA in 
Saigon, Richardson, urged no direct US 
intervention in Vietnam. He was over-ruled 
from Washington where Helms was the boss. 
He also said that the CIA was firmly against 
the form taken by the Bay of Pigs invasion. 
They wanted an operation that would start 
and build up a complex of guerrilla groups, 
but the Pentagon prevailed and made it a full 
frontal thing leading to disaster. He thinks 
that the CIA has had a bad press. 


(Continued on p. 51) 


Green Politics-Green Action 


AN Interview with Andrew Dobson 


Andrew Dobson is the- author of 
‘Green Political Theory' and editor 
of 'A Green Reader’. 


OE - In your book you talked about the 
difference between light green and dark 
green perspectives, what is the relationship 
between the two of them? 

AD - I suppose the theory is that if people 
just take the light green tack then they're 
going to be content with just following light 
green principles and practices and they can't 
think any further, but the dark green stuff is 
maybe something that derives from light 
green thinking or it may be something that 
you need to jump straight to otherwise you'll 
never get there. I think my feeling is that 
there's probably more of a gulf between the 
two than I thought in the first place. 

OE - What did you think of the Green 
2000 efficiency drive inside the 
Green Party? 

AD -I'd say something that might 
sound a bit peculiar but I think that if 
you're going to be a political party 
then you may as well play the game 
really. I think that Petra Kelly's idea 
of the anti-party party in Germany in 
the early to mid-1980s was a very 
very good idea and a very very 
interesting idea and I think it made a 
real difference to the way thatGerman 
politics functioned at the time but I 
also think that the anti-party theme 
or strategy helped to contribute to 
splits in the German Green Party. If 
you're going to then have a political 
party whose aim is to achieve some 
sort of political power at some sort of 
level or another in the system then 
you may as well play the game and if 
you as a member of the party are 
unhappy with the Green 2000 strategy 
then work in the movement as 
opposed to the party. Do those things 
that you conceive to be important, 
but there doesn't seem to me to be Ù. 
any point in having a political party 
whose, as it were, public face is one 
of dissension and failure; I can't see 
the point of that. I personally actually 
am nota great fan of political parties, 
I'm not, but I can see the Green 2000 point of 
view, from a party political perspective and 
I'd want to stress that. I'm not saying that it's 
the only way to go about changing people 
because I don't think that's true at all. 

OE - Greens like Derek Wall say that it 
will just give the people who failed to 
capitalise on the media opportunities over 
the last few years - failed to get the message 
home - more power to fail to do so. 


AD - I like Derek’s point of view, I think 
it's important to have people like him in 
political parties. I think at the same time 
people who disagree with him in the party 
would say that the reason why they didn't 
capitalise on 1989 for example was precisely 
because they didn't have the 


structures in place that would 4 ... there doesn't 
seem to be any 
point in having a 


have enabled them to do so. I 
think that's what they would 


paralysis in people, political paralysis: "God 
if it's that bad there's nothing we can do". But 
green consumerism at least allows people to 
think they can do something; so there's one 
thing you could do. But as far as the 
movement'sconcerned, the wider movement, 
I think thatit's very important that 
there are people making very 
radical remarks about, for 
example, our relationship with the 


say. Of course, the proof of the political party non-human natural world and I 
pudding will be in what whose public face think it's very important that there 
happens now won't it. is one of are people saying that there is 

OE - So you seem, like the dissension and intrinsic value in the environment 
deep ecologists, to be saying failure for example - that's a very 


that "the frontier is long" - 
the whole movement is important? 
AD - Yeah, I do, I do. 
OE - What do you see as useful green 
practice; almost anything...? 
AD - Almost anything, again it depends 


on what ends you have in view, I imagine. I 
suppose I could say that even green 
consumerism has its uses in the sense that it 
encourages people to think that they can do 
something. I think there's this sense, isn't 
there, about green politics that it's so 
dependent upon crisis. I do think there's a 
danger that if this crisis element is played to 
it's fullest extent, which in some respects it 
should be, it can also engender a sense of 
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important and useful thing to say. 
What's that got to do with green 
consumerism? They seem so far apart. But I 
suspect that they're not in the end completely 
far apart. I think it's important that there are 
people doing both. I suppose that my own 
feeling is that really I'm more partisan, 
I'm more in favour of those who are 
making the deeper green remarks, I 
suppose, because they're the ones that 
really challenge the structures that we 
live with and if green politics is basically 
correct in its analysis of what's going 
wrong then those structures have to be 
confronted atreally very profound levels, 
both, I suppose, ideologically and 
politically, so it's important that people 
3 like Derek are doing the things that they 
do. 

OE - Some people say that green 
thought is a kind of updated version 
Kropotkin's anarchism - as we see today 
with Murray Bookchin’s ‘social 
ecology’. Is this something that should 
be played up or played down? 

AD - From a political point of view 
anarchism has got a kind of a rough 
reputation so if it was all reconstituted 
anarchists it might not go down too well 
with the punters. What the hell, I mean in 
a way that's not a problem is it or it 
| shouldn't be allowed to be one. One of the 
“ things that interests me about social 
‘| ecology and Murray Bookchin's ideas is 
this very basic principle that hierarchical 
relationships between human beings and 
the natural world are a function of, or are 
produced by, hierarchical relations 
between human beings and that we won't get 
rid of hierarchical relations between us and 
the non-human natural world if we don't get 
rid of the other. Now I've yet to see that as it 
were proved to my satisfaction. I can 
understand why he wants to say that; it 
throws the focus back on human beings 
which I think is important in the context of 
something which worries Murray very much 
which is this bio-centric/Earth First! point of 
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view which appears to legitimate all sorts of 
really quite dangerous practices with respect 
to human beings. At the same time I'm not 
sure that we could go along with the idea that 
one would lead to the other, let's say: that the 
problems with the natural world are based 
upon or founded upon problems between 
human beings. So, solve the social relations 
first and then you'll 
solve the human- 
natural ones; I'm not 
sure that would 
actually happen, I 
can't see any reason 
why that's the case. 

If you take it that 
the human-natural 
relation is fund- 
amental to dis- 
cussions of green- 
politics then I can 
see a way there in 
which anarchism as 
traditionally under- 
stoodis still different 
from green politics. 
Obviously there are 
connections and 
similarities - no 
question about that 
at all - but it does 
seem to be that 
what's new about 
green politics is its 
strong insistence 
upon human-natural 
relations. No other ideology's done that - at 
least as being fundamental - of course they've 
all talked about this relationship but not 
made it fundamental to their political project 
and that's what's new about green politics. 

OE - So being aware of anthropocentric 
[human-centered] bias and of intrinsic value 
in nature you see as really quite important 
in shifting our perceptions? 

AD - I do think it is very important. Yes 
I do. Naess is a very important figure - this 
question of intrinsic value is something that 
comes up over and over again in what he 
writes and I think there is a big difference 
between thinking instrumentally and thinking 
intrinsically about the non-human natural 
world. I really think it makes a difference. In 
the context of, for example, genetic 
engineering - that's obviously a case in point. 
It makes a huge difference to what then is 
legitimate, doesn't it? 

OE - In the last line of your book you say 
that Act One of the green movement's 
paradise play is over and it's time that the 
curtain was lifted on Act Two. What kind of 
things do youthink will be happening in Act 
Two? 

AD - Right, I think the intrinsic value 
question is one that needs to be put quite 
starkly - that's one difference between light 
green and darker green perspectives and I 
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street. 


Priority for motorists? 

In some northern European towns, 
especiallyin Holland (where ‘socialist 
cities like Delft, Groningen and 
Maastricht have been in the fore’) 
traffic planners have stopped giving 
unthinking priority to the needs of 
motorists: they started by linking the 
three aims of a better community, a 
safer road systemanda more pleasant 
environment, into a concept the Dutch 
have called 'Woonerf - the living 


Non-travel uses of a street were 
recognised and promoted. The 
environment was redesigned to make 
it more conducive to community 
development. Vehicle speeds were 
lowered to walking speed using 
devices like road humps to allow 
children to play without fear. The 
pavement was abolished and people 
encouraged to walk all over the road 
which was broken up with trees, 


GREEN POLITICS 


think that needs to be spoken much more 
than it presently is. Genetic engineering might 
be a place where it can be spoken in a 
legitimate fashion, in the sense of saying to 
people look what would happen if you adopt 
an intrinsic value point of view - see how that 
would make you feel differently about the 
practice of genetic engineering. That's one 


Martin Ryle 


kind of thing. 

I think also that the question of 
consumption also needs to be addressed more 
starkly to the extent that it's not enough 
simply to continue to say that people, wealthy 
people in wealthy countries, can continue to 
consume as long as they consume things 
with green labels on. I don't think that that's 
good enough. I think that patterns of 
consumption by wealthy people 


in wealthy countries need to be americans are 


flowerbedsandbenches... Preventing 

throughtrafficand slowing down what 
remains helps reduce noise and 
pollution levels. Here isan ideal focus 
for local green/socialist action. Here 
we See the assertion of the needs of 
the one group - which includes a 
disproportionate number of women, 
children, and older people: the 
‘economically inactive’ - against 
those, previously dominant, ofanother ` 
(comprising a disproportionate 
number of men and of the relatively 
well-off and powerful). But this is 
also an assertion of the primacy of 
certain commonly felt kinds of need 
(for conviviality, neighbourhood) at 
the expense of others (for rapid transit, 
‘saving oftime’)whichare themselves 
widely felt: needs that may coexist 
within one and the same person. 


From: Ecology and Socialism (1988) - 


i 
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darker green message needs to be put. 
Incredibly difficult to do for obvious reasons 
because after all they're living lifestyles which 
are absolutely opposed in almost all respects 
to the kinds demanded by a green - a deep 
green - sustainable society. But nonetheless 
I think it's important for greens to begin to 
make those sorts of distinctions in order to | 
avoid the dangerously right- 
wing possibilities involved in 
telling people not to consume. 
How can you possibly tell 
someone who's not 
consuming anything already 
to consume less? So this kind 
of generalised appeal to 
humanity at large not to 
consume too much I think is 
absolutely absurd and needs 
to have the social component 
introduced into it and I don't 
think that's something the 
greens have said enough 
about. That's a lesson that | 
socialists have taught them. 
That socialist response to 
green remarks about 
consumption has been very 
important. Those are acouple 
of the elements anyway. 

OE - Do you think that 
people like Jonathon Porritt 
are performing an important 
. role; as the green's major 
spokesperson should he be 
trying to be more of a ‘dark 
green' or should he just try to get some 
elements of the green message out to as 
many people as soon as possible? 

AD - He's really ambivalent about this 
isn't he. I think he's gone too far in the wrong 
direction in a way. If I take this seriously, Act 
One's over and we've got to move into Act 
Two then someone's got to move us into Act 
Two. Porritt is an important figure, there's no 
question about that, he has 
got the biggest profile of 


also called into question because environmental spokespeople, 
the bottom line of the deep green much more in this country at any rate, and 
view is that wanton consumption danger ous than I would think that he has a 
is unsustainable. So that needs to Ethiopians responsibility to begin to make 


be confronted at the same time as 

saying - and this is something greens haven't 
said enough - that we do have to take into 
account that worries about consumption are 
worries about consumption by wealthy people 
in wealthy countries and it's not goodenough 
just talking about ‘humans consuming’ 
because that's not specific enough about the 
kinds of humans that are doing what kind of 
consuming. If it is true to say that the average 
North American consumes 600 times as much 
as the average Ethiopian, which is Ted 
Trainer's calculation, then it's important to 
see that American's are much more dangerous 
than Ethiopians, wealthy Americans are 
anyway. Those are the people to whom the 
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these more radical remarks, 
yes I do, I definitely do think that. 
OE - He's not fulfilling his potential for 
doing that? 
AD - No, not really, I think that he's in 
danger of getting lost amongst all the grey 
people if he's not careful. 


Andrew Dobson is reviews editor for the academic journal 
Environmental Politics which is edited by Stephen Young and 
Michael Waller, Department of Government, Manchester 
University, Manchester, M13 9PL (Tel. 061 275 4900). 


ECOFEMINISM: 


Pioneer of ecofeminism 
Rosemary Radford 
Ruether outlines some of the 
links berween patriarchy and the 
ENVIRONMENTAL crisis. 


hat is Ecofeminism? 
Ecofeminism represents the 
union of the radical ecology 
movement, or what has been called ‘deep 
ecology’, and feminism. The word ‘ecology’ 
emerges from the biological science ofnatural 
environmental systems. It examines how 
these natural communities function to sustain 
a healthy web of life and how they become 
disrupted, causing death to the plant and 
animal life. Human intervention is obviously 
one of the main causes of such disruption. 
Thus ecology emerged as a combined socio- 
economic and biological study in the late 
sixties to examine how human use of nature 
is causing pollution of soil, air and water, and 
destruction of the natural systems of plants 
and animals, threatening the base of life on 
which the human community itself depends.’ 

Deep ecology takes this study of social 
ecology another step. It examines the 
symbolic, psychological and ethical patterns 
of destructive relations of humans with nature 
and how to replace this with a life-affirming 
culture.” 

Feminism also is a complex movement 
with many layers. It can be defined only as a 
movement within the liberal democratic 
societies for the full inclusion of women in 
political rights and economic access to 
employment. Itcan be defined more radically 
in a socialist and liberation tradition as a 
transformation of the patriarchal socio- 
economic system, in which male domination 
of women is the foundation of all socio- 
economic hierarchies.? Feminism can be also 
studied in terms of culture and consciousness, 
charting the symbolic, psychological and 
ethical connections of domination of women 
and male monopolization of resources and 
controlling power. This third level of feminist 
analysis connects closely with deep ecology. 
Some would say that feminism is the primary 
expression of deep ecology.‘ 

Yet, although many feminists may make 
a verbal connection between domination of 
women and domination of nature, the 
development of this connection in a broad 
historical, social, economic and cultural 
analysis is only just beginning. Most studies 
of ecofeminism, such as the essays in the 
book edited by Judith Plant, Healing the 
Wounds: The Promise of Ecofeminism (New 
Society Publishers, 1989) are brief and 


Symbolic and Social Connections 
ol i the Oppression of Women and 
the Domination of Nature 


evocative, rather than comprehensive. 
Fuller exploration of ecofeminism 
probably goes beyond the expertise of one 
person. It needs a cooperation of a team that 
brings together historians of culture, natural 
scientists, and social economists who would 
all share a concern for the interconnection of 
domination of women and exploitation of 
nature. It needs visionaries to imagine how 
to construct a new socio-economic system 
and a new cultural consciousness that would 
support relations of mutuality, rather than 
competitive power. For this one needs poets, 
artists and liturgists, as well as revolutionary 
organizers, to incarnate more life-giving 
relationships in our cultural consciousness 


and social system. 


A Platform for Deep Ecology 
Below is what I call "the platform of the 
Deep Ecology movement", or rather, one 
formulation of such a platfrom; it consists of 
eight common points to guide those who 
believe that ecological problems cannot be 
solved only by technical ‘quick-fix’ solutions. 


1. The flourishing of human and non- 
human life on Earth has intrinsic value. The 
value of non-human life forms is independent 
of the usefulness these may have for narrow 
human purposes. 

2. Richness and diversity of life forms 
are values in themselves and contribute to 
the flourishing of human and non-human life 
on Earth. 

3. Humans have no right to reduce this 
richness and diversity except to satisfy vital 
needs. 

4. Present human interference with the 
non-human world is excessive, and the 
situation is rapidly worsening. 

5. The flourishing of human life and 
cultures is compatible with a substantial 
decrease of the human population. The 
flourishing of non-human life requires such 
a decrease. 

6. Significant change of life conditions 
for the better requires change in policies. 
These affect basic economic, technological, 
and ideological structures. 

7. The ideological change is mainly that 
of appreciating life quality (dwelling in 
situations of intrinsic value) rather than 
adhering to a high standard of living. There 
willbe aprofound awareness of the difference 
between big and great. 

8. Those who subscribe to the foregoing 
points have an obligation directly or indirectly 
to participate in the attempt to implement the 
necessary changes. -Arne Naess 


Such a range of expertise certainly goes 
beyond my own competence. Although I am 
interested in continuing to gain working 
acquaintance with the natural and social 
sciences, my primary work lies in the area of 
history of culture. What I plan to do here is to 
trace some symbolic connections of 
domination of women and domination of 
nature in Mediterranean and Western 
European culture. I will then explore briefly 
the alternative ethic andculture that might be 
envisioned if we are to overcome these 
patterns of domination and destructive 
violence to women and to the natural world. 


Pre-Hebraic Roots 


Anthropological studies have suggested 
that the identification of women with nature 
and males with culture is both ancient and 
widespread.® This cultural pattern itself 
expresses a monopolozing of the definition 
of culture by males. The very word ‘nature’ in 
this formula is part of the problem, because 
it defines nature as a reality below and 
separated from ‘man’, rather than one nexus 
in which humanity itself is inseparably 
embedded. It is, in fact, human beings who 
cannot live apart from the rest of nature as 
our life-sustaining context, while the 
community of plants and animal both can 
and, for billions of years, did exist without 
humans. The concept of humans outside of 
nature is a cultural reversal of natural reality. 

How did this reversal take place in our 
cultural consciousness? One key element of 
this identification of women with non-human 
nature lies in the early human social patterns 
in which women's reproductive role as 
childbearer was tied to making women the 
primary productive and maintenance 
workers. Women did most of the work 
associated with child care, food production 
and preparation, production of clothing, 
baskets and other artifacts of daily life, clean- 
up and waste-disposal.’ 

Although there is considerable variation 
of these patterns cross-culturally, generally 
males situated themselves in work that was 
both more prestigeous and more occasional, 
demanding bursts of energy, such as hunting 
larger animals, war and clearing fields, but 
allowing them more space for leisure. This is 
the primary social base for the male 
monopolization of culture, by which men re- 
enforced their privileges of leisure, the 
superior prestige of their activities and the 
inferiority of the activities associated with 
women. 
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Perhaps, for much of human history, 
women ignored or discounted these male 
claims to superiority, being entirely too busy 
with the tasks of daily life, and expressing 
among themselves their assumptions about 
the obvious importance of their own work as 
the primary producers and reproducers.® But, 
by stages, this female consciousness and 
culture was sunk underneath the growing 
male power to define the culture for the 
whole society, socializing both males and 
females into this male-defined point of view. 

It is from the 
perspective of this 
male monopoly. of 
culture that the 
work of women in 
maintaining the | 
material basis of | ~Z- 
daily life is defined } 
as an inferior realm. 
The material world 
itself is then seen as 
something sep- 
arated from males 
and symbolically 
linked with women. 
The earth, as the 
place from which 
plant and animal 
life arises, becomes linked with the bodies of 
women from which babies emerge. 

The development of plow agriculture 
and human slavery very likely took this 
connection of woman and nature another 
step. Both are seen as a realm, not on which 
men depend, but which men dominate and 
rule over with coercive power. Wild animals 
which are hunted retain their autonomy and 
freedom. Domesticated animals become an 
extension of the human family. But animals 
yoked and put to the plow, driven under the 
whip, are now in the new relation to humans. 
They are enslaved and coerced for their labor. 

Plow agriculture generally involves a 
gender shift in agricultural production. While 
women monopolized food gathering and 
gardening, men monopolize food production 
done with plow animals. With this shift to 
men as agriculturalists comes anew sense of 
land as owned by the male family head, 
passed down through a male line of descent, 
rather than communal land-holding and 
matrilineal descent that is often found in 
hunting-gathering and gardening societies.’ 

The conquest and enslavement of other 
tribal groups created another category of 
humans, beneath the familiar community, 
owned by it, whose labor is coerced. 
Enslavementof other people through military 
conquest typically took the form of killing 
the males and enslaving the women and their 
children for labor and sexual service. 
Women's work becomes identified with slave 
work." The women of the family are defined 
as a higher type slave over a lower category 
of slaves drawn from conquered people. In 
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patriarchal law, possession of women, slaves, 
animals and land all are symbolically and 
socially linked together. All are species of 
property and instruments of labor, owned 
and controlled by male heads of family as a 
ruling class." 

Looking at the mythologies of the 
Ancient Near Eastern, Hebrew, Greek and 
early Christian cultures, one can see a shifting 
symbolization of women and nature as 
spheres to be conquered, ruled over and, 
finally, repudiated altogether. 

In the Babylon- 
ian Creation story, 
which goes back to 
i the third millenium 
B.C., Marduk, the 
warrior champion of 
=u] the gods of the city 
states, is seen as 
creating the cosmos 
4 by conquering the 
Mother Goddess 
Tiamat, pictured as a 
monstrous female 
animal. Marduk kills 
her, treads her body 
under- 
foot and 


MAN 


then The Christian 
dream of immortal 


splits it in half, using one half to 
fashion the starry firmament of 


smashed, and the churches stripped of all 
visible imagery. Only the disembodied word, 
descending from the preacher to the ear of 
the listener, together with music, could be 
bearers of divine presence. Nothing one could 
see, touch, taste or smell was trustworthy as 


6 iN any 
independence of 


women lurked 
heresy and 
witchcraft 9 


bearer of the divine. Even the bread and wine 
was no longer the physical embodiment of 
Christ, but intellectual reminders of the 
message about Christ's salvific act enacted in 
the past. 

Calvinism dismantled the sacramental 
world of Medieval Christianity, but it 
maintained and reenforced its demonic 
universe. The fallen world, especially 
physical nature and other human groups 
outside of the control of the Calvinist church, 
lay in the grip of the Devil. All that was 
labeled pagan, whether 
Catholics or Indians and 
Africans, were the 
playground of demonic 
powers. But, even within the 


the skies, and the other halfthe blessedness, freed Calvinist church, women 


earth below.!? The elemental 
mother is literally turned into 
the matter out of which the 


from finite limits, 
was translated into 


were the gateway of devil. 
If women were completely 
obedient to their fathers, 


cosmos is fashioned (not scientific husbands, ministers and 
accidently, the words ‘mother' technological 9 magistrates, they might be 
and matter have the same terms redeemed as goodwives. But 


etymological root). She can be 

used as matter only. by being killed; that is, 
by destroying her as ‘wild’, autonomous life, 
making her life-giving body into ‘stuff 
possessed and controlled by the architect of 
a male-defined cosmos. 


The Reformation and the 
Scientific Revolution 
The Calvinist Reformation and the 
Scientific Revolution in England in the late 
16th and 17th Centuries represent key turning 
points in the Western concept of nature. In 
these two movements the Medieval struggle 
between the sacramental and the demonic 
views of nature was recast. Calvinism 
dismembered the Medieval sacramental 
sense of nature. For Calvinism nature was 
totally depraved. There was no residue of 
divine presence in it that could sustain a 
natural knowledge or relation to God. Saving 
knowledge of God descends from on high, 
beyond nature, in therevealed Word available 
only in Scripture, as preached by the 
Reformers. 
Populist Calvinism was notable for its 
iconoclastic hostility toward visual art. 
Stained glass, statues and carvings were 
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in any independence of 
women lurked heresy and witchcraft. Among 
Protestants, Calvinists were the primary 
witchhunters.” 

The Scientific Revolution at first moved 
in a different direction, exorcising the 
demonic powers from nature in order to 
reclaim it as an icon of divine reason manifest 
in natural law.” But, in the 17th and 18th 
centuries, the more animist natural science 
that unified material and spiritual lost out to 
a strict dualism of transcendent intellect and 
dead matter. Nature was secularized. It was 
no longer the scene of a struggle between 
Christ and the Devil. Both divine and demonic 
spirits were driven out of it. In Cartesian 
dualism and Newtonian physics it becomes 
matter in motion, dead stuff moving 
obediently according to mathematical laws 
knowable to a new male elite of scientists. 
With no life or soul of its own, nature could 
be safely expropriated by this male elite and 
infinitely reconstructed to augment their 
wealth and power. 

In Western society the application of 
science to technological control over nature 
marched side by side with colonialism. From 
the 16th to the 20th centuries, Western 


Europeans would appropriate the lands of 
the Americas, Asia and Africa, and reduce its 
human populations to servitude. The wealth 
accrued by this vast expropriation of land 
and labor would fue¥ new levels of 
technological revolution, transforming 
material resources into new forms of energy 
and mechanical work, control of disease, 
increasing speed of communication and 
travel. Western elites grew increasingly 
optimistic, imagining that this technological 
| way of life would gradually conquer all 
` problems of material scarcity and even push 
| back the limits of human mortality. The 
: Christian dream of immortal blessedness, 
. freed from finite limits, was translated into 
scientific technological terms.” 


Ecological Crisis 


However, in a short three-quarters of a 
century this dream of infinite progress has 
been turned into a nightmare. The medical 
conquest of disease, lessening infant mortality 
and doubling the lifespan of the affluent, 


insufficiently matched by birth limitation, 
especially among the poor, has created a 
population explosion that is rapidly 
outrunning the food supply. Every year ten 
million children die of malnutrition.” The 
gap between rich and poor, between the 
wealthy elites of the industrialized sector 
and the impoverished masses, especially in 
the colonized continents of Latin America, 
Asia and Africa *, grows ever wider. 

This Western scientific, industrial 
revolution has been built on injustice. It has 
been based on the takeover of the land, its 
agricultural, metallic and mineral wealth, 
appropriated through the exploitation of the 
labor of the indigenous people. This wealth 
has flowed back to enrich the West, with 
some for local elites, while the laboring 
people of these lands grew poorer. 

This system of global affluence, based 
on exploitation of the land and labor of the 


natural resources, 
pollution and state Poor, the world 
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many for the benefit of the few, with its high 
consumption of energy and waste, cannot be 
expanded to include the poor without 


destroying the basis of life of the planet . 


itself. We are literally destroying the air, 
water and soil upon which human life and 


planetary life depends. 
In order to 
6 preserve the 
P opulation unjust monopoly 
explosion, on material 
. resources from 
exhaustion of ihe sowie 


protests of the 


became more 


violence are the ada ~~ more 
four horsemen of militarized. Most 
the new global ee ma 

een using the 

ap ocaly, pse 9 lion's share of 


their state 
budgets for weapons, both to guard against 
each other and to control their own poor. 
Weapons also become one of the major 
exports of 
wealthy nations 
to poor nations. 
Poor nations 
grow increas- 
ingly indebted to 
wealthy nations 
while buying 
weapons to 
repress theirown 


6 


By pretending that 
we can immortalize 
ourselves, souls and 
bodies, we are 


reshape our dualistic concept of reality as 
split between soulless matter and 
transcendent male consciousness. We need 
to discover our actual reality as latecomers to 
the planet. The world of nature, plants and 
animals existed billions of years before we 
came on the scene. Nature does not need us 
to rule over it, but runs itself very well and 
better without humans. We are the parasites 
on the food chain of life, consuming more 
and more, and putting too little back torestore 
and maintain the life system that supports us. 

We need to recognize our utter 
dependence on the great life-producing 
matrix of the planet in order to learn to 
reintegrate our human systems of production, 
consumption and waste into the ecological 
patterns by which nature sustains life. This 
might begin by revisualizing the relation of 
mind or human intelligence to nature. Mind 
or consciousness is not something that 
originates in some transcendent worldoutside 
of nature, but is the place where nature itself 
becomes conscious. We need to think of 
human consciousness, not as separating us 
as ahigher species from the rest of nature, but 
rather as a gift to enable us to learn how to 
harmonize our needs with the natural system 
around us, of which we are a dependent part. 

Such a reintegration of human 
consciousness and nature must reshape the 
concept of God. Instead of modeling God 
after alienated male consciousness, outside 
of and ruling over nature, God in ecofeminist 
spirituality is the immanent source of life 
that sustains the whole 
planetary community. God 
is neither male nor 
anthropomorphic. God is the 
font, from which the variety 
of plants and animals well 
up in each new generation, 


im mortalizing our the matrix that sustains their 
garbage and life-giving interdependency 
polluting the earth 7 with each other.” 


impoverished masses. In spite of much toted 
arms reduction treaties between the United 
States and the Soviet Union, what is 
happening is more of a unipolar consolidation 
of military hegemony on the side of the 
United States, and not a real commitment to 
demilitarization. 

Population explosion, exhaustion of 
natural resources, pollution and state violence 
are the four horsemen of the new global 
apocalypse. The critical question of both 
justice and survival is how to pull back from 
this disasterous course and remake our 
relations with each other and with the earth. 


Toward an Ecofeminist 
Ethic and Culture 


There are many elements thatneed to go 
into an eco-feminist ethic and culture for a 
just and sustainable planet. One element is to 
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In ecofeminist culture 
and ethic mutual inter-dependency replaces 
the hierarchies of domination as the model of 
relationship between men and women, 
between human groups and between humans 
and other beings. All racist, sexist, classist 
and anthropocentric assumptions of the 
superiority of whites over blacks, males over 
females, managers over workers, humans 
over animals and plants must be culturally 
discarded. In a real sense the so-called 
superior pole in each relation is actually the 
more dependent side of the relationship. 

But it is not enough simply to humbly 
acknowledge dependency. The pattern of 
male-female, racial and class inter- 
dependency itself has to be reconstructed 
socially, creating more equitable sharing in 
the work and the fruits of work, rather than 
making one side of the relation the subjugated 
and impoverished base for the power and 


(continued on p. 43) 
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The Struggle over Natural Birth 


Obstetrics offered the prospect of 'perfect' births, bur INCREASING NUMbeERS Of WOMEN ARE 
TURNING away from A profession that has left them as ‘passive patients', 


deally childbirth should be one of life's 

most precious moments; a time when 

instincts can take their course, when 
intense bonding with the newborn occurs, or 
so we think. 

The reality for most women is rather 
different: birth has become a medical event 
in need of effective management by the 
professionals of 
obstetrics. 
Women are made 
to lie passively on 
a table - the 
physiologically 
most difficult 
position in which 
to give birth - 
whilst the experts 
decide which 
medical inter- 
ventions are 
needed. These can 
include every- 
thing from sed- 
atives, intra- 
venous drips 
delivering syn- 
thetic hormones, 
epidurals and 
other anaes- 
thetics, right up to 
caesareans. 

According 
to childbirth 
expert Sheila 
Kitzinger the 
‘active manage- 
ment’ of hi-tech births means taking drugs 
which will “tranquillise, stupefy, disorient, 
cause hallucinations, produce amnesia, 
change the woman’s body chemistry, and 
also deprive the the foetus of oxygen, turning 
the newborn baby into a limp, sleepy little 
bundle with a headache, instead of a wide- 
eyed, searching, learning creature.” 

This leads to a ‘snowball effect’: 
interfering in one way makes it necessary to 
interfere in others too; an epidural anaesthetic, 
for instance, makes it likely that forceps will 
have to be used in the delivery. In U.S. 
hospitals this has meant that up to 65% of 
mothers face the trauma of forceps delivery 
and risk the injury to the baby which it 
occasionally results in. 

The typical delivery room in a 
modern hospital is full of bright lights as well 
as the noise and bustle of the obstetrician and 
a team of assistants. Electronic monitoring 
machines and hospital antiseptic add to the 
oppressive atmosphere - little wonder that 
many women find hospital birth depressing. 
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Obstetricians have by and large excluded 
mothers from their central role in childbirth, 
and at the same time drained the experience 
of its sexuality. All this is done in the 
misplaced hope thatit will achieve a painless 
effortless managed birth, at a convenient 
time; fitted in with the obstetrician's game of 
golf according to many critics! 


The Birth of 
Obstetrics 


Historical 
studies tell a 
different story: 
vertical positions 
for giving birth have 
been prevalent 
across the globe for 
thousands of years. 
Aristotle was the 
first known 
advocate of a 
recumbent - and 
passive - position. 
It was much later in 
17th century France 
where male doctors 
first assumed the 
midwives’ role and 
required their 
aristocratic women 
clients to lie on their 
backs so that the 
recently-invented 
forceps could be 
used more easily. 
The fate of women was sealed when Louis 
XIV had his mistress endure this position so 
that he could see the birth better from his 
hiding place behind a curtain on the other 
side of the room. Later Queen Victoria was 
the first woman in 
England to use a 6 
chloroform anaesthetic - 
which further en- 


The revolution so many 
of us are seeking will not more of the accepted 


had succeeded in making midwives into 
outlaws in many U.S. states. She has even 
come across recent examples of midwives 
being arrested at gunpoint and taken away 
handcuffed! The hospital births favoured by 
the A.M.A. cost a minimum of ten times as 
much as home birth with a midwife and can 
easily add up to far more. 


Alternatives 


The trend has not all been one way: 
since 1962 the in-hospital maternity unit at 
Pithiviers in France has been a notable centre 
of experimentation. As he gradually gained 
the courage to return control over childbirth 
to women, its chief obstetrician Michel Odent 
found that women themselves would 
instinctively choose the upright position for 
birth, and would also choose to move around 
during labour. 

The delivery room there was small 
and quiet with subdued lights. Machines and 
drugs were kept only for the few real 
emergencies and forceps banished. The 
midwife, and the husband too, were able to 
play a greater role - such as in helping to 
support the mother in the squatting position 
which is commonly chosen for birth. 

Odent began to realise, against the 
common wisdom, that women during 
childbirth act most ‘rationally’ when they 
‘forget’ themselves and follow their instincts 
- deliveries became faster and easier. Both he 
and Sheila Kitzinger agree that “The right 
environment for birth is exactly the same as 
the environment in which to make love.” 
Most labours should be uncomplicated and 
do not need special equipment. They need 
not be seen as a kind of illness needing 
treatment in an intensive care setting. 

As the Pithiviers staff became more 
sure in trusting 
women’s own instincts 
they broke more and 


Posiionindefimecorine DE triggered by the —<paventions of 
force of gravity. The professionals of wearing rubber gloves, 
practices of confining a obstetrics, or even by they stopped speeding 
stherlabourandibentne TMe medical profession Bde vey by breaking 
rise of the obstetric table overall. 9 the unborn, they 


for deliveries soon 
followed and spread throughout the Western 
world. 

Looking at the current situation in 
her latest book, "The American Way of Birth", 
Jessica Mitford found thata powerful alliance 
of medical societies, including the American 
Medical Association (A.M.A.), and insurers 
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stopped prescribing 
bedrest for the mother during pregnancy and 
after, and they allowed the newborn to be 
with the mother from the moment of birth. 
Odent brought in a warm pool where 
women could relax during the painful 
contractions of labour and, to everyone's 
surprise, found that many seemed to develop 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


an affinity with the water and some would 
remain immersed to give birth, which is 
perfectly safe. Some women who had 
previously claimed to dislike water even 
moved over into the pool to give birth. 

As far as the clinical results are 
concerned (mortality rates etc.), those at 
Pithiviers compare favourably with the best 
in the world. The caesarean rate of 6-7% is 
far better than the 25% in the U.S. ( a 400% 
increase in 20 years); postpartum depression 
is also rare at Pithiviers. Those who come to 
Pithiviers to give birth live mostly in the 
surrounding area and are not pre-screened in 
order to avoid difficulties. Others who come 
from further afield - even from other countries 
- have often had difficult births or caesareans 
beforehand and come in order to secure the 
best chance of having a rewarding vaginal 
birth. 

Hammersmith hospital recently 
claimed credit for discovering that close 
contact with both parents may be the best 
thing for a premature baby, rather than an 
incubator. Instead of crossing the Channel to 
reach Pithiviers, where this had long been 
common knowledge, a research project was 
carried out in Colombia to make these 


| findings! 


Wishing for asimilar return of control 
over birth to the mothers, the ‘Active Birth 
Movement’ was founded in Britain in April 
1982 after one London hospital which had 
initially encouraged upright positions 
changed its mind and banned them. A small 
“Birthrights Rally”, planned as a ‘squat-in’ 
of the hospital foyer, ended up as a rally of 
6000 on Hampstead Heath; speakers 
including Kitzinger and Odent helped reverse 
the decision. 

Odent has long questioned his own 
role as a male obstetrician: “The revolution 
so many of us are seeking,” he writes, “will 
not be triggered by the professionals of 
obstetrics, or even by the medical profession 
overall.” He has since left Pithiviers and now 
works in London with mothers giving birth 
at home which he currently believes is “the 
only place... where a woman has the degree 
of privacy needed to allow maximal efficiency 
of the physiological and hormonal 
responses.” The strikingly good results at 
Pithiviers have led to other maternity units 
being established along similar lines around 
the world and other hospitals too have 
gradually been adjusting to women’s 
demands to choose whatever position they 
find most comfortable throughout labour 
and delivery: to change from “passive 
patients” to “active birth-givers”. 


Adapted from: Birth Reborn - What Birth Can and 
Should Be, Michel Odent (London: Souvenir Press, 1984); New 
Active Birth: A Concise Guide to Natural Childbirth by Janet 
Balaskas (Thorsons, 1991) who is co-founder of The International 
Active Birth Centre, 55 Dartmouth Park Road, London, NW 5 
ISL Tel. 071 267 5368; also relevant: The Continuum Concept, 
Jean Liedlof (Arkana, 2nd. ed, 1987); The American Way of Birth, 
Jessica Mitford, (Gollancz, 1992) 


Anti-Porn Is The Theory. 
Repression Is The Practice 


The anti-pornography movement neglects the most iMpORTANT 
aspects of women's oppression, argues Nina Lopez-Jones 
from the English Collective of Prostitutes 


ith rare exceptions, feminists 
have concentrated on attacking 
attitudes, not power relations of 
which attitudes are a part. The view of 
"Women Against Violence Against Women’ 
(WAVAW), ‘Porn is Violence Against 
Women'(PIVAW) andevery other anti-porn 
group which was accepted as the voice of 
feminism during the Reagan/Thatcher 
decade, is that pornography is the "central 
and binding issue for feminism". 

In 1980 the United Nations said that women 
do 2/3 of the world's work for 10% of the 
income - the International Labour 
Organization says 5% - 
and 1% of the assets. This 
was the first international 6 
quantification of our 
exploitation, the basic 
violence against women 
from which flows all 


Not money, not housing, 
not even non-sexist, 
non-racist, non-violent 


a mixed population of white single and 
married people" because". . itwas important 
to focus on the problem of the dominant 
cultural group in order to avoid our results 
being used ina racist way." To "avoidracism" 
by excluding Black women is a strategy that 
a politician like Enoch Powell might 
wholeheartedly support. 

Like any other movement for change, the 
women's movement has to choose whether 
or not to focus on breaking down these 
divisions. In our experience, this cannot be 
done without challenging "all the economic 
power relations inthe working class from the 
bottom up, beginning 
with those of us who 
have the least power.. 
. Black womenwho are 
the poorest of the poor 
.." To ignore the 
priorities of women 


other violence against us policing, but an end to who are Black, 
by both institutions and noj : n" immigrant, Third 
individuals. B dirty pictures becomes World, prostitute, 
studiously ignoring this the key to our welfare l 9 single mothers, 
violence, the anti-porn/ housewives, lesbian, 
pro-censorship lobby who have disabilities, 


avoids a confrontation with the economic, 
politicalandphysical violence against women 
perpetrated or endorsed by the State. 
Feminists who concentrate on condemning 
sexist images of women in the name of 
condemning women's exploitation, and the 
politicians who back them, turn their backs 
while the issue of our economic and social 
power is pushed down the political agenda. 
Notmoney, not housing, not even non-sexist, 
non-racist, non-violent policing, but an end 
to "dirty pictures" becomes the key to our 
welfare. 

Not unconnected, divisions of race, class, 
nationality, income, age, disability and 
occupation have been purposefully censored 
by feminist advocates of censorship. Anti- 
porn feminists ask us to do what men have 
always asked us to do: set aside the divisions 
among us and submit to their priorities. "We 
must reunite throughout the nation [sic] on 
this one basic issue [pornography] . . . 
Disagreeements on other issues can be dealt 
with when fewer of us are being murdered, 
beaten, tortured and raped." And therefore, 
the struggles and priorities of Black and 
other working class women who are at the 
bottom of the economic and social hierarchy 
get watered down or mislaid somewhere 
along the way to many feminist agendas. A 
rape survey conducted by two feminists in 
Leeds chose to investigate streets which "had 
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or who are any combination of these, is to 
choose to focus instead on the priorities of 
the most powerful sectors - careerists in 
metropolitan countries. The choice of images 
(naked or not) must also begin from the 
bottom up; otherwise the image of the 
“successful” (usually white) careerist passes 
as a picture of everywoman's reality, or at 
least the reality to which we should all aspire 
and even which we can all achieve. This 
image embodies the predominantly (mainly 
white) Establishment perspective of 
Feminism. , 

Many feminists have refused to deal with 
the fact that increasing the power of the State 
to decide what is "acceptable sex and 
sexuality" can only lead to greater power in 
the hands of the police and more State 
violence against women, starting with those 


.of us who are labelled “ignorant” or 


“immoral” because we are poor and working 
class. One clear example of this refusal is the 
way in which the anti-porn lobby has 
consistently discussed and proposed 
legislation promoting censorship without 
discussing the ways such legislation is likely 
to be enforced. Those of us at the bottom who 
go on the game, shoplift, commit Social 
Security “fraud” or other crimes of poverty 
in order to support ourselves and ourchildren, 
can't afford the luxury of treating legislation 
as an abstraction rather than a power shaping 
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our lives. For us the 
political is personal. 
It is women at the 
bottom, and our sons, 
brothers, husbands 
and friends, who are 
at the receiving end 
of police brutality, 
illegality and racism. 
We don't have the 
right style, accent, 
background, colour, 
passport, 
connections and/or 
Careers to protect us 
from the law, the 
police and the courts. 

Increasing the 
power of the State to 
control sexual 
expression is of a 
piece with more 


generalized 

economic and political repression. By trying 
to control which relationships and forms of 
contact are to be promoted and which 
discouraged and even criminalized, the State 


women is disconnected from the violence of 
poverty and economic dependence which 
are mirrored in pornography, violent or not. 
Anti-pornographers may agree that women 
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women's and gay movements feminists attack Even their attack on the 
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which have concen on ; out images 

establishing our right to do instead of women is that our struggle to 
what we want with our own attacking the refuse all forms of violence 


bodies, and our right to 
economic, legal and social 
independence from the family. 
The anti-porn lobby has 
consistently said that 
“pornography is the theory, 
rape is the practice." On the contrary: anti- 


pom is the theory; economic, political and 


sexual repression - and that can only mean 
universal rape - is the practice. 

All images, no matter how partial or 
distorted, are reflections of the real power 
relations among us. We are dependent on 
images to find out about other people and the 
world we live in. Information we get in this 
way may help or hinder us in our pursuit of 
a better understanding of ourselves and our 
possibilities: what we can/want to do with 
our lives as opposed to what we are supposed 
to do: to mould ourselves on stereotypes. We 
therefore want images to inform us about 
what we need to know and to express clearly 
the reality we experience; as well as to be 
stimulating, exciting and beautiful; and we 
want to replace images which are not working 
for us in these ways. Images are often the lies 
through which people with more power 
impose on those who have less power their 
version of events, and indicate what we should 
desire and what they will approve. Anti-porn 
feminists only skim the surface. They attack 
the images instead of attacking the reality - 
the power relations - which the images reflect. 
Rather than acknowledging the images as an 
integral part of reality, images are blamed for 
the violence ofreality; visual violence against 
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the images . 
reflect. 


and degradation is almost 
always absent: women are 
portrayed not only doing the 
jobs that we do, whether with 
our clothes on or off, but as 
consenting, even happy, slaves. 
If the models are dressed, anti-porn lobbyists 
seem oblivious of the ways in which this 
distorted image of us attacks us. 
"Lukewarm" sex - lesbian women who are 
into S&M call it “vanilla sex" . .. whatever 
sex each of us may like, if it is consensual we 
have a right to it, and to see reflections of it 
in pornographic or other images. The 
stereotypical sex images anti-porn feminists 
want to impose on others could not express 
the variety of the sexual reality and would 
instead deny the experiences of the millions 
of women and men who are not only, or at all, 
into "vanilla sex". So-called “perverted sex” 
is a form of escapism not that different from 
Gothic novels or horror films: fantasies in 
which the power relations are transformed 
and the subtleties of reality with its demands 
of decision temporarily forgotten (or are 
being worked out on another level). The 
effect of anti-porn is to push sexual choices 
back to a dark comer and isolate sexual 
feelings and activity from the rest of life. 
Any sex, from “vanilla” to S&M, can be a 
vehicle for violence when it is cut off from 
compassion (which itself is repressed and 
splintered into various segregated parts). Sex 
then becomes an area of darkness in which to 
give vent to our most secret fears and 
emotions. (A great attraction of David Lynch's 
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films is that they are based on 
how people relate when all 
the characters, not only the 
hero/Heroine, emerge from 
that dark corner.) 

Anti-pornographers seem to 
understand the attractions of 
S&M better than anyone. 
Some even seem to revel in 
gory descriptions and 
interpretations of porn. Why 
would anyone spend so much 
time watching and 
commenting on something 
they found sorepulsive unless 
w|  therewards - financial, sexual 

#| orboth -made it worth while? 
y Opposing porn provides a 
socially acceptable and even 
profitable opportunity to 
indulge one's sexual pleasure 
while blaming others forone's 
own taste. (Not surprisingly, 
Andrea Dworkin's novels Ice and Fire and 
Mercy have been accused of being 
pornographic.) 

But unlike sado-masochists who confine 
themselves to consenting sexual acts, anti- 
pormographers get their satisfaction from 
forcing themselves - and the State - on 
everyone - denying, banning, censoring, 
admonishing, punishing. Punishing - a strong 
urge which seems to provide sexual pleasure 
for many, from anti-pornographers to judges. 

The anti-porn lobby fails to distinguish 
between the workers, the bosses and the 
products. The porn industry is exploitative 
like any other industry. Should commercial 
food, clothes, cars, TVs, etc., be banned 
because their respective industries exploit 
the workers who produce these goods, or 
should we support workers’ demands for 
better working conditions? The coal industry 
is polluting, and working conditions are 
horrendous. Should we not have supported 
the 1984-5 strike of miming communities 
against the closure of pits on which their 
livelihood depended? In campaigning for 
prostitutes and against prostitution we 
underline the distinction between sex workers 
and the work they do. We know from 
experience that campaigning for the abolition 
of the prostitution laws which criminalize 
women for refusing poverty and financial 
dependence on men, is inseparable from 
campaigning for economic alternatives to 
prostitution: higher benefits, grants and 
wages so thatno woman is forced by poverty 
into sex with anyone, for money or for “free”. 
Campaigning for abolition is for us 
inseparable from campaigning to get all 
women's work - including sex work waged 
and unwaged, recognised and counted as 
work so that we can get back the wealth we 
have helped produce: the resources we need 
to refuse all exploitation, all prostitution... 
including what Virginia Woolf called 
“intellectual harlotry". 

ECP and other groups, such as the Campaign Against the 
Child Support Act can be contacted at PO Box 287 London 
NW6 5QU (071-837 7509). 
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THE HIV-AIDS HYPOTHESIS AND 
ITS CRITICS 


hings certainly change in the world 
of AIDS; a few years ago Dr. Robert 


Gallo who ‘discovered’ HIV told us 


that HIV alone explained the appearance of ¢ 


AIDS: “Clearly HTLV-111 (as it was thenSASES ae 


called) causes AIDS. Anybody who doesn’t 
say that doesn’t know the facts. There’s just 
no question about it... They’re avoiding 
responsibility, or they’re just ignorant of the 


Native 1984) The world looked set for a 
catastrophe as the epidemic grew. 

More recently though Gallo has admitted 
that his assertion was not based purely on 1 
scientific grounds but on the need to “bring 
the field to another extreme” to avoid 
confusing people with ‘multifactorial’ and 
‘crackpot’ theories. 

It has also now become clear that it was 
Frenchman Dr. Luc Montagnier who in fact 
first discovered HIV and promptly sent a 
sample to Gallo’s laboratory. Gallo was 
convicted of ‘scientific fraud’ in December 
1992 and remains under investigation by the 
U.S. Congress. Montagnier has moved even 
further away from the original direct HIV- 
AIDS link; speaking to the audience during 
last July’s 8th International AIDS Conference 
in Amsterdam he said: “J think we should put 
the same weight now on the co-factors [as we 
have on HIV].” 

Two years previously when he first made 
his views clear about co-factors and the 
possibility that HIV can be benign and 
“peaceful” only 200 of 12,000 delegates 
bothered to come to listen to his talk; almost 
half had walked out by the end. Critics of the 
HIV-AIDS orthodoxy have made much of 
findings of Aids without HIV. As far back as 
1986 there have been reports of Aids cases 
remaining uninfected with HIV for extended 
periods. In 1989 the U.S. Centre for Disease 
Control reported that 5% of all U.S. Aids 
patients who had so far been tested for HIV 
were HIV-negative. Associate Professor 
Robert Root-Bernstein, one of the critics 
who has spoken out, believes that “The 
existence of HIV -free Aids proves that HIV is 
not a necessary cause of acquired 
immunodeficiency”. 

A number of those who have had second 
thoughts about HIV-AIDS conventional 
wisdom tried to get the following short letter 
published in prominent scientific journals: 
“It is widely believed by the general public 
that a retrovirus called HIV causes the group 
of diseases called AIDS. Many biomedical 
scientists now question this hypothesis. We 
propose that a thorough reappraisal of the 
existing evidence for and against this 
hypothesis be conducted by a suitable 
independent group. We further propose that 
critical epidemiological studies be devised 
and undertaken.” Every journal refused to 
publish it and as a result “The Group for the 
Scientific Reappraisal of the HIV/AIDS 
Hypothesis" was formed with its own 
newsletter “Rethinking AIDS”. 


| | Dr. Peter Duesberg: AIDS 
All Adult/Adolescent AIDS Cases heretic 


PERCENT The most prominent and controversial of 
GROWTH these scientists is Dr. Peter Duesberg, 
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The Centre for Disease Control's statistics 
(based on AIDS cases reported up to Dec. 31st 
1991) also put a question mark over whether 
AIDS in the U.S. is a growing epidemic of the 
form that would be expected given the traditional 
expectations of HIV infectivity. 

The inevitable conclusion to be drawn, say 
critics, is that the epidemic is cresting and the 
number of cases will begin to decline. The graph 
for haemophiliac AIDS cases is curious as, with 
knowledge of the total haemophiliac AIDS cases 
and their time of exposure to HIV, itis possible 
to calculate that: "the median incubation period 
implied by these statistics begins to approach 25 
to 30 years. This is tantamount to saying that for 
a significant percentage of haemophiliacs HIV 
infection does not lead to AIDS because the 
incubation period exceeds the life expectancy." 


GRAPHS from: Rethinking AIDS Vol. |, No. 2 1992. 
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Professor of Molecular and Cell Biology at 
the University of California, Berkeley. He 
has even told Gallo that he would not be 
afraid to be injected with HIV if it could be 
guaranteed clean of contaminants. Duesberg 
argues that HIV is nothing more than a 
“harmless little hitchhikeralong for the ride”; 
he believes HIV is a ‘marker’ for AIDS risks 
found in people who are “reservoirs of rare 
viruses and microbes acquired by contacts 
with many others, either by transfusions, sex 
or by sharing needles.” 

AIDS itselfis asyndrome of 25 old diseases 
including pneumonia, Kaposi’s sarcoma, 
dementia, diarrhoea, candidiasis, tuberculosis 
etc. Though unrelated they are thought to be 
‘opportunistic’ taking advantage of 
immunodeficiency. Duesberg challenges 
this: “Kaposi’s sarcoma, lymphomas, wasting 
disease, and dementia are not favoured by 
immunodeficiency because they are neither 
caused by microbes or viruses or associated 
with them. Why do they appear in AIDS 
patients?” The reason for the near 100% 
correlation claimed between AIDS and HIV 
is, he writes, that “Zf the (HIV) antibody is not 
present, the same diseases in the same risk 
groups are called by their old names.” 


AZT is AIDS by prescription 

Duesberg believes psychoactive drugs are 
the true cause of AIDS: “Natural and 
synthetic psychoactive drugs are the only 
new pathogens around since the 1970s and 
the only new disease syndrome is AIDS and 
both are found in exactly the same 
populations.” 

The hugely profitable and highly toxic 
drug AZT which is said to offer an extra year 
of life is thought by Duesberg to be the final 
straw in provoking immune deficiency. 
Developed for cancer chemotherapy, AZT 
cannot distinguish infected from uninfected 
cells and causes further immunodeficiency 
and degenerative diseases. Since 1989 AZT 
has even been prescribed to healthy people 
who have tested positive for HIV antibodies: 
“the basis for the daily poisoning of 125,000 
people”, he believes. Studies published in 
April 1993 actually show that AZT has no 
therapeutic effect on HIV +ve patients at all. 

Duesberg’s “drug-AIDS” hypothesis can, 
he hopes, solve many of the riddles of the 
conventional “virus-AIDS” hypothesis: 

- “The sexually active general population 
that is not addicted to drugs does not get 
AIDS because drugs, not a sexually- 
transmitted virus, are causing it. 
Conventional venereal diseases and 
unwanted pregnancies are on the rise, 
indicating there is sufficient unsafe sex for 
HIV to spread through sexual contacts.” 

- “Over 80% of AIDS patients are males, 
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- “AIDS develops only after years of risk 
behaviour because drugs take years to cause 
AIDS diseases, exactly like cigarettes and 
alcohol take years to cause their diseases." 

- “Risk group-specific AIDS diseases are 
the result of group-specific drugs. 
For example the 20-fold higher 
incidence of Kaposi’s sarcoma in 
homosexuals corresponds to their 
preference for poppers.” 

- “African AIDS are old diseases - 
like Slim disease, fever, diarrhoea, 
and tuberculosis -underanew name. ” f 
They are caused by protein malnutrition, 
parasitic infections, and poor sanitation - 
the reasons why they are distributed randomly 
between the sexes.” 

- “Natural antibodies to HIV and synthetic 
HIV vaccines do not protect against AIDS 
because it is caused by drugs and clinical 
deficiencies. We shouldwarn against drugs, 
not against sex, ifwe want to prevent AIDS”, 
urges Duesberg; “Above all, we should 
terminate the use of the D.N.A. chain 
terminator AZT.” “We could be at the 
bottom of AIDS very fast if we had some 
open minds”, he believes. “If there were but 
one openscientific conference, if Newsweek, 
Science or the New York Times would once 
say we have to consider alternatives, we’re 
not getting anywhere’, then we could have 
answers very fast. But it’s so polarised now, 
and there’s so much money in the HIV 
business. It’s very difficult to go against 
three billion dollars.” 


In Defence of HIV 

Quite understandably groups which accept 
the validity of the HIV-AIDS link, even with 
new provisos about ‘co-factors’, have not 
been at all happy about Duesberg’s ideas. 
His message undermines the hard-work done 
by groups like the Terrence Higgins Trust in 
spreading their message of ‘safe sex’ and 
‘safe’ drug use - Duesberg provides a perfect 
excuse for not changing behaviour. In spite 
of this he has not weakened in the face of 
criticisms of his “irresponsibility” in pushing 
a “colossal fallacy”: “I’m not suicidal. If I 
could see just one solid argument that I'mon 
the wrong track Iwould back off, but it’s not 
there.” As atopresearcher Duesberg has lost 
his $350,000 National Institute of Health 
grantto study cancer genes - hardly surprising 
as he is in effect saying that the Institute is 
wasting $3 billion on HIV research. “/’ve 
paid dearly for my hypothesis - with my 
professional standing, with my funding, with 
a good part of my career’, he says. 

Duesberg, an expert on retroviruses like 
AIDS, has had his more theoretical claims 
countered in such journals as Science, Nature, 
and the British Medical Journal as well as in 
the New Scientist. He points out, for instance, 
the biochemical inactivity of HIV: itinfiltrates 
orinfects as few as one in 100,000 susceptible 
cells. When Duesberg raised this problem a 
press statement was read from Dr. Gallo’s 
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assistant, Dr. 
Blattner: “The 
ken mechanisms 
$8 through which 
em human 
immuno- 
deficiency virus brings about extensive 
destruction of immunological functions is 
unknown.” 
Duesberg goes as far as saying that “Being 
seropositive against a virus [a +ve HIV test] 


is traditionally to your advantage; that’s 
beneficial. When you have an antibody to a 
virus you are vaccinated.” 


His critics on the other hand state that “HIV 


is the single common factor that is shared 


between AIDS cases in gay men in San 
Francisco, well nourished young women in 
Uganda, haemophiliacs in Japan and 
children in Rumanian orphanages.” They 


report that “studies of gay men who did and 


did not use recreational [non-injecting] 
drugs have shown no correlation 
between recreational drug use and $ 
AIDS.” They claim a further refutation ! 
with “the much lower incidence of AIDS b 
in those cities where drug use occurs 
with minimal sharing of injection 
equipment.” 

The Terrence Higgins Trust is, however, 
the target of a fierce new protest by ‘Gays 
against Genocide’ (GAG) who want the Trust 
to sever its financial and political links with 
the pharmaceutical multinational Wellcome 
- makers of AZT. GAG point out that the 
Terrence Higgins Trust don't mention that 
Wellcome was reported to the Dept. of Health 
in 1992 for "false and misleading" claims 
surrounding AZT and was also condemned 
by the Committee on Safety of Medicines 
over four leaflets it co-produced with the 
Terrence Higgins Trust. They say the Trust 
has ignored critics of AZT and data which 
casts doubt on its efficacy. GAG believe 
people with HIV/AIDS have been betrayed 
by the organisation which gives an impression 
of producing impartial and uncensored 
information and advice. 


The Cures? 


Whilst the costly and, supporters admit, 
“severely” toxic drug AZT, developed at the 
National Cancer Institute headed by Dr. 
Gallo, has been rushed through tests (which 
gay group ACT-UP believe were riddled 
with irregularities ) and into production, other 
less toxic potential cures have been largely 
forgotten. One example is AL 721 made 
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from the active lipids of egg yolks in a ratio 
7:2:1. Tests in 1985 were positive and 
seconded by Gallo who “confirmed that AL 
721 was an effective non-toxic inhibitor of 
HIV with no side effects.” Now owned by a 
company called Ethigen, AL 721 was not 
released for use as the company claimed not 
to have the $50 million needed for F.D.A. 
testing. AIDS activists pointed out that it 
could have been quickly marketed as a food 
substance rather than a more lucrative drug. 
A number of people claim to have had 


| success in treating AIDS sufferers as syphilis 
=a patients. New York Doctor Stephen Caizza 


had noticed the “paucity of syphilis cases 


eae when all other venereal diseases were 
eum flourishing.” Dr. Caizza travelled to 


= pr eee Germany to study the results of two doctors 


there who had come to a similar conclusion. 
He says that “between 1982-86 I lost 
somewhere in excess of 200 patients which I 
believe averages out to approximately one a 
week.” When he began working from the 
AIDS-as-syphilis hypothesis in one year he 
lost only one patient out of 216 who 


Ro aaa were fully treated with the correct 
a * . . 


s$ When Dr. Caizza phoned his 


t aa 1 penicillin suppliers to fix a better- 


zad priced deal so that treatment could be 
k> more accessible he was told: “Listen, 
een m going to be perfectly honest with 
you. You’re dealing with a generic medicine 
here. We're in the process of developing 
some real legitimate AIDS medicines. Why 
should we give you $150,000 in order to 


on, which are going to be incredibly 
profitable, aren’t necessary?” 

Joan McKenna, who was one of the first to 
make the AIDS-syphilis, link phoned the 
Center for Disease Control to report her 
findings only to be told: “Well, this isn’t 
new”. The Center had been getting calls for 
two years from doctors treating AIDS patients 
who appear to have secondary syphilis which 
was responding negatively to tests. When 
she asked what they were doing about it she 
was told “Nothing”. And what they were 
going to do? Again, “Nothing”. 

Dr. Caizza concluded that “There’s no 
money in what I’m doing. There’s no money 
for the doctor, there’s no money for the 
pharmaceutical house, there’s no money for 
the researcher, there’s no money for the 
scientist. The only person who profits is the 
patient.” 

Of only three patents awarded for AIDS 
treatments one is for a typhoid vaccine 
developed by medical technician Salvatore 
Catapano which he found worked well 
alongside penicillin against AIDS. Doctors 
across America pay him royalties to use his 
regimen. Catapano considers the drug AZT, 
originally developed for cancer but found to 
be a ‘dud’, to be a death sentence if given to 
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industry did exactly 1f the dust were 
what the AIDS to settle over the 


industry is doing. It many accusations 


already severely 


stomped out any 204 onile: 

fi accusations we 
dissent from the Sola e hatih: 
orthodox view, current situation is 


refused to fund of a spectrum of 
research into alter- opinion with 


native treatments @ Duesberg at one 
5 end seeing HIV 


as unnecessary and a few virologists at the 
other still convinced that it is the sole cause 
of AIDS; most experts are in the ‘grey area’ 
in the middle arguing about what balance of 
HIV and co-factors might be necessary, or 
_ sufficient, to cause AIDS. 
' Given such disarray it seems profoundly 
wrong thatas yetonly one toxic and expensive 
drug is officially-sanctioned for use, as the 
U.S. Presidential candidates themselves 
| pointed out last year in the first of their pre- 
election televised debates. Any successes 
with other methods unfortunately remains 
‘anecdotal’ for as long as the medical 
establishment refuses them comprehensive 
testing and support. 

This seems rather like a replay of the 
situation with cancer. Though the U. S. 
Congress recently published a report into 
“Unconventional Cancer Treatments” in 
' response to the upsurge of public interest, 
_ this was only done after decades during 
which the three profitable orthodox 
treatments had failed to make much headway 
at all against cancer. Celia Farber wrote of 
her fears in the US magazine Spin: "Fuelled 
by billions and accountable to no one, the 
cancer industry did exactly what the AIDS 
industry is doing. It stomped out any dissent 
from the orthodox view, refused to fund 
research into alternative treatments." 

Once again it looks as if thousands of 
people may be denied potentially beneficial 
and harmless treatments by a medical 
establishment similarly eager to close ranks; 
this time around AZT. The prominent AIDS 
researcher Dr. Joseph Sonnabend has spoken 
of his despair at the situation regarding AZT: 
"It is beyond belief. I don't know what to do. 
I'm ashamed of my colleagues. I'm 
embarassed. This is such shoddy science, it's 
hardto believe nobody's protesting. Damned 
cowards! The name of the game is to protect 
your grants. Don't open your mouth. It's all 
about money. It's grounds for just following 
the party line and not being critical when 
there are obvious financial and political 
forces that are driving this." 


Gays against Genoode - Tel. 081 672 2183. They have copies of "An Urgent 
Appeal for Acton AOS, HIV and Human hight" which was presented 
to the U.N. in February 1993. it urges an AZT ban and an end to the promotion 
of the “unfounded hypothesis that HIV is the direct cause of AIDS." 

This article is based on “Black Magic/Black Science” to be published b 
Loe Lenska who has also authored “Cancer is now Curable - B17 Ftatherapy” 
Available from: Hippocrates Advocates, Ste. 12, Enterprise Centre, Cranbourne 
Road, Potters Bar, Herts., EN6 3DQ. Selected sources: How do we know that 
HIV is the cause? Edward King/ National AIDS Manual, Newsletter Editor, Unit 
52, The Eurolink Centre, 49 Efira Road, London SW? IBZ (Tel. 071 737 2004) 

Unconventional viewpoints: Alternative AIDS Cures by G) Krupey. 
Steamshovel Press No. 5 Summer 1992; "AIDS: Can We Be Positive?” Toth 
April 1992, The Sunday Times, Rethinking AIDE 2040 Polk Street, Suite 321, 
San Francisco, CA 94109 


Ecofeminism (cont. from p. 37) 


wealth of the other. 

In terms of male-female relations this 
means, not simply allowing women more 
access to public culture, but converting males 
to an equal share in the tasks of child-nurture 
and household maintenance. A revolution in 
female roles into the male work world, 
without a corresponding revolution in male 
roles, leaves the basic pattern of patriarchal 
exploitation of women untouched. Women 
are simply overworked in a new way, 
expected to do both a male work day, at low 
pay, and also the unpaid work of women that 
sustains family life. 

There must be a conversion of men to 
the work of women, along with the conversion 
of male consciousness to the earth. Such 
conversions will reshape the symbolic vision 
of salvation. Instead ofsalvation sought either 
in the disembodied soul or the immortalized 
body, in a flight to heaven or to the end of 
history, salvation should be seen as continual 
conversion to the center, to the concrete 
basis by which we sustain our relation to 
nature, and to one another. In every day and 
every new generation we need to remake our 
relation with each other, finding anew the 
true nexus of relationality that sustains, rather 
than exploits and destroys, life. 

Finally ecofeministculture mustreshape 
our basic sense of self in relation to the life 
cycle. The sustaining of an organic 
community of plant and animal life is a 
continual cycle of growth and disintegration. 
The western flight from mortality is a flight 
from the disintegration side of the life cycle, 
from accepting ourselves as part of that 
process. By pretending that we can 
immortalize ourselves, souls and bodies, we 
are immortalizing our garbage and polluting 
the earth. In order to learn to recycle our 


garbage as fertilizer for new life, as matter 
for new artifacts, we need to accept our 
selfhood as participating in the same process. 
Humans also are finite organisms, centers of 
experience in a life cycle that must 
disintegrate back into the nexus of life and 
arise again in new forms. 

These conversions from alienated, 
hierarchical dualism to life-sustaining 
mutuality will radically change the patterns 
of patriarchal culture. Basic concepts, such 
as God, soul/body and salvation, will be 
reconceived in ways that may bring us much 
closer to the ethical values of love, justice 
and care for the earth. These values have 
been proclaimed by patriarchal religion, yet 
contradicted by patriarchal symbolic and 
social patterns of relationship. 

But these tentative explorations of 
symbolic changes must be matched by anew 
social practice which can incarnate these 
conversions in new social and technological 
ways of organizing human life in relation to 
one other and to nature. This will require a 
new sense of urgency about the untenability 
of present patterns of life and compassionate 
solidarity with those who are its victims. 


Rosemary Radford Ruether is a writer and active 
campaigner for women's spirituality. She authored the first 
ecofeminist book, New Woman/ New Earth: Sexist Ideologies 
and Human Liberation in 1975. Her most recent book is Gaia 
and God: An Ecofeminist Theology of Earth Healing. (Send 
stamped SAE. if you would like notes and excised mid- 
section.) 

The Women's Environmental Network runs a number 
of green campaigns and also organises occasional talks by 
prominent ecofeminists: WEN, Aberdeen Studios, 22 Highbury 
Grove, London, NS 2EA (Tel. 071 354 8823). 
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resurgence 


Over twenty five years ago... 


Resurgence magazine was started to promote the philosophy of small is beautiful and care for 
planet Earth. E.F. Schumacher was one of the most frequent contributors to this magazine. 
Resurgence represents many different undercurrents. It offers hope for a better future, it 
offers realism, wisdom, optimism, and it offers positive challenges to convention. 
Resurgence stands for quality in a world of quantity. 


Regular contributors include: James Lovelock, Jonathon Porritt, Frijtof Capra, Kathleen 
Raine, HRH The Prince of Wales, Vandana Shiva, Sara Parkin, Rupert Sheldrake and Bill 
Ee ~, 
Mollison. 
Resurgence’ is the artistic and spiritual flagship of the eco-movement" 
-THE GUARDIAN 
"The notable achievement of ‘Resurgence’ has been its constant attempt to see that state of 
chronic global disorder and to diagnose its complex causes" 


-THE INDEPENDENT 


RESURGENCE: One year subscription (6 issues) £14.00 including p&p. 
Orders to: Resurgence subscriptions, Salem Cottage, Trelill, Bodmin, Cornwall PL30 


3HZ. Tel: (0208) 851304 
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The Boomerang Returns 


The Debt Boomerang: How 
Third World Debt Harms 
Us All 


Susan George 
Pluto Press/Transnational Institute, 1992 
£7.95 Reviewed by Aleks M. 


Third World debt far from being a distant 
problem is closer to home than most people 


Poverty and unemployment resulting from 
I.M.F. structural adjustment policies 


would think. In her latest book - a sequel to 
"A Fate Worse Than Debt" - Susan George 
shows how the rebound effect of Third World 
debt has little known, but marked impacts 
upon the developed countries of the North. 
George examines six such boomerangs: - 
environmental destruction, drugs, cost to 
taxpayers in the North, lost jobs and markets, 
immigration pressures, and conflict and war. 

From the beginning of the debt crisis in 
1982 through to 1990, debtor countries paid 
back an average US$6,500,000,000 each 
month in interest payments alone to private 
banks, state creditors, and international public 
institutions. In theory this could have 
provided every person in North America and 
Europe with over £500 during this nine year 
period. However, during this period, Northern 
taxpayers actually paid, and still continue to 
pay, enormous disguised subsidies to 
commercial banks which amount to 
approximately US$73 billion since 1987. 
Throughout this period the debtors of the 
Third World have hardly received any debt 
relief. In 1991, they were collectively 61% 
more in debt than in 1982. Between 1982 
and 1990 at the height of the debt crisis, 
Third World debtors were providing the 
private banks and public agencies of the 
North with the equivalent of 6 U.S. Marshall 
Plans in financial assistance. These debt 
service payments, with very high interest 
rates, helped fuel several years of record 
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earnings for the international banks in the 
early 1980s . 

Debt remains a major factor in the Third 
World's ecological crisis. George shows how 
deforestation in the tropical Developing 
World strongly correlates with debt. For 
instance Brazil has the highest debt in the 
World (US$1 12.5 billion 1989) and alsoranks 


top in the list of major deforesters in the . 


1980s. Sixteen of the remaining major debtors 
in the Third World are all major deforesters. 
Pressures to cash-in natural resources have 
meant a substantial 
increase in exploit- 
ation. Brazilincreased 
its de-forestation by 
245% from the 1970s 
to 1989. Brazil is also 
a recipient of a high- 
conditionality loan 
from the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF). 
George points to a 
strong relationship 
between the recipients 
of IMF loans and 
deforester/debtor 
countries. The cond- 
itionality of these loans 
means that exports 
need to be increased 
from such countries to gain hard cash, as part 
of structural adjustment ("austerity") 
programmes. Natural resources such as 
forests are not exempt from such 
requirements. 

Debt heightens global instability and 
conflict. It drains countries of their material 
and spiritual resources - it is the "oxygen of 
the fire of war". Twelve of the 25 Third 
World countries with the largest debts were 
at war in 1990 or early 1991. Twelve of the 
top 27 countries of the Third World with the 


highest debt service ratio (ratio of interest 


‘Susan George and the Debt Boomerang’ 
Interview extract from Bankcheck No. 3. 


payments to 
export earnings) 
were involved in 
war in 1990 or 1991. High military spending 
during preparations for war also increases 
the debt burden such as in India and Turkey. 
Debt leading to waris aless clearly established 
connection. The Gulf War is a good example 
of a strong connection. The reasons for Iraq's 
invasion of Kuwait were not confined to debt 
but debt was one motive. After one month of 
bombing by the allies, Saddam Hussein 
considered withdrawal from Kuwait on 
condition that all debts Iraq owed to other 
countries would be forgiven. During the Gulf 
War Egypt was rewarded for supporting the 
U.S. policy against Iraq by three-rounds of 
debt-forgiveness. Egypt earned between 
US$20 billion and US$25 billion mostly in 
written-off debt. Jordan on the other hand 
was warned that it would not receive any 
economic aid if it sided with Iraq. Thus an 
example of U.S. influence within the IMF 
and World Bank - carrot and stick approaches 
applied. 

George also examines the flooding of 
cocaine into Northern markets, and the social 
problems this creates. Drug production and 
trade have been fuelled by debt. Indebted 
Latin America depends on drug dollars for 
survival and IMF programmes do not helpby 
displacing thousands of people who cannot 
survive in the legal economy. Lost jobs and 
markets in Northern industries have occurred 
as the result of debt-linked recession during 
which debtor countries are less able to import 
Northern products. The economic 
consequences of austerity programmes in 
Third World countries have also led to 
increasing legal or illegal immigration. 

"The Debt Boomerang" challenges the 
strategies of official debt managers and 
stresses the need to promote ethical and 
humanitarian development beneficial to all 


Interviewer: “You’re not 
optimistic ?”’ 

S.G. “I don’t know what 
agency, what vehicle is 
going to protect people, 
and I see increasing 
destruction of local 
communities. The market 
model is penetrating 
everywhere. The struggle 
over the past two centuries 
for democracy, and 
workers’ rights, and native 
people’s rights has got to 
be ratcheted up anotch so 
that it takes place at the 
international level as well 
- a level that, so far, 
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citizens have found no 
real way to influence. We 
have to invent those ways. 
We’re faced witha totally 
non-responsive, non- 
democratic, and opaque 
structure. We’re really in 
a pre-1789 position 
[prior to the French 
Revolution], we just don’t 
know it. 

The only hope is, I 
Suppose, a rather 
negative one, which is 
that the World Bank and 
the International 
Monetary Fund (and 
everything behind them) 


have absolutely no plans 
for about two-thirds of 
humanity. Their model 
has no room for these 
people, some of whom 
live in the North as well 
as the South. They 
basically wish that those 
people would simply 
disappear. So, with no 
plans for two-thirds of 
humanity, maybe there 
is a space there. Maybe 
these two-thirds can get 
themselves organised 
and fight. That is where I 
have always placed my 
hope. In the people." 


Y 


members of society. Enlightened self-interest 
also demands a change in debt management 
since Third World debt is a crisis of both 
North and South - the minority of elites 
benefiting in both but the majority paying. 
This excellent book examines six 
consequences of the debt crisis and stresses 
that through a series of feedbacks, debt and 
its many consequences are mutually 
i reinforcing. An end to the debt crisis is the 
only way forward to ending the human misery 
and ecological devastation which have 
increased North-South tensions. If it is not 
solved, the "Debt Boomerang" will continue 
to hit the North with even greater force as it 
returns from the South. 


el 
| SMEAR! Wilson & the 
: Secret State 
Stephen Dorril and Robin 
Ramsay 
London: Fourth Estate, 1991 
Reviewed by Dave Stamp 


According to the standard 
contemporary history and political 
science texts, British politics is a pretty 
straightforward business. We have an 
executive, the Cabinet, which is 
accountable to Parliament which, 
ultimately, is accountable to the 
electorate. The standard texts may give 
us some insight into, for example, the 
devices by which the executive manages 
to sidestep this system of ‘democratic’ 
checks and balances to become, as the 
phrase has it, ‘an elected dictatorship’ 
yet, as the authors of this book point 
out, most accounts of contemporary 
British politics manage, quite 
remarkably, to encompass everything 
other than the question of who actually 
runs much of the country - the security 
services. 

Ramsay and Dorril are the producers 
of ‘Lobster’, a journal which has, for 
years now, been committed to taking 
the lid off the ‘secret state’ and 
attempting to uncover the networks 
which control British parliamentary 
democracy. A particular concern of theirs 
- arguably to the point of obsession - 
has been the evidence that 
democratically elected governments, 
most notably those of Harold Wilson, 
appear to have been subverted by their 
supposed servants within the intelligence 
communities. Indeed, thanks to Lobster, 
Colin Wallace’s evidence of secret state 
machinations against Wilson and his 
ministers was in the public domain well 
before the Peter Wright affair became 
front page news. 

As one might expect, therefore, 
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‘Smear’ is aremarkable and vital work. 
In fact it is arguably the definitive 
account of the post-war period in British 
politics. As some critics have been keen 
to point out, much of what the authors 
have to say is not new. The idea of a 
destabilising campaign against Wilson’s 
premiership, originating from MIS5’s 
suspicions of Wilson’s involvement with 
the U.S.S.R. during his time at the Board 
of Trade, had been explored in, for 
example, David Leigh’s The Wilson Plot 
(1988). But the value of Dorril and 
Ramsay’s work comes not just from the 


The extraordinary hatred that 
Wilson provoked on the British 
right was not irrational: Wilson 
was a serious threat; he knew 
who the ‘enemy within' actually 
was. And they knew that he knew; 
'they' - the banker in the City 
with the elder brother in MI6 and 
a cousin inthe army - 'they' knew 
that Wilson, virtually alone among 
Labour leaders of his generation, 
had pulled aside the wisps of 
mystification which hid the British 
Establishment and had seen the 
power of finance capital at its 
heart. Faced with the first 
Thatcher administration, Wilson 
would have had no difficulty 
identifying it as a front for the 
City of London, its policies what 
used to be called ‘a bankers' 
ramp’, inthe more robust Labour 
discourse of days gone by. 


material itself, but from their analysis 
and interpretation of it. So, for example, 
while Leigh chose to ignore the ‘coup’ 
attempt of 1968 run by Cecil King, then 
owner of the Mirror group of newspapers, 
Dorril and Ramsay put it into the context 
of King’s contacts with a City of London 
panicked by Wilson’s ‘corporatist’ 
economic policies; an already hostile 
group of intelligence officers; and the 
sterling crisis of 1968 which, it appears, 
was engineered by individuals within 
the Bank of England. Already, the 
existence of a ‘network’ between the 
press, the ‘secret state’ and the City can 
be glimpsed. 

However, where the book really takes 
off is with its account of Wilson’s final 
period of government (1974-76), for it 
is in this period that Establishment 
paranoia appears to have run wild, 
following the perceived defeat of a 
Conservative government by unified 
working class action. However fantastic 
it may now seem, elite opinion at the 
time was that the U.K. was heading 
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towards state socialism. As one of 
Heath’s Cabinet members has testified: 
“I said to my wife and children that we 
should have a nice time, because I deeply 
believed that it was the last Christmas 
of its kind we would enjoy.” 

Dorril and Ramsay describe a very 
British ‘strategy of tension’ which 
evolved during this period, in which 
former intelligence agents such as 
George Kennedy Young, abetted by 
friends of the Secret State within the 
media, such as Chapman Pincher, 
announced the timely arrival of such 
‘patriotic’ groups as UNISON who are 
proclaimed to be the secret vigilantes 
who will protect the nation from the 
imminent communist takeover. 

Simultaneously, the intelligence 
services are revealed to be entirely free 
of any notion of democratic control, 
wilfully disregarding the instructions 
of the government and operating to 
further a private agenda, as in the 
example of the Ulster Workers' Council 
strike of May 1974, when the security 
services worked with militant loyalist 
groups to ensure the collapse of the 
power-sharing initiative. 

What was essentially happening, as 
Colin Wallace has said, is that the 
security services were actively 
campaigning against the government, 
by whom they were ostensibly employed, 
attempting to smear Ministers as dupes 
of the K.G.B., as fellow-travelling 
Communists, or as common or garden 
sexual deviants. And, crucially, the 
agenda to which the intelligence agencies 
were working was “nothing less than 
the realignment of British domestic 
politics along hard right lines”. Hence, 
Wilson, Heath and Thorpe, the political 
leaders of the day, all found themselves 
on the receiving end of ‘dirty tricks’ 
campaigns. Heath, of course, was 
replaced by Thatcher whose first 
administration, by some quirk of fate, 
worked to an agenda not unlike that of 
the National Association for Freedom. 
This was a pressure group led by Ross 
McWhirter who, even more curiously, 
was also one of the prime movers in the 
aforementioned UNISON ‘vigilante’ 


There are, of course, those, even on 
the left, who would dismiss the position 
outlined above as ‘paranoid’ (see, for 
example, ANALYSIS, Summer 1992). 
They would argue that there is no reason 
to assume that the various groups which 
constitute and support this country’s 
ruling class liase to further a given 
political project. Such a viewpoint would 
dismiss as ‘flimsy reasoning’ the 
argument that, since Thatcher’s agenda 
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and the City, the latter two groups would 
have had cause to campaign, using any 
means at their disposal, for a government 
of a Thatcherite stamp. This appears a 
little naive for, as Dorril and Ramsay 
have suggested elsewhere, the security 
services collect their information on 
‘subversives’ for three potential 
‘customers’; the state itself, big business, 
and the Conservative Party. As John le 
Carre, himself a former Intelligence 
agent, has said, in the event of a Labour 
government, “the secret services would 
be cuddling up with the Conservative 
Party in exile day and night”. 

This situation is such an obvious 
political reality that it hardly seems 
‘paranoid’ to suggest that, in a state of 
affairs where the employers are fearful 
of Labour’s ‘corporatist’ designs and 
yet have no faith in a Conservative 
leadership which has already, famously 
U-turned on industrial and economic 
reform, the ‘bosses’ will work with 
concerned individuals within the Tory 
party, within the Press and within the 
Security Services in an attempt to ‘turn 
the ratchet’ back in their favour. No 
great ‘conspiracy theory’ is required to 
make this credible. 

Yet this has all too rarely been explored 
in the standard texts, which gives this 
book much of its strength. It blows away 
much of the nonsense surrounding the 
myth of British politics revealing 
something of the true nature of power 
within a Western liberal democracy. If 
there is any justice it will become 
required reading on all contemporary 
British history and politics courses. In 
fact just the other day I checked to see 
if it is listed on my local university 
library’s computer. It isn’t. But you 
should read it anyway. 


Vivisection or Science - 
A Choice to make 


Pietro Croce 
Rome: CIVIS Publications, 1991 
Reviewed by Patrick Rattigan 


With latest figures showing a 25% 
increase in cancer registrations in the 
last ten years and the number of new 
“mystery, genetic” diseases now at 
20,000 and rising, Professor Croce’s 
book on the underlying cause of the 
problem, vivisection, is a very welcome 
newcomer. 

“Vivisection or Science: a choice 
to make” is a complete demolition, on 
scientific and medical grounds of the 
notion that animal experiments have 
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ever, or could ever, benefit human health 
and medicine. 

Prof. Croce, now 71, has an 
academic pedigree which puts him well 
out of range of any sniping from the 
vivisection industry and his monumental 
work is unusual in that he says that he 
opposes vivisection on medical and 
scientific grounds alone, as opposed to 
the moral or moral/scientific stance of 
other writers. However, there are enough 
references to the ethical and 
compassionate aspects of the laboratory 
atrocities to indicate that the professor 


There are endless 
possibilities for producing 
‘irrefutable’ evidence in 
support of any theory, 
through the use of various 
animal species - all one has 


vulsions. 


would be enough to put a 
whole family 


Amyl nitrate dangerously 
raises the internal pressure 


toads, hedgehogs and, again, sheep. 
With sheep's ability to pass off as 
safe a whole range of human poisons, 
one wonders why the petrochemical/ 
pharmaceutical/vivisection mafia have 
not filled their labs with the wool 
machines: the cost perhaps. Quoting the 
surgeon Lawson Tait “The wounds of an 
animal behave so differently from those 
of man that the conclusions drawn from 
them by the vivisectors are completely 
valueless and have caused more damage 
than benefit.” Prof. Croce emphasises 
that the trainee surgeon can only learn 


pigs and rats which have 
been infected artificially 
with tuberculosis. 
Chloramphenicol often 
seriously damages the 


into con- 


bone 


to do is select the app- 
ropriate species. 

Do you want to ruin the 
citrus fruit growers? Then 
feed their lemons to cats, 
who will die from them. 

To convince 
consumers 
that botulin is 
harmless, just 
add a bit of 
this poison to 
some catfood; 
the cat will 
happily lick its 
lips. But the 
cat's trad- 
itional prey, 
the mouse, 
will die from it 
as if struck by ` 
lightning. 

Does your cat have the 
sniffles? Be sure not to give 
it any aspirin unless, of 
course, you want to kill it. 

One hundred milligrams of 
scopolamine leaves dogs 
and cats unaffected, but five 
milligrams are sufficient to 
kill a human being. 

Strychnine, as popular 
among murderers in 
detective stories as arsenic, 
has no effect at all on guinea- 
pigs, chickens or monkeys, 
even in a dosage which 


of the eyes of dogs, but it 
lowers the pressure within 
the human eye. 

The foxglove (digitalis) 
was formerly considered to 
be dangerous for the heart 
because, when tested on 


dogs, it raised their blood- 
pressure. For this reason, 
the use of the medicament, 
which is of undisputed value 
for the human heart, was 
delayed for many years. 

Novalgin is an anaes- 
thetic for humans, but in 
cats it causes excitement 
and salivation, symptoms 
similar to those occurring 
in animals suffering from 
rabies. 

Cycloserine is used for 
tuberculous patients but 
has no effect on guinea- 


~ a toxic 


blood-producing 
marrow of humans but not 
that of animals. 

Chlorpromazine 

damages the human liver 
but not the livers of 
laboratory animals. 
Methy! fluoracetate has 
effect on 
mammals, but a rat can 
tolerate a dosage forty 
times higher than the 
_ dose that kills a dog. And 
humans? Will we react 
like a rat? Or like a dog? 
Or like neither? 

In a nutshell, one needs 
only to find the 
appropriate animal 
species to obtain the 
desired answer: black or 
white, positive or 
negative. And that method 
reduces science to the level 
of akind of malleable dough, 
mouldable to whatever 
shape one chooses. It is 
indeed tragic that there are 
those who believe that they 
can manipulate and 
manufacture human health 
in this way. 


From - Campaign to End Fraudulent 
Medical Research leaflet - adapted 
from ‘Vivisection or Science’: CEMR, 
PO Box 302, London, N8 9HD 


knows immorality when he sees it. 
His thorough knowledge of species 
difference has given the genuine anti- 
vivisection movement irrefutable 
arguments against an industry which 
has more political and economic muscle 
than nuclear energy or the armaments 
business. Rabbits can eat Death Cap 
mushrooms; antimony fattens pigs and 
kills people; sheep can eat large amounts 
of arsenic; hemlock leaves goats, sheep, 
horses and mice unharmed; Prussic acid: 
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from other surgeons, working with 
human subjects. 

The idea that the vivisector is a 
reluctant animal tormentor due to his 
love of human beings is blown away 
with the list of human vivisection crimes: 
the vivisectors will burn, poison, 
decapitate anything that society and 
secrecy allows him to. Emphasising the 
fact that there are no alternatives to 
vivisection, the professor lists, and 
elaborates on, epidemiology, computers, 


a 


| 
| 


in vitro culture and so on. 

As a general reference against 
vivisection this book is in the same 
league as Ruesch’s “Slaughter of the 
Innocent”; as a scientific treatise it is in 
a league of its own. 


SS ee ern 
Green Politics: Left or 
Right? 
“Environmentalism and 
Political Theory - Towards 
an Ecocentric Approach” 


Robyn Eckersley 
London: U.C.L. Press, 1992 


Robyn Eckersley finds three broad 
phases in the development of ecological 
politics and these conveniently fit broadly 
into each of the last three decades. 

Firstly, the 1960s, the decade of the 
New Left’s calls for fuller participation, fairer 
distribution of wealth and opportunity, and 
the search for the “good life”. In the 1970s 
the focus shifted to the “doomsday” 
predictions of ecological collapse in such 
writings as “The Limits to Growth’; so- 
called ‘survivalists’ urged a conservative 
solution of increasingly authoritarian controls 
to prevent imminent ecological 
catastrophe.The third phase has taken 
elements of the first two and stresses that we 
are in the midst of a crisis of culture and of 
character but this is seen as a welcome 
opportunity for change and emancipation 
rather than a bitter disappointment. 

As she discusses the ecological 
shortcomings of various political theories 
Eckersley makes clear her own preferences 
for an attitude which puts human concerns 
alongside those of the non-human world 
rather than always above them. For her this 
anthropocentric/ecocentric (human-centered/ 
ecology-centered) cleavage is the central 
one, and only a thoroughly ecocentric political 
theory will provide a lasting solution to the 
ecological crisis. 

In common with other such thinkers 
she feels that wilderness preservation and a 
long-term reduction in human population 
are essential if diverse ecosystems and the 
present number of species are to be able to 
flourish alongside humans. We cannotsimply 
wait for the demographic transition to lower 
birth rates that comes with high living 
standards but must also bring about various 
“humane family planning measures” as soon 
as possible, she writes. 

Eckersley shows how the other streams 
of environmentalism - resource conservation, 
human welfare ecology, preservationism and 
animal liberation, fall short of a fully 
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ecocentric attitude - although many of the 
suggestions of these other approaches will 
clearly be vital building blocks for an 
ecosystem-centred approach. “Appropriate 
technology”, ‘soft’ energy paths, organic 
agriculture, alternative medicine, public 
transport and recycling are but a few 
necessary steps which have arisen from 
human-centered 
arguments. 
Eckersley also 
warns that seem- 
ingly ecocentric 
goals like wilder- 
ness preservation 
can subtly turn into 
veiled anthro- 
pocentric demands 
as “sublime settings 
for ‘peak ex- 
periences’” and 
“‘tonics’ for jaded 
western souls” for 
example. 

Much of the 
book is taken up in 
comparing the 
ecological merits of 
various green 
political theories; 
from orthodox eco-marxism and Critical 
Theory (Marcuse/Habermas) to ecosocialism 
and ‘eco-anarchism’, which includes 
Bookchin’s ‘social ecology’ and various 
types of eco-communalism amongst which 
are bioregionalism and Rudolf Bahro’s 
proposals for “Liberated Zones”. 

Although it is the ‘eco- 
anarchist visionaries’ who seem to 
come closest to an ecocentric 
attitude, Eckersley does not feel 
that their stress on popular 
struggles, exemplary action and 
local self-help is sufficient in itself. 
The urgency of the ecological crisis, 
the need for international action to 
curb ecological degradation and 
foster resource redistribution 
between the rich and poor nations 
convinces her, against the eco- 
anarchists, that the state is still 
needed. In this Eckersley is taking 
on board some of the ecosocialist 
arguments that basic standards of 
income, health, education and welfare would 
all be put in jeopardy with the disappearance 
of the state. Decentralisation and diversity 
may well increase disparities in income and 
resources between regions - parochialism 
may grow. 

There are plenty of arguments on both 
sides however and Eckersley is clear that we 
need not be forced to choose either 
centralisation or decentralisation, the state or 
society, Marxism or libertarianism. Even if 
we do accept an ‘enabling role’ for a 
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transformed democratic state in helping with 
“ecodiplomacy, interregional and 
international redistributive justice, and the 
protection of uniform human rights and 
freedoms via the rule of law” as ecosocialists 
argue, we still find that the “ecological and 
cultural renewal envisioned by eco- 
anarchists, such as cultivating a bioregional 
consciousness, 
social respons- 
ibility and spirit of 
civic participation 
provide the crucial 
lifeblood of a 
successful 
ecocentric polity”. 

The author 
very briefly 
mentions a 
fundamental, if 
overlooked, 
contrast between 
the eco-anarchists 
and their pess- 
imistic'survivalist' 
counterparts. Eco- 
anarchists, like 
marxists and 
liberals, belong to 
a tradition which 
tends to see humans as naturally cooperative 
and 'good' but corrupted and repressed by 
external factors (e.g. elitist institutions). 
‘Survivalists', on the other hand, belong to 
the conservative/freudian tradition in which 
we are inherently 'evil' and greedy - and need 
authoritarian institutions, coercion, patriarchy 
etc. to repress this inner 'evil' 
self and ensure 'civilised' 
behaviour. 

In the light of this 
Eckersley criticises the eco- 
anarchists for muddling our 
potential (i.e. better) nature 
withouressentialnature and 
prefers a more agnostic 
approach rather than simply 
choosing to blame either 
internal or external factors. 
She feels it is safer not to 
decide that people are either 
‘good 'or ‘bad’; green utopias 
which expect an ‘essential’ 
co-operative nature to 're- 
under the right external 
circumstances are unrealistic and lead to 
plans that cannot accomodate behaviour that 
defies such a model of human nature. 

Overall this is a very competent and 
committed discussion of green politics and 
philosophy though it is more suitable for a 
specialised than a general audience. To 
manage critical and even-handed discussion 
of everyone from Bookchin to Gorz, and 
from bioregionalism to ecofeminism is a feat 
in itself. It is a shame that the text is not 
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longer at the expense of the seventy-odd 
pages of notes and bibliography! 

Robyn Eckersley, who is a ‘deep 
ecologist’, has helped to move the green 
political debate on to a more sophisticated 
level with this book after years when too 
much of it amounted to little more than 
increasingly sterile posturing over Dave 
FPoreman’s misanthropic remarks, when he 
was the leading light of Earth First! (U.S.), 
which were wrongly taken as representing 
the thinking of deep ecology. 

It seems after all the argument that 
green political theory and ecocentrism are 
“more left than right” after all, and not 
"neither left nor right but ahead" as others 
have told us. The final line of the book is a 
call for all the different groupings to work 
together: “the ecocentric Green movement 
needs idealists and pragmatists, creativity 
and critical analysis, grassroots activity and 
institutional support if it is to achieve its 
long-term aims.” 


Spiritual Politics 
History and Spirit - An 
Inquiry into the 
Philosophy of Liberation 
Joel Kovel 
Boston: Beacon Press, 1991. 


Joel Kovel is an American 
psychoanalyst and a longstanding 
political radical. He wants to developa 
‘spiritual politics'; something which 
Gandhi tried to put into practice, as 
have others too including those 
influenced by South American 
‘Liberation Theology’. 

In Kovel's terms this task means 
ending all forms of domination whilst 
also moving beyond what he calls our 
Egoic mode of being. 

We must stop seeing the Ego as the 
summum bonum of existence, he says, 
and see it, instead, as a very partial 
mode of being with dangerous 
psychological propensities which 
emphasize domination, control, 
intellectualisation, a sharp distinction 
between itself and the world, and drives 
towards self-aggrandisement. Capital- 
ism is the one social system specifically 
organised around the Egoic mode of 
being and so, for Kovel, capitalism 
remains spirit's greatest antagonist. 

Constructing a modern spiritual 
politics is not going to be easy; following 
the traditional spiritualities of non- 
attachment, like Buddhism or Taoism, 
which usually stressed withdrawal, can 
these days be tantamount to abandoning 
the Earth to destruction and injustice. It 
is common in America, for instance, for 
people to turn to various "New Age" 
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religions when they realise how bogus 
and spiritually-dead mainstream culture 
has become. Such spiritualities are 
usually so self-preoccupied as to leave 
capitalism and patriarchy untouched, 
Kovel warns. Ideological indoctrination 
is so strong that the reality of the U.S. 
role in the global plunder that pauperises 
the world remains hidden. Deep ecology 
likewise tends towards a shallow grasp 
of social structures and political and 
economic reality. Kovel quotes from 
their best known book, "Deep Ecology - 
Living as if Nature Mattered", on the 
proposed principles for resource 
conservation: "Our first principle is to 
encourage agencies, legislators, 
property owners and managers to 
consider flowing with nature rather than 
forcing natural processes." "As the 
saying goes", Kovel adds, "'don't hold 
your breath'." 

Though he contributed to John 
Clark's anthology of social ecology 
writings in honour of Murray Bookchin, 
Kovel finds its appeal weakened by the 
lack of a spiritual orientation. "We await 
a true synthesis of these perspectives, 
though eco-feminism is clearly moving 
in this direction" he suggests; it is truly 
spiritual as it "transforms the self, gives 
justice to the Earth, changes the 
relationship of self to nature, of men to 
women, of women to themselves, and of 
everyone to possessions (since no serious 
ecological politics can avoid a critique 
of both production and consumption). " 

Unsurprisingly Kovel's dense 
discussion doesn’t always yield clear 
answers. We are told for example that 
"all collective struggle of oppressed 
groups is spiritually authentic practice" 
but also that "any social revolution is 
profoundly ambivalent from a spiritual 
perspective"; war, too, brings out the 
worst in people, in fact "any struggle to 
gain or hold power is disruptive to spirit, 
precisely because it is in the service of 
Egoic desire, and rewards cunning or 
violence". 

Elsewhere Kovel seems quite sure 


simply that "Spirituality is the practice 
of spirit - the conscious goal-directed 
activity which brings spirit and soul 
into being." With influences as diverse 
as Malcolm X and Meister Eckhart, the 
Christian mystic, any synthesis will be 
difficult. In a similar vein we are told 
that we may generalise that when 
spirituality is fixed on discipleship and 
the relation to a master or seer "it betrays 
the marks of Ego and not of soul". In 
the next sentence though we are told 
that we can't generalise as there is 
"obviously" a fine line between "the 
rational authority of aleader somewhat 
further along the path of spirit; who 
can therefore teach or guide soul, and 
the one who sets him- or herself up as 
a god over the spiritually faithful. " 
A more general problem with the 
book is its focus on spirituality as 
something which is waning in the face 
of technocracy and rationalisation. 
Arguably what may be happening is 
merely that magical and mythic belief 
systems are quite rightly being de- 
legitimised by rationality, not that 
authentic trans-rational spirituality is 
being destroyed - on the contrary it 
may be being made more likely. 
Surprisingly, Kovel repeats 
Freud's beliefs, usually seen as anti- 
spiritual, that the satiation of an infant 
at the breast is a spiritual experience, 
that our helplessness in the face of the 
universe or society evokes yearnings 
for parental protection, that ‘God the 
Father’ is also the father and that 
infantility persists within spirituality. 
In the end we are left in the dark about 
whether authentic spirituality is beyond 
rationality, beyond the Egoic mode and 
beyond ancient magic and myth or else 
merely a reflection of “infantile and 
childish associations, parental 
fixations, wish fulfillments, dependancy 
yearnings and symbiotic grat- 
ifications." At times it sounds as if 
authentic religion is truly only 
something which is forever lost in the 
pre-history of ‘original’ - primitive and 


| “History and Spirit” is the 
| ‘theoretical prolegomena’ 
of amultivolume work. The 
publisher did not draw 
attention to this fact after 
later volumes were 
delayed; they will deal in 
more detail with “ecology, 
gender politics, Marxism, 
various psychological 


paths, etc.” 


state-free - peoples. 

Kovel also quite sensibly worries 
: that fascism maybe the logical outgrowth 
| of deep spirituality in the modern age. 
As his theory doesn't dismiss such 
episodes as a partial regression of society 
to pre-rational myth and magic (i.e. as 
inauthenti¢), he leaves that door open 
theoretically, even if he would never 
countenance it politically. The risks of 
such an approach are well shown by the 
flirtations of both Jung and Heidegger 
with the Nazis. Kovel rightly suggests 
that there must be a way to critically tell 
the 'good' from the 'bad' and to reject 
some forms of inauthentic spirituality 
and "“pseudo-spiritualities where 
individuality is lost through merging 
with the all-powerful group or mass 
(from cult, to Volk, to totalised Party, 
to "my country right or wrong")." As he 
gives little guidance on this important 
point [see box] interested readers may 
find it worth looking at "Spiritual 
Choices - The Problem of Recognising 
Authentic Paths to Inner Transform- 
ation" (Paragon House, 1987) by 
Anthony, Ecker and Wilber which 
discusses everything from Charles 
Manson and Jonestown to Zen and est. 
To understand the group dynamics of 
Kuresh's cult in Waco, Texas, look here. 

In fact this brings us to a major 
flaw of the book: having said that 
spirituality is goal-centered activity for 
achieving spirit, Kovel is not at all clear 
about what this activity might in fact 
be. He does not even stress that the 
point of any book on spirituality is to 
urge people to practice spirituality 
somehow; not just to discuss it as an 
abstract idea. Like too many people who 
discuss ‘new paradigms’, quantum 
physics and all the rest, Kovel does not 
make it sufficiently clear that this 
thinking does not lead automatically to 
transformation of the Egoic mode, a 
task which must surely take years of 
meditative or contemplative experience 
of some sort. Alan Watts described this 
as the mistake of eating the menu instead 
of the meal itself. 

Kovel then is right to urge a meeting 
of politics and spirituality but with his 
book being quite a difficult read and his 
knowledge and experience of spirituality 
seemingly so overwhelmed by his 
knowledge of, and emphasis on, various 
political theorists and revolutionaries, 
this book is not a good or easy intro- 
duction to either area. Books like”The 
Social Face of Buddhism - An Approach 
to Social and Political Action" (Wisdom 
Pbns., 1989) by Ken Jones, a Zen 
Buddhist and Welsh Green Party activist, 
offer a different balance whilst keeping 
a similarly radical perspective. 
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Disowning the New 
Age? 

Grace and Grit - Spirituality 
and Healing in the Life and 
Death of Treya Killam 
Wilber 


By Ken Wilber 
London: Shambhala, 1991. Hbk. £14.99 


Ken Wilber's pioneering and wide- 
ranging work as a psychologist involves the 
study of consciousness; this includes an 
attempt to understand so-called mystical 
states of consciousness through a synthesis 
of conventional Western psychological 
understanding coupled with the different, 
yet complementary, insights from the East. 
Daniel Goleman, writing in the New York 
Times, called it "the most important and 
sophisticated synthesis of psychologies East 
and West to emerge yet." This would appear 
to put Wilber firmly in the middle of the 
"New Age’ camp. However, this is not the 
case; he turns out in fact to be one of its 
sternest critics. 

This latest book by Wilber, his first to be 
partly autobiographical, discusses many of 
his ideas in the context of the tragic illness 
and early death of his wife, Treya, from 
cancer. It begins by describing how his 
waning enthusiasm for the narrow world of 
science as a graduate student in biochemistry 
led him to a devouring interest in religion, 
psychology and philosophy. It continues, 
interweaving his mystical/philosophical 
interests with the story of his romance and 
marriage to Treya - from ‘love at first touch’ 


Can we redeem the New Age? 

. cultural historian William Irwin Thompson 
describes his response to the New Age movement in 
his 1989 book Imaginary Landscape: Making Worlds 
of Myth and Science: "So as the New Age began to 
define the new as paleolithic shamanism, neolithic 
feminism, pharaonic architecture, and medieval Islamic 


geometry, I moved away." 


Transpersonal psychologist Ken Wilber is harsher. 
He told Yoga Jornal (July/August 1988): "I don't know 
a single good theorist who would refer to him/herself 
as 'new age’ in any sense. In fact, as far as I'm aware, 
most good theorists - philosophers, psychologists, and 
so on - hate being called 'new age’ or being in any way 
associated with so-called new age trends, because of 
the flakiness of so many things called new age.... And 
when you subtract them from the scene, all you're left 
with are the flaky, unauthentic, narcissistic aspects." 

Yes, there is narcissism, there is depersonalisation 
rather than transpersonalisation; there is ripoff and 
even, in some areas, sinister machinations in the New 
Age movement. But something else is going on, in my 
judgement something sacred. Don't define the New 


Age by the worst, but by the best." 


From The Meeting of Science and Spirit (Paragon House, 1990) by John White. 
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to their gruelling struggle against her breast 
cancer, diagnosed only a week after the 
ceremony. 

So Grace and Grit isn’t light reading: 
gradually spreading cancer and interspersed 
illuminating explanations of what Aldous 
Huxley earlier popularised as the "Perennial 
Philosophy" - the ‘transcendent unity’ lying 
at the core of all religions. There are lighter 
moments too, such as when they bump into 
Fritjof Capra on the steps of a German clinic 
with his mother who proceeded to read Treya's 
palm. Wilber's experience in a Bonn 
‘nightclub’ which turned out to be a brothel is 
an amusing reminder of the perils of not 
speaking foreign languages. 

An unexpected novelty is Wilber's proof 
that this ancient "Perennial Philosophy” is 
more Politically Correct than evenP.C. itself. 
Why? Because this wisdom arose during the 
matriarchy, in illiterate peoples and first 
flourished in 2nd and 3rd World countries. 
P.C.'s stance of radical pluralism, on the 
other hand, is itself a Eurocentric, logocentric, 
notion and when nothing may be said to be 
‘better’ than anything else there can be no 
impetus to go beyond the present state of 
affairs - making P.C. absolutely reactionary! 
The book's overall account of the way of life 
of what we might call "Californian mystics" 
is initself very interesting, an insight perhaps 
into the culture emerging amongst this 
fortunate few. 

This may sound like "New Age" clap- 
trap to some - but Wilber can’t be dismissed 
so simply. He rejects 80% of the "New Age" 
as simply an infantile, magical, narcissistic 
and regressive worldview which came to 
prominence in the 'Me-decade'. As he says: 
"Some of the “flaky'” trends, I'm afraid, are 
not beyond logic but beneath it." New Agers, 
he believes, are often well-meaning but may 
be dangerous people, and will tell you that 
poverty is your own doing, 
oppression brought on 
yourself etc. They 
completely forget the real 
areas that Wilber thinks 
vital - physical, environ- 
mental, legal, moral and 
socio-economic for 
instance. The authentically 
transpersonal 20% of the 
"New Age" (transcendent 
and genuinely mystical) 
doesn't even like to call 
itself "New Age" - it's not 
new, it's perennial, he 
believes. 

Likewise during the 
Berkeley riots protesting 
against the immorality of 
the Vietnam war studies 
found that only 20% of 
students were thinking from 
universal principles of right 
and wrong, from 'post- 
conventional’ moral 
thinking. The rest, 80%, 
were preconventional/ 
preconformist; their 
motivations simply selfish: 
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Ken Wilber is a leading theorist 
in transpersonal psychology and is 
the author of numerous books 
including "Up from Eden - A 


Transpersonal View of Human 
Evolution"; his next book is 
tentatively titled "Sex, Ecology and 
Spirituality" and will include a 
critique of deep ecology - 'the new 
pagans’. 


` notconcem for the Vietnamese, say, but just 
dislike of being told what to do. And of 
course there were few protesters at all at the 
conventional/conformist level of "my country 
right or wrong” as those people would see no 
reason to protest in the first place. I came 
across an article on the same subject in an 
undergraduate social psychology textbook 
which concluded, provocatively, that the 
"highly moral radicals ... valued sensitivity, 
empathy and altruism far more than did the 
premoral subjects, who pride themselves on 
being aloof, reserved, stubborn and 
uncompromising." . 

Simplistic but popular "New Age" 
conclusions about quantum physics as 
equivalent to mysticism made by Gary Zukav 
and at times Fritjof Capra, amongst others, 
are given short shrift by Wilber too -"a 
colossal error" and "fashionable stupidity”- 
as he has also tried to show in previous books 
like "Eye to Eye - The Quest for the New 
Paradigm". 

Allin all Ken Wilber and his wife Treya 
bare their souls in this book during their long, 
critical investigation and practice of both 
orthodox and alternative cancer treatments. 
Treya had grade four tumours: “the Nazis of 
the cancer crowd’, as Wilber puts it, “and 
they are not terribly impressed with wheat 
grass juice and sweet thoughts. You have to 
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nuke these bastards if you’re going to have 
any chance at all - and that’s where white 
man’s medicine comes in.” 

Probably the central message, though, is 
that mysticism is not about navel-gazing and 
‘otherworldly’ experiences at all but is a 
thoroughly natural state - as in the Zen saying 
“How wonderful! How mystical this! I chop 
wood, I carry water’ and ought to help 
further our care for others rather than our 
self-preoccupation. We all as individuals 
may also feel part of a larger whole like a 
family or a society; "Mysticism is just the 
even larger identity of also feeling part of the 
cosmos at large...". As the deep ecologists 
view it, hopefully we will stop destroying the 
living planet once we are able to feel a part of 


it 
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Environmental Philosophy: 
From Animal Rights to 


Radical Ecology 
General Editor Michael 


Zimmerman 
Prentice Hall, 1992 


This new book looks to be one of the 
broadest and, to me at least, one of the most 
interesting collections available of writings 
onecophilosophy; each section is edited and 
introduced by one of the leading writers in 
the area. Some of the articles are new, many 
others will be difficult to get hold of 
individually. 

Ina way the bookis quite ground-breaking 
as all these areas have suffered from 
something of a ‘credibility problem’ in 
relation to mainstream academia up until 
now. Whether it is because these ideas are 
unknown, unpopular or unacceptable is 
anybody's guess, but the situation is certainly 
not going to change overnight. This is a 
particular problem for deep ecology, 
ecofeminism and social ecology. 


Michael E. Zimmerman, General Intro 

Part One: Animal Rights 

J. Baird Callicott, Introduction 

Peter Singer, “All Animals Are Equal” 

Tom Regan, “Animal Rights, Human Wrongs” 
Evelyn Pluhar, “Js There a Morally Relevant 
Difference Between Humans and Animal Person?” 


. Mark Sagoff, “Animal Liberation, Environmental 


Ethics: Bad Marriage, Quick Divorce” 

Part Two: Environmental Ethics 

J. Baird Callicott, Introduction 

Richard Routley, “Js There a Need for a New, an 
Environmental Ethic?” 

Kenneth E. Goodpaster, “On Being Morally 
Considerable” 

Paul W. Taylor, “The Ethics of Respect for Nature” 
Holmes Rolston, III, “Challenges in Environmental 
Ethics” 

J. Baird Callicott, “Conceptual Foundationsof the 
Land Ethic” 

Part Three: Deep Ecology 

George Sessions, Introduction 

Thomas Berry, “The Viable Human” 

Arne Naess,.“Simple in Means, Rich in Ends” 
Arne Naess, “The Deep Ecology Movement: Some 
Philosophical Aspects” 

Warwick Fox “Self and World” 

George Sessions, “Deep Ecology and Global 
Ecosystem Protection” 

Arne Naess “The Third World, Wilderness, and 
Deep Ecology” 

Part Four: Ecofeminism 

Karen J. Warren, Introduction 

Carolyn Merchant, “The Death of Nature” 

Val Plumwood, “Nature, Self, and Gender: 
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Feminism, Environmental Philosophy, and the 
Critique of Rationalism” 

Ariel Kay Salleh, “Living With Nature: Reciprocity 
or Control?” 

Karen Warren, “The Power and Promise of 
Ecological Feminism” 

Part Four: Social Ecology 

John Clark, Introduction 

Murray Bookchin, “The Meaning of Social Ecology” 
Janet Biehl, “The Ethics of Social Ecology” 

John Clark, “Marx’s Inorganic Body” 

Joel Kovel “Social Ecology and Human Nature” 
George Bradford “Toward a Deep Social Ecology” 


Michael Zimmerman's forthcoming book is 
titled “Radical Ecology and Postmodernism”. 


Also received: 


The Gulf War and the New World Order 
(Zed Books, 1991) edited by Naim Bresheeth 
and Nira Yuval-Davis. Contributors including 
Noam Chomsky present diverse radical 
perspectiveson the Gulf War and its tragic 
aftermath. 


In Girum Imus Nocte et Consumimur Igni 
- A film (Pelagian Press, 1992) by Guy 
Debord. Film script from the renowned ex- 
situationist iconoclast. 


War and Aftermath: Collected 'Gulf Crisis 
Weekly’ (1992) Milan Rai's excellent 
newspaper, published during the war, in one 
volume. 


Terrorizing The Neighbourhood: 
American Foreign Policy in the Post-Cold 
War Era (AK Press, 1991) by Noam 
Chomsky. A talk given at Edinburgh 
University. 


Points at Issue’'Alcoholism’ & 'From Arms 
Race to World Peace’ (Richard Kay Pub 
1991) both interesting - the latter by (ex)SANA 
members. 


Sacrifice in Chile (cont. from p. 4) 


frigate was virtually split in two by an ‘advanced 
mine’ during the war. 

5. Cardoen was at the centre of the covert Western 
operation to arm Iraq. He was used to re-export 
prohibited goods to Iraq. This included Matrix 
Churchill equipment, South African G-5 artillery, 
cluster bombs made with ISC(the company later 
bought by Ferranti) fuses and possibly US chemical 
weapon compounds. Cardoen's business was built 
on trade with Iraq and included the supply of whole 
weapons factories. 

6. A legal case in the US has unearthed a 
communique from the US Embassy in Riyadh which 
mentions British attempts to bribe the Saudis to 
accept the al-Yamamah Tornado deal. One line of 
this notes: “Armitage involved. Very concerned...” 
Is this a reference to Air Chief Sir Marshall 
Armitage? Armitage is a former Chief of Defence 
Intelligence, and is closely associated with the 
manufacturers of the Tornado, British Aerospace. 

Mark Thatcher’s role in Al-Yamamah is well 
known. It was the biggest arms deal in history. The 
attacks on Mark Thatcher in late 1992 were probably 
part of a wider American campaign to scupper the 
final phase of the deal, al-Yamamah 2. 

The history of this deal is interesting. In 1985 the 
proposed sale of an F-15 up-grade package was 
stopped by the Israel-lobby in Washington. In an 
unprecedented international ‘lobby’, probably 
involving tens of millions in bribes, Britain stepped 
in and clinched the deal. The Tornado and Hawk 
aircraft provide Saudi with an advanced “attack 
mission capability” long denied them by the US 
because of concerns about endangering Israel. Saudi 
Air Force dependency on the US was transferred to 
Britain. 

In the aftermath of its war against Iraq the US 
was now able to pursue its ‘strategic’ arms sales to 
Saudi largely unfettered by Israel. Thus the US had 
a strategic and economic interest in scuppering the 
British export deal; McDonnell Douglas, Sikorsky, 
ITT etc. had acommercial interest in scuppering it; 
the Israelis had a security interest in scuppering it. 
The criticism late last year of Mark Thatcher by top 
ex-Bush Administration officials, the Sikorsky case 
and the publication of Ari Ben-Menashe's book can 
be seen as shots against al- Yamamah 2. 

After some hesitation the Saudis confirmed the 
deal on 28th Jan this year. 


—————— 


George K. Young (cont. from p. 32) 


Before 1955 the Foreign Office had no proper 
means of studying Soviet power centers. Violet 
Connolly was their authority on the SU but the 
emphasis of specialists was on things like Soviet 
grain production etc. He successfully urged that 
what No.10 needed was a special advisory group 
following closely what was happening in and 
around the Kremlin - and which General or ‘top 
person’ was on the up or down. The need for this 
became apparent with Stalin's death. Nobody in 
the FO had ever heard of Malenkov! Something 
had to be done. At George’s instigation a special 
group was set up headed by Malcolm McIntosh 
with Nove and Schapiro (of LSE). The group is 
still functioning today and McIntosh is still there. 

The House of Lordshasa special all-party defence 
group which has produced a paper on special 
operations and other matters (edited by George) 
that will be considered at a meeting on October 
27th by the PM. A good deal turns on that meeting. 
Itseems that many politicians, officials and officers 
have no idea of the importance of ‘special 
operations’ and psychological warfare and both 
have been greatly neglected in recent years. George 
thinks that Carver is a dead loss because he can't 
see this point either. 

George K. Young’s last book “Subversion and 
the British Riposte” appeared in 1984, some three 
years after it had been written. I was not a little 


| shocked by it. It opens: 


“If leading spokesmen of the Western world are 
to be believed we face in the 80s, a threat of 
subversion as great as that of nuclear destruction. 
It is a favourite theme of the Prime Minister.” 

The fact is that for years he had tried, not without 
some limited success, to sell this belief to leading 


| spokesmen, Mrs. Thatcher in particular. GKY, 


now aged 74, (to the best of my knowledge we had 
no subsequent contact) fell silent. So many things 
he got right, but his essential thesis involved a 


fundamental misreading of his times. 


Over 16 years I had seen him change. His original 
critique of the Establishment was brilliant; but his 
gathering obsession with an ill-defined internal 
menace had always seemed to me to be absurd. 


| Who were the people who were going to bring the 


system to its knees? They didn’t exist. 


How does one explain George K. 
Young? 
He was a man of ideas and vast experience on the 


Right. In the view of the Left this 
was impossible - the Right had 


Introduced and edited by Larry O'Hara, an 
independent researcher into the far Right. Larry 
O'Hara has been the subject of vicious and 
unfounded attacks in the pages of the anti-fascist 
magazine Searchlight after criticising their research 
and their links to the British ‘secret state’. 

For any readers who want to read in more detail how GKY 
interacted with Cadogan's own political project the full text is 
available; 6 pages at 8p/page inc. postage. 

|. Peter Cadogan's latest project is outlined in a pamphlet " Values 
& Vision - Human Ecology and Community Politics’; Telephone OTI 
328 3709. 

2. The obituary of himself is in Lobster 19, May 1990, p. 15-19. 

Dorril & Ramsay ‘Smear’ discusses: 

- GKY in Tory Party, Ch XXXII. 

- GKY & Unison, Ch XXXIX. 

Searchlight, june 1987, p. 10-11 repeats the standard information 
about GKY. 

Searchlight 181, Jan. 1991 p. 3 elaborates further, alleging he used 
the mysterious (and quite possibly fictional) paramilitary Column 88 
"as a smokescreen... for more criminal plans." 

David Leigh ‘The Wilson Plot’ (Heinemann, London, 1988) also 
reviews Young's career & views - p. 13-16, 57, 158-9, 213-4, 217, 
221-3, 225. 

3. Roy Painter was a colourful Tory who defected to the NF and 
went on to help form the shortlived ‘National Party’ in 1975. He 
is now back in the Tory Party. A vivid picture of him is in Martin 
Walker's ‘The NF' (Fonatana, 1977). 


World Orders, (cont.from p. 9) 


the doctrinal system, but it has large significance, 
I believe. 

Democratization and social reform in the South 
are values in themselves. But there is little reason 
to suppose that steps towards internal freedom and 
justice will appeal to elite opinion in the West; on 
the contrary, they will be no less frightening than 
the so-called "crisis of democracy" within the rich 
societies (that is, the efforts of large parts of the 
population, since the 1960s, to enter the political 
arena). But in this way, the South can move 
towards mutually supportive relations with 
liberatory tendencies within Western societies. 
Such developments will naturally be regarded by 
the powerful as dangerous and subversive. 
However, they offer the only real hope for the 
great mass of people in the world, even for the 
survival of the human species in an era of 
environmental and other global problems that 
cannot be faced by primitive social and cultural 
structures that are driven by short term material 
gain, and that consider human beings to be 
instruments, not ends. 

Send stamped S.A.E. for notes 


Microwaves (cont. from p. 30) 


American Security - British Health 

Since, at the latest, 1976 the US military 
have made a choice between national safety 
and health, and as unanswerable champions 
of America's safety they prevented all public 
debate about health. This they neatly 
summarise on page vii of a DIA document: 

“If the more advanced nations of the West- 
are strict in the enforcement of stringent 
exposure standards, there could be 
unfavourable effects on industrial output 
and military functions.” 

Especially in the Post-Cold war era military 
expediency should no longer outweigh human 
health. The populations of countries with 
American bases are suffering not for their 
own security but for paranoias of the United 
States military. 


Is there a Secret Weapon? 

It is clear from our research that the cover- 
up of health effects also served to conceal a 
secret microwave weapons development 
program. In Issue Three we look at these 
weapons and their application in fighting 
Low Intensity Conflicts. One of our 
documents notes that with these weapons: 

“.. the ability of individuals to function 
could be degraded to such a point that they 
would be rendered combat ineffective” 

In 1983-4 did someone try to render a 
retired couple “combat ineffective”? 


Frequency Assault (cont. trom p. 29) 


recorded delivery from asub-post office. About 
ten days later someone visited this post office 
and quizzed the postmaster about Mr. Verney’s 
address, which he did not know. On the Ist 
November from his study window he observed 
two uniformed policemen examining his car. 
They were somewhat put out when he opened 
the door and asked what they were doing. One 
of them volunteered that he had been in the 

Kent police and was always 


interests, it did not and could not 


| have ideas. Churchill had opened 


up a breach but it closed again. 
George K. Young and Sir Keith 
Joseph did it once more, but all it 
yielded was self-limiting 
Thatcherism and a misreading of 
subversion. GKY had no home 
intellectually and politically, 
nowhere to go. He had to invent 
homes like Tory Action, UNISON 
and various ad hoc associations or 
move into the Monday Club or the 
Society of Individualists and SPES. 
It didn’t work. He met very few 
people of his own demanding kind. 
It drove him downwards into 
conspiracy, even into inventing 
conspiracy by others, as in his last 
book. Today it might be different; 
there are Conservatives about like 
Norman Stone (who looks, talks 
and sounds like GKY) and Edward 
Pearce. They were not about in the 
1960s. It is a pity that in the end he 
willed himself to self-destruction 
and we parted company although 
never explicitly or formally so. He 
was a good man fallen among 
autocrats... 


Open Eye prints: 
- Noam Chomsky: New World 
Order (8) 


- Open Eye: The Inevitable War. 
Ideological legitimacy and power- 
politics in the America-lraq 


| conflict.(10) 


- Open Eye: The Situationist 
International: Its Art, its Theory, 
its Practice. (16) 


- Guy Debord: Refutation of all 
judgements whether in praise or 
hostile which have up to now 
been brought on the film "The 
Society of the Spectacle." (15) 


- Jo Vialls: Secret Agenda of 
Falklands and Gulf Wars, Oil 
economicsin the Falklands and Gulf 
Wars (11) 


- Open Eye: The Green Move- 
ment: Sholdit be human-centered 
or nature-centered? 

The social ecology vs. deep ecology 
debate. (6) 


- Open Eye: Deep Ecology and 
Transpersonal Psychology: an 
Enlightening Confrontation? A 
critical investigation. (25) 


- Paul Norman: Community 
Policing: The Future, EC 
Immigration Controls and 
Databases (4) 


-George Firsoff/PADRAS: Why we 
need Stonehenge - A History of 
worship & celebration (3) 


- Tom Jennings & Sue Brent 


Riotous Responses: The Media. 


in Meadowell. includes "Right to 
Reply" transcript. (4) 


- London Greenpeace: The Battle 
against McDonalds. (4) 


- Dr.David Lowry: Politics of 
Plutonium inthe UK. Lecture given 
in Japan, Nov 1991. (16) 


Bracketed numbers refer to the approximate number 
of A4 pages. These pieces were all felt to be too long/ 
spedalised or otherwise not suitable for publication. 
Please send stamps/cheque/ p.o. to cover photocopying 
and postage (8p/page) and include S.A.E. 


interested in Kent number plates. 
Shortly, while he was away in 
London visiting his wife in 
hospital, his house was broken 
into. Now began years of 
harassment, break-ins and 
interference with the mail and 
telephone which continues today. 
Mr. Verney lays the blame for 
this on Willy ‘Whitelaw. 

Over the years Mr. Verney has 
pursued this matter in the search 
for justice, a campaign which has 
put him in touch with many other 
people who have suffered in the 
same way. We hope to devote a 
further article to Mr. Verney’s 
quest for an explanation for what 
he has suffered. 


The Verneys' story "A Happy Retirement" is 
available from Open Eye, 15 pages @ &8p/page 
inc. postage. 

The Verneys made recordings of the ‘sounds’ 
which we have compiled on a high quality Sony 
CR90 tape for £1-50 inc. postage. 


Investigative 

Lobster 
Well-researched articles on subjects including 
M.I.5., Norther Ireland and the S.A.S., the 
British Far Right, black propaganda, mind 
control and conspiracy theories. Robin Ramsay, 
214 Westbourne Avenue, Hull HUS 3JB Tel. 0482 
447558 (Sub: £4/2 issues) 
Campaign Against Racism and Fascism 
Bi-monthly magazine BM Box 8784, London 
WCIN 3XX Tel. 071 837 1450 
Statewatch 
Provides information on policing, security and 
intelligence, civil liberties, racism and fascism, 
law and ‘fortress Europe’.P.O. Box 1516, London 
N16 OEW Tel. 081 802 1882 

Green 


Greenline 

News, opinion, events and analysis from the 

green, animal rights and peace movements. 

120a Marlborough Road, Oxford, OX4 1HZ Tel. 

0865 249949 (Sub: £8.50 or £6.50 low/unwaged) 

Peace News 

For nonviolent revolution. 55 Dawes Street, 

London, SE17 1EL Tel. 071 703 7189 (Sub: £7.50) 

Planet News 

Newspaper of green and radical news: 87 

Kirkstall Rd., London, SW2 4HE T. 081 671 7920 

Social Ecology Network 

A new group for radical groans; roduce a 

magazine. Influenced by Murray Bookchin's 

ideas on 'social ecology'.c/o Dolehouse, 372 

Coldharbour Lane, Brixton, London, SW9 8PL 

Earth First! 

Green group promoting direct action and 

invoivement; produce magazine and list of 

numerous local groups. P.O. Box 1593, London, 

SW9 8LT Tel. 071 737 0100 

Society and Nature 

New theoretical joumal of political ecology. 

Takis Fotopoulos, 20 Woodberry Way, London, 

N12 0HG 

| New Economics For community-based and 
ecologically-sustainable economic alter- 
natives. New Economics Foundation, 88/94 Went- 
worth Street, London, E1 7SE (Sub:£15/£8) 
The Red-Green Newsletter from a network of 
eco-socialists: Cabin W, 25 Horsell Rd, London 
NS 1XL. Tel. 071 700 3853 
Fourth World Review For small communities/ 
nations: 24 Abercorn Place, London 071 286 4366 
Green Revolution, direct action-orientated 
green magazine. PO Box 845, Bristol BS99 SHQ. 
Spanner...aims beyond the market and the 
State:BM Spanner, London, WC1N 3XX 
Future Tense - A Green Political Joumal. 46 
Fitzwalter Rd., Sheffield, $2 2SL Tel. 0742 781886 
from the flames Pagan women's magazine. 
42 Mapperley Road, Nottingham, NG3 SAS 

international 
Irish Reporter Critical perspectives on Insh 
politics. Box No. 3195, Dublin 6, Ireland.(Sub £8) 
Central America Report News of human 
rights and liberation struggies. 83 Margaret St, 
London W1N 7HB. 071 631 4209. 
Third World Resurgence: Third World 
Network, 87 Cantonment Rd., 10250 Penang, 
Malaysia (surface £1 1/air £18) 
Anti-Authoritarian 

Bad Attitude. Anarchist women's paper: 121 
Railton Rd. London, SE24 OLR Tel. 071 978 9057 
Counter Information Broadsheet with news 
of popular struggles in U.K. and worldwide. 
Pigeonhole C.I., c/o 11 Forth St., Edinburgh, EH1, 
Scotland. Free (send donation). 
Conviction Successfully supporting framed 
prisoners. PO Box 522 Sheffield $1 3FF 
Freedom anarchist fortnightly: 84b Whitechapel 
High St., London. Tel 071 247 9249 
Flux A Joumal of Libertarian Socialism: Box A, 
Rainbow Centre, 180 Mansfield Road, Nottingham 
Anarchist Studies. T.V.Cahill, Politics Dept. 
Uni. of Lancaster, LA1 4YF Tel. 0524 594251 
Asylum Magazine for democratic psychiatry. 
0742 862546. 

l Animal Rights 
Turning Point. Animal Rights magazine, P.O. 
Box 45, Northolt, Middx. UB5 6SZ 081 841 0503 
Arkange! For Animal Liberation BCM 9240 

| London WC1N 3XX Sub£7.20S AE for back issue. 


Howl Hunt Saboteurs' news: PO Box 1, Carlton, 
Nottingham, NG4 2JY Tel. 0602 590357 


Alternative Press 


ro 


" PROPAGANDA “ 


te “FREE PRESS” 


Many books and magazines can be 
difficult to get hold of. The following mail 
order services offer a range of very 
interesting publications. Each one 
produces a catalogue. 
AK Distribution 

Sell many of the less easily obtained green, 
anarchist and radical books, magazines and 
comics. 22 Lutton Place, Edinburgh, Scotland, 
EH8 9PE Tel. 031 667 1507 . 

Books for a Change 
Aid and development, Third World politics 
and green issues. 
52 Charing Cross Road, London WC2H OBB Tel. 
071 497 1036 

The Schumacher Book Sevice 
Covers a range of green concems. 
Ford House, Hartland, Bideford, Devon, EX39 
6EE 
Creation Spirituality Books 

Focuses on Earth-centered mysticism, 
ecofeminism, psychology, ecology and poetry. 
Alan Shepherd, 14 Beckford Close, Warminster, 
Wilts., BA12, 9LW Tel. 0985 215679 


Local alternative/radical/community book- 
shops are well worth visiting and deserve support. 
In London, for instance, these include 
Compendium (071 485 8944) in Camden, 
Housemans (071 837 4471) in Kings Cross and 
the century-old anarchist bookshop Freedom 
(071 247 9249) in Whitechapel. Also Books for 
a Change (071 836 2315 - address above - ) in 
Charing Cross, the Intermediate Technology 
Bookshop WC1 (071 436 9761) and 
Bookmarks (081 802 6145) in Finsbury Park. 
For anti-fascist/squatter/anarchist network: 56a 
Infoshop/Food Co-op, Crampton St, SE17 and 
121, Railton Rd,Brixton (071 274 6655). 
Frontlines, Newton Street, Piccadilly, 
Manchester (061 236 1101), The Peace Shop, 
Roath, Cardiff (0222 485260), Mushroom 
Bookshop, 10 Heathcote St, Nottingham (0602 
582506), Independent Bookshop. 69 Surrey 
St., Sheffield (0742 737722) and News from 
Nowhere, Bold St., Liverpool (051 708 7270) 
are similarly good.'Radical Bookseller’ (from 
Bookmarks) produce full lists of shops, 
magazines, papers and publishers. 


U.S. 
Z magazine 


A monthly with over 100 pages of excellent 
articles by a range of well-known writers 
including Noam Chomsky, Sheila Rowbotham 
and Alexander Cockbum. Covers feminism, 
films, ecology, socialism, American Indians, 
sport, the C.I.A., Latin America, science, Black 
America. A very good read. 
ho West Canton St., Boston, MA 02118 (Sub: 
0) 
Covert Action Quarterly 
"These provide more information about the 
complete scope of the national security 
complex, its myths, rationales, secret wars, 
media manipulations, and abuses, than 
anything else in print."John Stockwell, ex-CIA. 
1500 Massachusetts Ave., NW No. 732 Wahington, 
DC 20005 (Sub: $30 /Quarterly) 
Propaganda Review 
Because you know you're being lied to. A 
magazine exploring deceptive communication 
and propaganda in the media. 
Media Alliance, Fort Mason Center, Building D, 
San Francisco, CA 94123 (Sub: $40) 
Third World Resources 
A quarterly review of resources from and 
about theThird World. 
464 19th St., Oakland, CA 94612-2297 
(Subscriptions: $50/two years.) 
BankCheck Quarterly 
News and critical analysis of the Word Bank, 
the Intemational Monetary Fund and other 
intemational finance institutions. 
1847 Berkeley, CA 94703 (Sub: $15 low income, 
$25 - No overseas rate given) 
Unclassified 
A critical insiders' view of U.S. security and 
intelligence services. , 
Verne Lyon, 921 Pleasant Street, Des Moines, IA 
50309 (Sub: $25) 
Green Perspectives 
The latest thinking from one of America's 
leading radical ecologists, Murray Bookchin, 
and other social ecologists on the green 
libertarian left. 
P. O. Box 111, Burlington, Vermont, VT 05402 
(Sub: $7) 
Lies of Our Times 
A monthly magazine aiming to expose 
misinformation, disinformation and 
propaganda in the major U.S. media. 
145 W. 4th. Street, NY, NY 10012. 
Prevailing Winds Research 
Produce a catalogue of difficult to obtain 
materials by prominent researchers and critics 
on the CIA, drugs, covert actions, Far Right, 
assassinations, October Surprise etc. 
P.O. Box 23511, Santa Barbara, CA 93121 
Extra! 
Newsletter published by ‘Fairness and 
Accuracy In Reporting’ to correct bias and 
imbalance and to advocate inclusion of public 
interest voices in national debates. 
F.A.I.R. Office, 130 West 25th Street, NY, NY, 
10001 
Environmental Ethics 
Academic joumal offering discussions of a 
wide range of subjects related to environmental 
philosophy including animal rights, 
ecofeminism, social ecology, Gaia, eco- 
sabotage and sustainable development. 
Dept. of Philosophy, University of North Texas, 
P.O. Box 13496, Denton, TX 76203 - 3496 (Sub: 
$18 / Quarterly) 
Fifth Estate 
This green paper has been going for over 25 
years. It takes an uncompromising anti- 
technology, anti-authoritarian line. News, 
reviews and in-depth analysis. 
a Second Avenue, Detroit, M.I. 48202 (Sub 
8) : 
reen Synthesis 
League for Ecological Democracy P.O. Box 1858, 
San Pedro CA, 90733 - 1858 Subscriptions: $10 / 
8 issues (No overseas rate given) , 
Anarchy - A Journal of Desire Armed 


:"Towards a society based on mutual aid, 


voluntary co-operation and the liberation of 
desire". Another provocative magazine aimed 
ata similar readership to "Fifth Estate". 
C.A.L., P.O. Box 1446, Columbia M65205 - 1446 
(Sub: $15) 


